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Isle Royale National Park 
Moose-Wolf -Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Public Scoping Comment Period - All Correspondence Received 

 

  

 

All correspondence received during the public scoping comment period is included herein. The NPS 

posed the following questions online and in printed materials. Any reference to topic questions or 

question numbers, is as follows:  

 

¶ Topic Question #1:  What other alternatives, alternative elements, or management tools should be 
considered? 

¶ Topic Question #2:  What issues should be considered when evaluating future management of 
moose, wolves, and vegetation at Isle Royale? 

¶ Topic Question #3:  What type and intensity of management should the NPS consider given that 
approximately 99% of the land area of Isle Royale National Park is designated wilderness? 

¶ Topic Question #4:  What type and intensity of management should the NPS consider in the face 

of a changing climate? 

¶ Topic Question #5:  What do you like and dislike about the preliminary alternatives? 

¶ Topic Question #6:  Please submit additional comments here. 

 

 

  

Correspondence ID: 1     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management 

Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,12,2015 20:45:30 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The alternatives are complete enough as a starting point. The issues will be related to the details. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The importance of Isle Royale moose in light of environmental changes that are having significant impact on moose populations that are not on Isle Royale. 
Isle Royale has a population of moose that will not see an influx of white-tailed deer vs Michigan and Minnesota moose that will. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Use the principle of "minimum necessary", but in line with park goals as outlined in the Foundation Statement. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Use the principle of "minimum necessary", but in line with park goals as outlined in the Foundation Statement, but also remember that the moose can offer 

significant data related to global warming without the impact of white-tailed deer. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I like the fact that the list is complete. What is missing is the need for completed Foundation Statement prior to defining a plan. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

The public scoping meeting have been announced with too little notice to expect interested parties to be able to be part of the meetings. Please add an 

additional meeting a couple weeks after these dates, and not on Isle Royale to give us a chance to participate. I accept that this means to need to extend the 
comment period. 

 

Your system failed to email me about the Nov 2013 meetings and you said it was because computer issues, or a change in responsibilities related to your 

computer environment. Again I have failed to receive an email notification of anything related to this issue, and I have been careful to make sure you have 

my email address. Please let me know why I was missed this time and ensure my email address is in your system for further notifications. 

Thank you. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 2     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,14,2015 23:18:34 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please don't overthink this. New wolves will control the moose population and keep them from destroying the island's vegetation as the wolves have done 
for decades. If it ain't broke, don't fix it. The new wolves won't breed with the three remaining wolves so there is no earthly reason to wait to add more 

wolves to the island. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The last three wolves on Isle Royale will soon be gone. They are unable to manage the large moose population. It is too late for a genetic rescue since the 

NPS has waited for the demise of the wolf population to decide if they should act or not. The wolves, moose and vegetation can continue as it always has If 
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we add a few new wolf packs to the park. I would also add that a canine disease introduced by humans helped to destroy the island's wolves so the demise 

of the wolf packs did not happen naturally. Wolves have a important job on the island and it is past time to act on this issue. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
As little as possible with exception to restocking the wolf population. Wilderness areas should not be "managed" by humans. Let the wolves manage the 

moose and everything else will fall into place. The wilderness areas should be left to evolve naturally. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Act now rather than waiting several more years to see what will happen. It makes the most sense to add wolves now to keep the moose population in check 

and protect the island's vegetation and ecosystem. Climate change is happening and keeping the island in a healthy balance should be the desired goal of 

the NPS and the US citizens that collectively own the parks and wildlife. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I like that the NPS has at least started to think about doing something to save the fragile ecosystem of Isle Royale.  

I dislike the reluctance to act to resolve this issue on the part of the NPS. 1. Genetic rescue is no longer possible since almost all the wolves have died and 

last three wolves are not genetically healthy. 2. Doing nothing ensures the moose will overrun the island and destroy the vegetation they and other species 

need to survive. 3. The last alternative is the only alternative that makes any sense at this time and that is to restore balance to Isle Royale by adding more 

wolf packs.  

 

Topic Question 6:  
Please make it a priority to add new wolves to Isle Royale. Wolves are the best moose managers around and they work for free. The time to act is now in 

order to keep the island healthy and harmonious. Wolves have not had a negative impact on the island. They have helped Isle Royale maintain it's wild 

beauty.  

 

Comments: I have visited Isle Royale twice and it remains one of my favorite places in the world. The wolves and the moose have become a part of the 

island and that is a good thing. Wolves and moose aren't faring well on the mainland due to politics ignorance and climate change. Isle Royale remains a 

unique microcosm where we can still observe and study this ancient predator-prey relationship. In a world where species are becoming extinct on a daily 
basis, this rare relationship has endured and that should be given a lot of weight when making the decision of what to do about the wolf-moose problem on 

Isle Royale. Please use common sense and act sooner rather than when it is too late. 

 
Correspondence ID: 3     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,15,2015 12:03:55 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Leave the island alone. You have an amazing 50 year predator / prey study on the island and if you start to do human management you will loose all of the 

future good data. If the moose over populate and eat the island then we learn that predators are very important Apex species. Maybe wolves will come to 

the island on their own once the moose population get high. Don't manage. Study the impacts. This is an opportunity. Don't let the wolf biologist "love for 

wolves" overpower science. Sometimes it's important to step back and watch. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Long term data collection. Let nature do her thing. Use it like a natural lab and study the impacts, even if wolves leave the island. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

None. Wilderness is just that "Wild" 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Again this is an opportunity to study climate change and how it does effect moose and wolf populations. Climate change is real and we need more study 

areas to show the public. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

First off, I am a supporter of the return of the wolves to Wisconsin and Michigan. However, I think the wolf biologist of Isle Royal are too involved with 

the wolf and if we loose wolves on the island I fear they will push to bring in wolves to replace them. This in my opinion would be a huge mistake. We 

scientist study natural changes and if the island looses wolves it is an opportunity to study the impacts of the moose. Wolves will return on their own but 

lets not let the love of a large mega fauna animal influence good science. Yes they area drawn for tourism and research but what about the over 50 years of 

predator / prey data that would be lost when we start influencing the dynamic of the islands animals.  

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 4     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,15,2015 13:14:52 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The only option that has vegetation restoration also involves intensive moose management. Why not add it to other options?  

 

Topic Question 2:  

I can't think of anything else. 
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Topic Question 3:  

Keep IR as wild as possible. Definitely don't build any roads or ATV trails into the wilderness so you can manage moose.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
Given the way Minnesota's moose population is declining, I am concerned that a warming climate could cause the moose population on IR to crash. If 

additional wolves had been introduced to the island as part of a management plan, then you'd have a predator population with insufficient prey. I don't need 

to spell out the problems with that.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

A: It's harsh. Lots of animals starving to death. Potential permanent changes to the park from moose overgrazing. Possible negative impacts to other species 

who need the same resources as the moose. Etc. It's the least expensive thing to do. The wolves will certainly die out (unless new ones migrate) and as a 

result you may lose some visitors (which I think is just fine). But it's also nature's way of things. So, I do favor this option. 
B: I like the idea but see my answer to question 4. Without the threat to the moose, I would definitely go for this. Maybe if you planned in advance for the 

loss of the moose so you could act swiftly if it happened (relocate wolves, introduce new prey species)? Part of the reason I am in favor is that the wolf 

population was initially devastated due to humans when Parvo was introduced. It's like we'd be restoring what we took away. The other part is just that I 

like the idea of wolves being there.  

C: I'm not totally clear about how the moose would be maintained in this scenario. Is the idea to continually introduce/cull animals to keep them in some 

predetermined balance? Bad idea. 

D: See my responses to C and E.  

E: Only if you didn't cull them. Also see my answer to 3. 
F: Way no.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

I don't think you should cull moose. I'd prefer relocation. Definitely do not kill existing wolves. If you do decide to relocate moose, you might want to grab 

the ones hanging around Windigo or Daisy Farm. That would be a lot easier than trying to get them out of the center of the island- -it would be really 

difficult and expensive to get them out of there given that half of it is swamp and the other half rocky ridges.  

 
Comments: I've backpacked across IR 3 times and am going back again this year. I love that place.  

 
Correspondence ID: 5     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,15,2015 13:35:47 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
I think the alternatives that are listed are all important to consider-however-I would favor alternative B. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The toll that without wolves, Moose can do a lot of damage to vegetation and the trees around ISRO> 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  
he irony is that Isle Royale is considered a wilderness island when in reality it has been populated by people going back to hundreds of years including 

resorts in the 20's and 30's and cabin owners (life leasees). Now that it is- -it does need to be protected and as said above, without natural predators-moose 

can do a lot of damage. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like alternative B. Introduce the wolves just once-no one really knows why they came over in the first place. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
It is confusing because there are two different strong opinions about what to do with the Wolves from Rolf Peterson and the likes of David Mech.Both 

know wolves very well and understand the depths of the problem in detail. Who knows what the right answer is? However, I do believe that what makes 

Isle Royale unique is its wolf moose relationship and given the fact it is a closed ecosystem-to not do anything would destroy the moose population (starve) 

and destroy the vegetation eventually.  

 

Comments: I was a ranger on Isle Royale for 4 years many years ago-so I do believe that after living intensely in that space-one has a unique perspective. 

Thank you for making this transparent and allowing the public to have input. It is a wonderful place to continue to protect.  

 
Correspondence ID: 6     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,15,2015 14:27:46 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

No one seems to be addressing one of the factors in the demise of the current wolf population. Canine parvovirus was introduced to the island from some 
ones domesticated dog. This virus is highly lethal in an unvaccinated population and killed off a good number of wolves. Numbers of wolves have never 

returned to the pre parvo level. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

 

A balance needs to be maintained. The moose need a predator to keep their numbers in check, so they don't overgraze the vegetation. I would prefer to see 
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that done by wolves than human hunters. In so many areas of the US, including Minnesota, the wolves seem to vacillate between endangered and not, with 

one of the means of hunting them being traps. It would seem more humane to relocate some of them. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Moose and wolf numbers need to be assessed on an ongoing basis to determine the success or failure of any of the alternatives.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

I think this will need to be addressed and readdressed on an annual basis. The moose population is dwindling in northern Minnesota and could do the same 

on Isle Royale with the effects of climate change. But no one really knows what will happen. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative Concept C seemed to make the most sense to me. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 7     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,15,2015 20:23:54 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Reintroduction of wolves only after existing population is gone with intense vegetation management.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Minimal management is key. Reintroduction of wolves should only be considered once noticeable vegetation loss has occurred. Then intense vegetation 

management would obviously be necessary as well.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Again, management should be minimal. It should only occur if/when the loss of a wolf population in the park leads to a loss in vegetation due to a lack of 

predation on the moose population.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Is climate change affecting the wolf population on Isle Royale? The only thing that comes to mind is lack of an ice bridge every winter, but I believe that 

has been rare for some time. If climate change is a major factor in the loss of wolf population, then the public should be made aware of the environmental 

changes significant to this particular issue.  
 

Topic Question 5:  

I like the alternatives that offer minimal management. In my opinion, the first option - to do nothing - should be followed up to the point when either the 

wolf population is gone or there is noticeable loss in vegetation.  

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 8     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,15,2015 20:53:28 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Allow hunters to cull moose and use meat to eat. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Everyone seems to think wolves have no effect on moose populations in Minnesota, it's all climate change right? The first thing the NPS should do is face 

facts. Wolves eat moose. Next they should accept wildlife management as taught by Aldo Leopold and used in all 50 states might actually be a good idea.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Wilderness designation in other areas allows tons of wildlife harvest. People would have to travel by foot or horse, so what. Wilderness does not mean you 

have to stop managing wildlife, doing nothing is also a choice and see what it got you? 

 
Topic Question 4:  

None. What happens will happen.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

At no place did I read a denunciation of the "balance of nature" stuff. I'd like to hear you eat some crow and admit it's BS. Hasn't been taught in University 

level ecology courses for a quarter century, time to own up to facts and use it as a teaching tool.  

 
Topic Question 6:  

That wolf researcher Vesuvich or whatever his name is could use a haircut.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 9     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,15,2015 22:26:39 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolf reintroduction has to be initiated 

 

Topic Question 2:  

To let the wolves die out, the moose population will destroy the island 

 
Topic Question 6:  

There is nothing today that can be considered a natural environment. Man has impacted every aspect of natural ecosystems and to let the wolves die out 

would be the death nell of Isle Royale National Park. 

 

Comments: Rolf Peterson, the leading authority on the wolves of Isle Royale is correct. Introduce wolves to the ecosystem. 

 

I worked on Isle Royale from 1973-1975 and understand the issues. 

 
Correspondence ID: 10     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 07:00:20 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The environment has moose. Since you cannot simply clear the island of moose; therefore, something needs to control the moose population. Or, if 
uncontrolled, the island gets overrun, browsed to death by a moose population explosion. 

 

While active "management" in National Parks should be kept to a minimum, that doesn't mean there should be NO management. Human action over time 

has had an impact on all space whether we want it to or not (e.g., global warming). 

 

The Isle Royale wolf population is under stress in part due to human activity (e.g., global warming and the reduced number of ice bridges, old mining 

activity and the 3 wolves that died in an old mine pit several winters ago). Inadvertant human activity has had an impact, therefore, some deliberate human 

activity can assist the wolf population. 
 

In this instance, I'd posit that wolves are not only a logical predator for moose, but the best predator. Introduce more wolves. 

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

- -- 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Low intensity management. Keep the moose population from growing uncontrolled; and that can be done by ensuring there is a viable reproductive wolf 

population. 

 

 

Topic Question 4:  

This is a question for the scientist, the park service, and higher level policy makers. Not uninformed citizens. 

 
Although recognziing 1) there is climate change; and 2) that there ought to be thinking, discussion, and policies to address climate change is a good start. 

Don't ignore the issue. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Like - The process should be an open "discussion" between policy makers, park service, scientist, and citizens. 

 

Dislike - That the process to date has been a long drawn out stalling tactic that doesn't appear to be based upon practicality; it appears to be "political." 

Open comment periods, previous public meetings, and the conclusion that "we need more data" are all part of the stall. 
 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 11     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 08:20:10 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Maintain the wolf population. 
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Topic Question 2:  

Manage to prevent a genetic bottleneck. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Only what is necessary to maintain the ecological processes. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Cross that bridge when it comes. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

See below. 

 
Comments: I support introducing more wolves onto Isle Royal NP. Human influence cannot be teased out of any landscape today. It is the ecological 

processes that need to be restored/maintained in our wild lands. Allow a small population of wolves to persist on the Island and introduce individuals that 

will help maintain a genetically viable population. 

 
Correspondence ID: 12     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Crafted Artisan Meadery Business 

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Jul,16,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Reintroduce wolves immediately, a "multi-year" study will quite possibly do further damage to the ecosystem. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

TIME 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Reintroduction within the constraints of whatever level of intensity will mitigate the potential damage the moose population growth will have on the islands 

designated wilderness.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate should not be considered as this is a variable that to a greater or lesser degree is not fixed. Mitigate the immediate threat by acting on what we 

know today and the threats posed today in the immediate future. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

They DO NOT take swift enough action and relegate the island's future to a slow system of politics and bureaucracy. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

It's great that this is getting attention and efforts are being put in place to act. The time-frame in which these efforts are being worked on is the problem. A 

mindset needs to be taken that has a tendency for action and immediacy rather than pontificating over "options" while the moose are free to devastate the 

islands ecosystem. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 13     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 08:53:40 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The Park service is going to have to make a paradigm shift if they expect to continue to be even relevant. You will not be able to formulate a 20 year plan. 

It is not possible. With the conjunction of Climate change, peak oil, and population the rate of change is accelerated beyond anything the agency has dealt 

with in the past. If you "wait and see " as you did with the wolf issue in ISRO the problem solves itself. All the wolves will be gone by the time you read 

this message. You no longer have the liberty to have a slow bureaucratic pace. You need to develop a rapid response triage approach.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

It is time to consider protecting the EXISTENCE of wildlife. I think the time is past to "let things take their course". The course for all wildlife is headed 
for is extinction. So consideration must be made to protect and nurture wildlife. If you have to seed the wolf population on ISRO to maintain the moose 

population and all the other species that depend on the wolf-moose relationship, do it! 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Again if you don't compensate for the negative effects of mankind there won't be any wildlife in the "wilderness".  

 

Topic Question 4:  
ANY and ALL necessary to save the wildlife that exists. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Too slow to do anything at all. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 14     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 09:21:49 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I don't know of any. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

What the overall purpose if for the park as a designated wilderness. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

No management. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

None. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
I vote for alternative A - doing nothing. Given that the land is a designated wilderness, I think it is what nature makes it - we should not intervene. If the 

moose grow and prosper, perhaps other wolves will cross over during the winter. If the moose increase without wolves and eat the vegetation, then the 

population will decline. These things are what happen in the wilderness and we should not try to change things. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 15     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 09:27:10 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I am not the most knowledgable person regarding the overall management of Isle Royale. However, I am an advoctae for wolves and other wildlife, and I 

would hate to see wolves disappear from the Islland. I have looked at the proposals and would favor iteim C. I commend you for the thought and effort that 

has gone into and will continue to go into this project.  

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 16     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 09:44:45 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Either reintroduction of healthy wolves or the addition of the same to the very limited present population. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The growing moose population is the most prominent. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS should only allow scientific study by qualified academicians! 
 

Topic Question 4:  

NPS must be realistic. There are some things beyond the control of man. The environment will either adapt or crash. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Allowing the wolf population to die before making a decision is unrealistic. Unfortunately, that may have already occurred.  

 
Topic Question 6:  

It is difficult to see sixty years of research end. My husband and I first visited Isle Royale in 1956 on our honeymoon. We were treated to many 

presentations and discussions by Dr. David Mech. We have followed the Isle Royale wolves since that time. We also lived in the west and followed the 

saga of the Yellowstone wolves. At least the wolves of Isle Royale can be somewhat guaranteed that they will not be hunted on the archipelago! 

 

Comments:  

 
 

 

 



Page 8 of 1117 
 

Correspondence ID: 17     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 10:05:36 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I am in favor of the first option which is to leave everything alone and let nature do what it has been doing for hundreds of thousands of years. Since 

wolves and moose migrated to the island early in the 20th century (moose) and mid 20th century (wolves), and were not introduced by humankind (with 

the exception of the two times wolves were introduced, but were removed or disappeared) then we humans should not intervene on either species behalf. 

As for the vegetation, it will adjust to the changing animal population. 

 
Also, given that we are in a period of dramatic and most likely irreversible Global Climate Change, we don't know what is going to happen in the next 10-

50 years. It could be that these dramatic climatic changes will counter anything attempted by human kind. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Nothing more than managing, as best as possible, the natural order of species and vegetation evolution. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Leave the intensity and management processes as they are. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

I don't think we humans can do much about the changing climate at this point, unless all countries around the world agree to dramatic reductions in carbon 

emissions, corporate greed, waste, and population and the ignorance of our own species regarding the planet on which we live- -and its future! 

 

Topic Question 5:  

This should be answered in #s 1 - 4, above. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Answered in #s 1-4 above. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 18     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: DeGraaf Nature Center Town or City Government 

Affiliation:  OffcialRep 

Received: Jul,16,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

It is now known that several years ago a domestic dog was allowed onto the island (illegally) off of a visiting personal watercraft and that the Parvo virus 

was introduced to the wolf population with devastating consequences. It is also known that recent deaths of prime wolves can be attributed to accidental 

falls into historical copper mine shafts. Both incidents are attributed to the human activities that have impacted the wilderness area of the park. 
 

Consideration of this information should be taken as, in my view, a restoration of the wolf population is now called for. Humans have played a major role 

in the down turn of the wolves despite the goal of non-interference in the wilderness area. Managers should be allowed to make an attempt to bring 

diversity back to what would have been in balance.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Better enforcement to keep contaminants from contacting the islands. 

Putting permanent covers on old mine shafts. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 19     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 10:55:20 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

None. I believe the options proposed include all viable alternatives. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

1). A strong consideration of the impact man is having on island ecology, principally through climate change, The "hands off" approach to wilderness 

management has been forever tainted. 

2). Public response/perception. In general the world embraces the existance of a top predator-prey relationship on Isle Royale. All things considered it is 
the best wilderness management option anywhere. The public's response to a controlled moose hunt would be far more controversial; ditto if hikers are 

stepping across dead, starved moose on the trail. Moose relocation is impractical and ineffective. Vegetation restoration is much more intrusive to a 

wilderness setting than is maintaining top predator populations. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The NPS should embrace whatever it takes to insure wild wolves continue to occupy Isle Royale for as long as the environemnt supports moose. 
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Topic Question 4:  

Let the moose dictate the management. Isle Royale's climate, strongly influenced by Lake Superior, cannot be compared with northern MN where warming 

temperatures have already influenced moose numbers. The island will see a slower impact and moose will benefit accordingly. Ultimately, as warming 
reduces the moose population, wolf numbers will follow suit. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I support only the option that allows for introduction of wolves as necessary to maintain a healthy moose population. I am opposed to the park actively 

managing vegetation or moose numbers.  

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 20     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 11:39:05 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Really none- Continue Concept A- It is a wilderness area and should be managed as such. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Again it is a wilderness area and should be left alone- But this is an ideal place to study exactly how nature reacts. There should be an ongoing intense non 

political study of all that happens. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Again- steady on the course- let nature manage the island 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Again this is a wilderness area and has been treated as such. Being an island makes it an ideal place to see what nature is doing without outside influence. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like A as it treats the island for what it is and allows nature to manage itself. The other alternatives have man intervening and possibly with good 

intentions harming the island in the long run. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Being a wilderness area and a island makes it an ideal place to study nature and how it works and adapts etc. Good intentioned management of one thing 

can upset the applecart so to speak with another are. Nature has managed the island for thousands of years and with no intervention by man many future 

generations will have the opportunity to see what has happened in the past and is happening in the present giving guidance to land and wildlife managers 

throughout the country. Much of what we see is cyclical and there is no better way to understand it than a non intervention plan can offer. We must 

remember we are only a little blip in time and have much to learn from nature and sound scientific study. Our present biologists are good but still have lots 

to learn and this island is a perfect textbook to learn from. 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 21     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 12:01:02 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
None whatsoever 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Leave the Island untouched by any attempts to manipulate any populations of any living things. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Hands off....leave it alone, and don't touch it at all. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

None...don't make value judgments that there is a changing climate. Who can say that the environment is changing only that it is cycling? 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I can not give oppinion on this, as I have not read the alternative plans. 

 

Comments: Because Isle Royal has its very own ecosystem, it has given years and volumes of information about this fragile system with years studied and 
simply because it was a unique environment that was completely (or as close to it as possible) separated from the mainland not far from this island. It gave 

a great opportunity to study all systems as they interacted upon one another over multiple years. 

 

This unique environment afforded this study to be completely unaffected by other areas that might be influenced by the effect of human populations or 

other animals and plants that might skew the overall analysis and therefore the findings would become very accurate and it would be a finding that could 

not be affected by any other influences that any other places would or could afford. 
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For years the scientists that tallied the data and studied the wolf and moose populations always said that their purpose there was one only to observe and 

not get involved or interact with the results of the studies that they conducted there. It was a pure study that was unaffected by man. It was therefore pure 

science. 
But now, unhappy with what might be the final chapter to this study, some seek to do the very thing that for decades was not done and that is to manipulate 

the gene pool and therefore alter the natural study by the very hand that they said for decades they would not do. 

 

The final chapter is not yet written on these studies and until all the moose or all the wolves are gone, this study is NOT over yet. Playing God and stirring 

the pot by importing seed stock or genetic pools simply serves to render the entire study over the last 60 years as wasted. 

 

Will the moose population increase again? 

Will the wolves solve their own weak gene pool ? 
Will the vegetation mature to a point that it can't sustain either of the latter? 

Will climate change get involved? 

We just don't know the answers to this question, yet. 

 

What we do know is that the park is in a unique place affording science an opportunity to study the completely natural environment without being affected 

by any outside influences. 

 

If the park service approves the theoretical need to import more wolves to strengthen the wolf population, then they should also import more moose and 
rabbits and grouse and enhance the vegetation right along with it. Doing so will surely affect the populations of nearly every living thing on the Island. 

Might as well turn it into a tourist park complete with rides and mechanically driven animals and plants. It will cease to be an eco-system worthy of study. 
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observation only 

 

Topic Question 2:  

all should be left to the natural order of things...no interference 

 

Topic Question 3:  
observe and note.....no involvement...less impact 

 

Topic Question 4:  

observe and note...no direct invovement...let nature take it's own course 

 

Topic Question 5:  

i do not like the political involvement....if the population of the wolves disappears then so be it....the moose population will eventually balance itself as it 
did before the wolves were present...our continued intervention is nothing more than ego based motivation and employment justification 

 

Topic Question 6:  

as i understood/understand "Isle Royale" is/was designated as an international biosphere; which to my understanding was to pretty much observe without 

intervention...it has now become a project to fix and maintain a once non existent population of wolves.please let nature take it's course and allow things to 

evolve as they would if we were not here or there. 

 

Comments:  
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I believe that necessary action should be taken to keep a healthy wolf population on Isle Royale. This will require that healthy wolves be brought to Isle 
Royale and released, because the present wolves are probably beyond rescue due to genetic problems.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

A healthy and adequate wolf population will help maintain a sustainable moose population. A sustainable moose population will keep vegetation in 

balance. Without the wolves the moose population gets out of control and harms vegetation.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
Due to climate change and less ice bridges connecting Isle Royale, the NPS should consider planning to introduce new wolves on Isle Royale periodically 

to keep their gene pool healthy. 

 

Comments:  
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Not sure on this one, so I'll pass.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Honestly, I think you need to preserve both species. To do nothing is to fail in the eyes of the many who make the long trip to backpack the island. To cull 

the moose, possibly needing to bring in helicopters to do so, destroys the very essence of the island, tranquility and nature; escape from everyday life. 
Unless of course you plan on doing it during the harsh winter months, and no other time, but even then, I think just the thought of it will destroy the islands 

mystery for many.  

 

Having been to the island, seen a moose, yet never even hearing a wolf, it's all very intriguing to still follow the wolf/ moose study every year and wonder 

how things will turn out. I find myself learning things without realizing I'm learning. I love the island and the study and all its history. It's peacefulness and 

beauty island no place I've been. The night sky is a wonder to behold and I have never slept better than in the island. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Please make sure the wetlands and the forests the breezes blow through are preserved, not ravaged by an overpopulation of moose!  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I believe I already stated this above.  

 

Comments:  
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After having read your online draft alternative concepts, I am considering beginning with Concept B and going from there with whether or not to interfere 

with the moose population. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

I am considering an option for the wolves that are being designated for killing in the states. This option would be to capture and release them on Isle 

Royale. The wolves and moose are a big reason people visit and support this park. It is unique and very interesting. And, I want to give the wolves a chance 

to live. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Introduce the wolves. Let them manage the moose. Let the trees grow as they will, considering the climate change. That is something we cannot control. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Good point. Nothing. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like Alternative B 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Please capture and release the wolves. It seems like a no brainer to me. All the rest will fall into place and we can save our declining wolf population, not 

only on the Island, but in the States overall. 

 

Comments: Thank you for considering my suggestions and comments. I appreciate all the science and study that has gone into these reports. Good brains. 

Please just rescue the wolves. 
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More wolves need to be introduced due to detrimental decline in population which has led to inbreeding and only three unhealthy wolves remaining on the 

island. It never should have gotten to this few numbers.  
 

Topic Question 3:  

Study and reintroduce more wolves when needed - not when there are almost none left. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
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Reintroduce more wolves because the ice bridge to the mainland hasn't happened much due to climate change. The island is not getting the influx of new 

genetic material needed to grow or even sustain the population. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
What alternatives? 

 

Topic Question 6:  

It's simple really - reintroduce more wolves to the island to ensure a healthy moose population in check which in turn sustains healthy vegetation. 

 

Comments:  
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Please add new wolf packs to Isle Royale NOW so balance is restored to the island. 

 
Comments: Please add new wolf packs to Isle Royale NOW so balance is restored to the island. 
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I believe the Park Service should follow Alternative A, and allow the populations or wolf, moose, and plant life to take its natural course. This would be the 

minimum impact possible, and would be consistent with a wilderness habitat.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

First and foremost I believe nature should be allowed to run its course. I understand that a large moose population may result in over eating of vegetation, 

however I do not believe the park service should intervene as this would end a over half century experiment. While the damage to vegetation may be 

aesthetically unappealing in some areas for visitors, Isle Royale is a wilderness, not a museum, and nature is not always pretty or kind. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Minimum intensity. Wilderness means free of human impact, and few places on Earth are as pristine as Isle Royale. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change is a global phenomena, and is not going to be stopped by small changes. Thus although minimizing environmental impact and fossil fuel 

use by the park is a good idea, it will not have any impact on the Earth's climate. I believe the park service should set a good example by being as carbon 
neutral as possible, however I believe money would be best spent on education as a scary percentage of Americans don't even believe in climate change.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I do not like that many of the alternatives involve humans interfering with the natural progression of an ecosystem just because we don't like it, or find it 

unhealthy. Death and extension are part of nature, and the decline in wolf population is not as a result of human impact, but as I understand it inbreeding to 

a large degree. The only time I support human intervention is to correct for clear human caused damage. An example of this would be when the park 

service had to respond to a virus introduced to the wolf population due to a visitor bringing a dog to the island. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Thank you for reading my comments. 

 

Comments:  
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Other than what? 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The health of all three needs to be considered and the balance in numbers. Now the moose are out of control and certain species of trees and plants are in 
decline. The wolf numbers need to be increased to keep the moose healthy by culling the weak and keeping the numbers down. I also think the interest of 

the population that goes to Isle Royale should be considered. Many people want to go to a place wild enough for wolves to live. The life of the wolf pack is 

an inspiring one- -mate for life, take care of your children all your life, keep your cubs in line, enjoy the wilderness. Seeing photos of the wolves playing in 

the snow is important for many people. Wolves live in a harsh environment and yet they have adapted well and really seem to enjoy the snow, cold, and 

ice. 
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Topic Question 3:  

There should be little more development of buildings and places of convenience. The trails and campsites should be kept safe and clear for backpackers and 

day hikers. All the known steps should be taken to keep the environment pure including the kitchen having a garden and doing more composting.  
 

Topic Question 4:  

NPS needs to bring in two more wolf packs, each with an alpha male and female and perhaps two cubs. Place these packs far away from each other where 

other packs, whose members have died out, have had some successbringing down moose. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I do not know what the preliminary alternatives are. 

 
Comments: Isle Royale National Park needs to hold on to its reputation as the wildest, most pristine Park in the continental USA. It needs wolves as a 

reality and a symbol. The health of the vegetation of Isle royale depends on fewer moose, which means more wolves. We have studied the population for 

years. Now it is time to ACT. Bring in wolf packs according to the researchers who know what is needed. 

the reputation of wolves needs to be rehabilitated. They don't eat people and pretend to be their grandmothers. They don't eat grandmothers! Let people 

imagine the lives of wolves on Isle Royale and write new stories that show their loyalty, perseverance, caring and teaching techniques. 
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I feel it is important to re-establish the wolf population, in a natural way. To bring in local Minnesota wolves, breeding pairs to re-populate the island. To 

replicate as if they came naturally,then stayed on the island from an ice bridge,which is a possiblity, as it almost was in the winter of 2015 and from earlier 

in their history of immigration to the Island. The wolves should not be related to increase the genetic pool. And to begin again so to speak.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

There are now too many moose and the vegetation is getting compromised. At times, man must help if need be rather than a 100% hnds off approach. The 

wolves need our help. Helping responsibly, but in as natural a manner as possible is best.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Man must help rarely, and with much consideration. The time is now, the waiting has been too long and now the current wolves are beyond help.  

 
Topic Question 4:  

Climate can not be changed. Isle Royale needs to be allowed to change naturally,as it will.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

Hands off approach: the wolves were not sustainingthemselves and suffered deformaties and non-breeding due to interbreeding. Its been hard to watch 

them suffer the past few years. 

Limited Help: I am in favor of limited help by re-establishing the wolf population, in a natural way. To bring in local Minnesota wolves, breeding pairs to 
re-populate the island. To replicate as if they came naturally,then stayed on the island from an ice bridge,which is a possiblity, as it almost was in the winter 

of 2015 and from earlier in their history of immigration to the Island. The wolves should not be related to increase the genetic pool. And to begin again so 

to speak. with the lack of ice bridge options as the climate warms, some help is needed 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I have visited the island three times. The first time in Sept 2010. Chippewa Harbor Pack was near Lake Siskiwit and I heard several wolves yipping while 

they chased a moose. The next vist two years later, in Sept 2012 i saw fresh wolf scat, 45 minutes old, just on the edge of Chippewa Harbor Campground 

near the shelter. The last visit in Sept of 2014, there was no evidence of wolves and my visit was rather sad and the island did not seem to hold as much 
mystery and adventure knowing there were not much of a population any longer. i am not visiting until wolf packs are back on the island.  

 

Comments: Isle Royale is a better place with wolves, please bring them back to the island.  
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I believe nature moves to its own time table, however, we can enhance it by taking a great deal of care in choosing to enhance, not destroy. I have been 

going to Isle Royale for 20 years, every year. I believe that wolves are an integral part of the island and the island experience. By "re-stocking" wolves, we 

are saving vegetation which an overabundance of moose will destroy. While there is now open hunting of wolves in Northern Michigan, we have the 

chance to "transfer" some of them to Isle Royale, instead of killing them. Seeing as the 3 remaining wolves on the island are maybe not mating and one is 

in very poor health, we shouldn't wait too long for the bureaucracy to run its course which will probably take longer than nature will. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

By enhancing the wolf population, you would be taking care of several elements of the moose, wolf, vegetation problems. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Changing climate in inevitable, as there have been several climatic changes over the history of the earth. Maybe that is an area we can do nothing about. 
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Topic Question 5:  

I believe wolves should be re-established on Isle Royale. 

I dislike doing nothing about it. 
 

Comments:  
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Bring in some wolves. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

impact of wolves vs other animals there. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
close watch 

 

Comments:  
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Consider more than one predator to keep the moose population balanced. Rather than concentrate on studying moose that are dead (usually lunch of the 

wolves) - more active study of living moose health. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Vegetation seems to take the back seat. More balanced moose population management should be considered rather than the allowing the wild population 

swings and the extensive fir browsing. This could accomplished by either managing the wolf population with a diverse gene pool or hunting. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Sleeping Bear Dunes - specifically South Manitou Island - is actively managed with regard to wildlife. When deer cross from North Manitou or the 

mainland they are shot by the park service. North Manitou Island has an annual deer hunt. This is two examples of active management of a National Park 

wilderness area being managed within the State of Michigan. Therefore the moose and wolf populations can benefit from active management, particularly 

given the vast historical dataset of moose/wolf ratios. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

I have not noticed a climate impact on Isle Royale - at least not to the degree that the moose have impacted the island.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

Letting the moose have their way with the island is dangerous from several perspectives including potential permanent damage to vegetation and 

potentially dangerous encounters with people (heightened by browse issues). 

 

Topic Question 6:  
My personal opinion (an Isle Royale visitor, biology degree, Ph.D., frequent backpacker) is that the wolf population should be managed to maintain a 

viable genetically diverse population that can keep the moose population in check.  

 

Comments: Thank you for allowing input into a complex situation. 

 
Correspondence ID: 34     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,16,2015 21:26:12 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Management tools that could be used are college study work on project,actual biologists that have devoted time of study in observing moose /wolf 

relationships,the effect man has had on the situation that brought us to this stage 

 

Topic Question 2:  
I believe man created many situations that influenced the balance between the two species from abandoned mines from which wolves were lost to such as 

climate change to influence ice bridging 

 

Topic Question 3:  

the type and intensity warrented should fit the situation to provide a healty balance , a designation label would of be great if you could undo mans mark on 
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the lands or his actions but to let a species die off and to claim man had nothing to do with it is a lie , in some way shape or form he did so the designation " 

wilderness" is unwarrented,it never can be..I believe only get involved when it is absolutely warrented,like with the mess going on now hunters wanting it 

one way citizens the other 

 
Topic Question 4:  

A active one but a slow one unless its a emergency to prevent a specie die off,this world is ringing the alarm bell and will take many years to turn it around 

not something to be done with the thinking process has to change first,  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I am not foud of the length of time its taking to decide either to allow fresh genes or let them die off the wolf population was allowed to dip too low 

 

Topic Question 6:  
I hope that my children and their children and future generations will be able to see this world as it was before mans scars this earth much more but 

knowing politicians and politics I have no faith in that ever happening 

 

Comments:  
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All of the plans except the last on e culling should never be allowed on the peoples lands as it unfairly benefits certain people 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The balance should of been addressed in 2010 
 

Topic Question 5:  

The fact that you are only holding town hall meetings with "the local population" seems unfair ,as I have to work and the gov takes my taxes same if not 

more for such alternatives, but the locals are the only ones that stand to benefit from some of them,I also would love to live off the lands and get closer to 

natural living and nature with my family 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I like the introduction of new wolves but who is to say that the new wolves are disease free,dont carry mange,compatible,too many variables..fall down a 
mine ventilation shaft ect.... 

 

Comments:  
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A hands off approach to the problems of Isle Royale is not appropriate. Since we created the problems, I. e. global warming, fewer ice bridges to allow 

wolves to migrate into the Park, vegetation changing to less acceptable food sources for moose in winter, & bringing diseases to the Island that effected the 

wolf population. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Culling moose is not a solution. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Take a look at what has happened at Yellowstone with it's introduction of a new wolf population. It has had a balancing effect on the entire ecosystem in a 

positive way. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Bring in a healthy wolf population and first see how nature balances things out. Then review after a given time period. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Culling moose = forget about it. 

reintroduce wolves = It worked at Yellowstone. 

 

Comments:  
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Only the occasional reintroduction of new wolf blood, that would occur naturally but for shore development. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

A flora-fauna balance 

 
Topic Question 3:  

As hands off as possible 

 

Comments:  
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It's a little late now, but a genetic rescue would have been a nice thing to consider 5 years ago or so, giving a chance for a introduction of new wolves to 

thin the blood line of the extremely inbred wolves on the island at the time. 

 

At present, anything other than a sizable reintroduction of a new group of wolves seems to fall short of what will be needed.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

To think that this is still a hand off management program, no human intervention, etc is a bit naive. Global warming, yes I believe in it, is having an effect 

on the island, as indicated by the recent infestation of ticks and and bees. In 2010 when I was last on the island, we ran into ground bees that were 

apparently a new and growing problem, all related to the overall warming of the island.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

The designation of wilderness should not impact the considerations for what to do. It may be designated wilderness, but it has felt the human impact for 
decades. So manage the island, it's 100% ntional park, it's what you're in charge of. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

The management needs to change in the face of changing climate. It's real and it's having an effect, so to manage otherwise would be irresponsible.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I hate, hate the fact that it's taken the NPS sooo long to get to this point. You've known about these issues for years, the results were very predictable, yet 
you've waited at least 10 years to do anything. This is a process that should have been embarked on 10 years ago, in preparation for this day, when the next 

winter could be the last winter with wolves on the island. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

You have access to a project and it's research that has been ongoing for more than 50 years. Please use this valuable information and scientific research to 

aid in your decisions. Rolf Peterson and his team are the once constant, other than the wolves and moose themselves, over the past half century. He's more 

in tune with the island and it's population, the ecological change, the effects of climate change, etc. than any other source of information you have.  

 
Comments:  
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I read the newsletter. From my limited perspective/knowledge of the concept of animal management, it seems option D, augmenting the wolf population 

while concurrently managing the moose population makes the most sense and seems to be the best 'balance.' 

 

Comments:  
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Reduce the moose population either through relocation to areas where moose population is unnaturally low, or culling through managed hunts. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The wolf population that exists on the island now represent the effects of an unusual event that has played itself out naturally.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Just reduce the moose population 

 

Topic Question 4:  

First, determine whether or not current models are correct, especially in light of the inaccuracy of the past models 

 

Comments:  
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Consider extirpating moose and wolves, and return to woodland caribou with lynx. Perhaps biologists think this would not work. It's the main thing I 
wanted to hear more about. 

 

Comments:  
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Alternative Concept D 

(introduce wolves once and 

reduce the moose population) 

 

Reestablish wolves on the island by bringing in new wolves one time; reduce moose 
density if/when the wolf population is no longer impacting the moose population 

and moose herbivory is having a demonstrated impact on park resources 

 

Comments: I'm not an expert on anything remotely close to the situation the park is facing.(that is why 2-6 are blank) I do know that is a fantastic park that 

draws people and money to help support it. Obviously one of the key factors that draws people to the island is the wolf and moose population. Why not 

continue to support what has already been established on the island? If we let nature "take it's course", the moose will destroy the island and eventually 

starve to death. Doesn't seem like good PR for the National Parks Service. Hey, they're reintroducing wolves all over the north, why not help little ol' Isle 

Royal along? I'd really hate to see IR go wolf free.... 
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Re-introduction of wolves, as described in Alternative B, should be the goal. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The health of other wildlife on the island. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The lowest-intensity management possible should be used. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

n/a 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Wolves are vital to the island. The lower frequency of ice bridges caused by man-made climate change has created a need for man-assisted migration. The 
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moose population needs the natural selection process of predators in order to maintain a healthy population. With that being said, once the wolves are 

introduced, human interference with them should cease.  

 

Topic Question 6:  
n/a 

 

Comments:  
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Let Nature Manage the Wildlife on Isle Royal 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Leave natural predator prey relationship manage the natural resources of the island.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Develop a hands off management policy.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

World climate change has been with us since the beginning of time. The World's Climate is very Dynamic, how is the NPS going to change it to a static 

climate. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Worry more about invasive species destroying our environment rather then trying to stop nature's changes. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

There has been more than enough studies of the wolf and moose. after all the decades of studies what is left to discover.  

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 45     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,17,2015 12:19:51 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
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import fresh wolves from Minnesota. Existing wolves on Isle Royale are too inbred to survive any period of time. It appears that this is very unlikely to 

happen naturally as there have been two years that the channel between Isle Royale and Minnesota/Canada have been frozen with no successful transfer of 
new genes. The alternative is Serious damage of Isle Royale flora. There seems to be no alternative.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The only issue is the protection of Isle Royale ecosystem. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Sometimes wilderness requires some help 

 
Topic Question 4:  

So far, there appears to be little effect of climate change on Isle Royale, to my knowledge. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

The end result will all be the same. However, there may be signifigent instability before a new equilibrium is achieved without healthy wolves. 

 

Comments:  
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I'm pro letting it play out (no action) for now - so I don't see a need for additional tools / strategies at the moment.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

I'm very interested in the relatively simpler ecological community of Isle Royale and what we can learn about it scientifically. We have lots of studies 

about what landscapes look like after wolves come back - do we have really rigorous ones that look at exactly how it changes when they "blink out"? We 

generally know - but we don't have anything with the previous "wolf present" dataset that Isle Royale has followed up by "wolf absent". Wolves may also 
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come back on their own - and that similarly would be incredibly interesting and exciting. I don't think that we should assume that wolves should be a 

permanent part of Isle Royale.  

 

Topic Question 5:  
If wolves are brought in to supplement the population - how frequently must this be done to ensure a long term viable population? Is that something we 

want to do? I think we have a golden opportunity here to learn so much more about what happens when an important predator blinks out (if it does) and if 

they come back - what that "looks" like. If last year's ice bridge had broken up just a few days earlier - there would be 2 more wolves there right now. I'm 

interested in the science without an "*" (the * being that starting at such and such date wolves with approved genetics were relocated to Isle Royale). 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Take the worst case scenario - wolves blink out and moose crash and vegetation declines. I think we can learn a lot from that. Wolves haven't always been 

on Isle Royale - the island apparently survived a long time without them - is that possibly relevant to the discussion? 
 

Comments:  
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Any and all options that helps contribute to a balance wolf/moose population. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

What is best for the overall health of the island. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
As little as possible, while still maintaining the health and integrity of the island. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

See above. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I'm in favor of a healthy balance to keep the island healthy. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Please introduce more wolves to the island to reintroduce the balance in the population between wolves and moose. 

 

Comments: Introduce more wolves to the island! 
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the last remaining wolf could be uthanized to remove defective genes and one to three new wolf packs released to the island. This would ensure genetic 

diversity for a long period of time. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
keeping a healthy population of wolves would allow for natural balance of predator, pray and vegetation on the island. In my opinion hunting should not be 

used as a management tool to control moose population. Research can continue with the predator - prey relationship even though new wolf packs have been 

introduced to the island. Genetic mutation is now known to be an outcome of inbreading due to a decreased wolf population. There is still more to learn. A 

moderate die off of moose is to be expected given the current population and high browse line in the forest canopy. Following the rule of the sigmoid curve 

the die off will continue until the population reaches the level that the habitat can sustain it. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

As far as I know this island has been left in its natural state. Timber management would be a costly venture and I believe this forest should be left in its 
virgin state. Natural regeneration will occur when single or cohorts of trees die and create canopy gaps. Moose will limit regeneration until their numbers 

are lowered which is another reason to keep a healthy wolf population. Fire and other natural factors will encourage regeneration of the forest if left alone. 

Spruce budworm is hitting hard in the region. If it affects the borial tree species on the island it will promote a great deal of regeneration. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

no management should be considered as far as climate change is concerned. This should be incorporated into the experiment. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I do not think the experiment should be abandoned. Other than bringing wolves back onto the island human interaction should not be considered for 

management of flora or fauna. In my opinion it would end the experiment. Other than Gillopigose I know of no other place that is in its "virgin state" and to 

intervene would end that. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
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we have learned what can happen to wolves as their population dwindles. The extra vertebrae is unique to the wolves of the island and an obvious genetic 

malformation of inbreeding. We don't know what can still be learned from the natural happenings on this island. It would be interesting to see what climate 

change and natural selection has in store but this can only happen if the experiment continues. 

 
Thank you for your consideration  

 

Comments: It would be a shame to loose this historical site. Old growth successional forest are not only rare but a great place for foresters to learn. It is 

difficult to find true all aged forests. Few foresters really know what they actually look like. If forest management were incorporated into the plan that 

would likely be lost. 

 

I have been told that the animals have no real fear of humans. If hunting would be used as a management tool that would surely change. In my opinion it 

would be best to let nature do the work. The only help people should give is repopulating the predators and continue the experiment. Let's see what else we 
can learn. 
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I am unqualified to discuss this. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

I would think that over-browsing of the island by moose without having the check/balance of a predator may leave an abundance of dead and/or dying 

vegetation that would make the island more of a tinder box for a forest fire than it already is. 

About 10 years ago, when the moose population was around 2000,and there was the huge die-off of the moose, what type of effects did it have on the 

vegetation then? Obviously, the odors of the carcasses was nasty but that's life! 
 

Topic Question 3:  

If the 99% o the wilderness is going to be affected by the NPS decisions, I should think the management should be fairly intense. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

I think that climate change is going to have it's effects on the whole world and what happens with the management of IRNP is not going make a lot of 

difference. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Part of the Isle Royale experience is not in seeing a live wolf but of knowing of their presence, of hearing the howl in the middle of the night. If a hiker is 

blessed to see a wolf, that is wonderful! In the 30-40 years I have been coming to the island, I found a carcass off the trail when I got turned around.That 

was back in 1976. I have seen way more wolves living here in the Copper Country in just the last 10 years! 

 

Comments:  
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I don't understand this question. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Maintenance of visitor interest should be considered because as the 2015 transportation study shows, the Park is facing challenges with respect to 

maintaining its transportation system. That system is the most expensive per visitor in the entire Park Service. I think that visitor interest may be adversely 

affected by the absence of wolves, the hunting of moose within the park, or the denuding of island vegetation.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

I think that public sentiment and budgetary constraints rather than wilderness designation should control the type and intensity of management. Given the 

relatively high public cost per visitor, anything that has a significant adverse effect on visitor volume could start a downward financial spiral that results in 
a de facto 100% wlderness. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Assuming the politicians who have the ultimate say accept the existence of climate change, I think the NPS should recognize that ice bridges cannot be 

relied upon to maintain a wolf population in the future. If a wolf population is desired on the island, human intervention will be necessary. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
I think the hunting of moose from helicopters would be a public relations disaster. Using NPS or professional hunters, or auctioning permits to hunt would 

also be viewed unfavorably by the public in my view. A lottery of permits to hunt might be worth studying, but hunting in the wilderness zone during the 

fall would still be a tricky business from a public relations and a safety standpoint. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I think the maintenance of a wolf population is the least expensive means of moose management, and also the most consonant with the maintenance of 
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visitor interest and the wilderness ethic. 

 

Comments:  
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I favour maintaining a healthy wolf population. They are the most natural and effective way to maintain a healthy and appropriate moose population. The 

less human intervention (culling of moose) the better. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

I commend you on this process. I hope that people will engage in ti vigoroulsy, especially those with a good understanding of this kind of ecological 

system.  

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 52     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliati on:  

Received: Jul,18,2015 06:11:19 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Just leave it be. If anything other predators should be brought in. Bears, coyotes, cougars or a combinations of them. Wolves have been studied to death 

and there is absolutely no reason to be spending another penny of tax payers dollars on that animal. The wasted dollars with wolves and the Endangered 
Species Act is beyond rational.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The island is a breeding grounds for the likes of Wayne Pacelle.... STOP the wolf propaganda! A nation 18 trillion in debt don't need to be spending a dime 

on an animals like the wolf that is not endangered or threatened.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Like I said above .....leave it be. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Changing climate....in what way? Is this they type of question where the detective asks the suspect when did he stopped beating his wife? 

 

Topic Question 6:  

It disgusts me the number of dollars spent on wolves by a nation that is 18 trillion in debt and has 100 trillion in fun funded liabilities. YET, has money to 

spend on wolves!  
 

Comments: Stop the abuse of the Endangered Species Act.  
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Correspondence:     THE ARCHIPELAGO WOLVES ARE SEVERELY DIMINISHED IN NUMBER, AND IT IS AFFECTING THEIR GENETICS, 

SINCE THERE ARE NO NEW WOLVES THAT ARE CROSSING OR ABLE TO CROSS TO THE ISLAND. THESE FEW WOLVES SHOULD BE 

REMOVED (NOT KILLED)SINCE THEY ARE ON THE VERGE OF EXTINCTION. 

I SUGGEST THAT THEY BE RELOCATED TO CANADA SO THAT THEY CAN FIND NEW WOLF BLOOD TO MATE WITH AND ESTABLISH 

NEW PACKS. 
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I think you should introduce a male and female in the hopes of adding another breeding pair of wolves. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
If the moose population is kept in check that should help tje vegetation. 
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Topic Question 3:  

The moose-wolf study should be listened to.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
same answer as #3 

 

Topic Question 5:  

letting nature take its couse will not be good for the island or the moose population. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I know the history of the island originally didn't include wolves, but they did introduce themselves naturally, same as the moose and that is the current 

ecosystem that needs to be protected. 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Dear Ms. Green; 

A few years ago I wrote to you expressing my opinion on the subject of bringing to the Isle Royale wolves in order to strengthen the genetic health of those 

resident wolves now on the island. My position was and remains that Isle Royale is principally a place of moose and wolves in the minds of most visitors. 

The question of assisting nature in a wilderness area can be defended by the fact that man has so altered his environment that to expect to let nature take its 

course is in our present day an obsolete position (global warming preventing the formation of "ice bridges", the loss of three wolves to a man made mine 

shaft and the list could be expanded). To add healthy wolves seems to me a low risk proposition, not like bringing into the country Asian Lady Beetles or 

Asian Carp. 
This is a topic which has been debated for years and nothing has happened which leads me to assume you have developed a position which would disagree 

with mine. I would like to hear from you your position. Thank you for your time. 
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I am extremely concerned that at the same time wolves are being vilified in our media, and that our educational channels have been bought by moraless 

companies.. Isle Royal's wolves are suddenly at risk.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The wolves in the well , and the wolf killed by pellet guns seem to reflect the very dark and dishonest time our country has descended in to. Sad, heart 
wrenching, and creepy.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

If this is to be true wilderness.. our wolf families need to be protected from the human parasites that surround this island 

 

Comments:  
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Really. 

You have the foremost authorities in Rolf and John. There group has studies this for over 50 years.  
Just ask them. By the time you do all your studies the island will be destroyed. 

 

Comments:  
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Genetic rescue of the wolves, or wolf reintroduction (Alternative Concept B or C) 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The top priority of the National Park Service should be to preserve ecosystem health. If the flora and fauna composition on the island has any risk of 

changing in a way that will drastically reduce diversity or cause a loss of natural  
"checks and balances," the NPS should take reasonable action to prevent that change. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The Wilderness Act defines wilderness as "an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who 

does not remain." This statement no longer applies to Isle Royale when considering the wolf-moose-vegetation relationship. In the 1980's, humans brought 

a dog to the island that introduced parvo to the wolf populations. While this was a solitary event, it's impact was devastating. Many wolves succumbed to 

the disease, significantly decreasing the population. Any strictly-island population is going to have low genetic diversity, and this human-caused loss of life 

compounded the genetic diversity issue. It's impossible to say whether the wolf population would larger in the absence of the parvo epidemic, but it 
certainly caused the population to be "trammeled by man." The National Park Service states on its website that it's mission is to "preserves unimpaired the 

natural and cultural resources and values of the National Park System for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations." The 

natural resource in question, the wolves, have been impaired. Humans had a hand in their decline, even if that role can't be quantified. We should have a 

hand in making up for the mistake, preserving not only the wolves but the entire unique ecosystem that the island is known for so future generations can 

enjoy the island to the fullest.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
As the climate warms, it can be expected that cold-weather species won't do as well in the southern-most parts of their range. When looking specifically at 

Isle Royale, and island dominated by boreal forest, a change in vegetation composition is almost guaranteed. Warm-weather species will likely start taking 

root on the island, and those that require constant cool temperatures may be phased out. Moose have also been shown to experience adverse affects in 

warmer weather, and a warmer climate is going to present challenges for them in many ways, including a change in native plant communities. Conversely, 

wolves don't rely on boreal forests. They were historically found throughout the world, and currently persist as far south as India. While they will certainly 

be effected by a moose decline if one occurs, the moose population is currently at the largest it's been in over ten years. Even if the moose were to suffer a 

population crash, it's feasible that wolves could persist on the island's beaver population. What's happening to the wolves now is not an effect of climate 

change, and I don't think it should be considered when trying to decide how wolves should be managed in the future.  
 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like any of the options that call for moose management (Alternative Concepts D, E, and F). To my knowledge, there have been no large direct 

human effects to the moose population on the island. If that's accurate, the Isle Royale moose population can still be considered as "wilderness" under the 

Wilderness Act, and there is no reason that humans should actively, purposefully decrease their numbers. Furthermore, it would be terribly inconsistent to 

allow wolf extirpation in the name of a "hands off" approach, while managing the moose population through unnatural means.  

 
However, the moose do need to be regulated, as does every other species on the island. In a healthy ecosystem, this is something that the island's wolves 

should be doing. I support any alternative that preserves the wolf population at a level capable of regulating the island's moose (Alternative Concepts B and 

C). This addresses the problem at hand (a low wolf population), while staving off problems that can be expected in the future (a moose population beyond 

the island's carrying capacity, a complete change in vegetation composition due to over-browsing, and the possible loss of moose due to a lack of winter 

browse).  

 

I am vehemently opposed to the "do nothing" alternative (Alternative Concept A). Preserve the park for future generations as a unique ecosystem, 

unparalleled by any other place on Earth. Don't let it deteriorate to just another island, barren of the complex biological relationships it once had.  
 

Comments:  
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I would like th NPS to consider introducing a mated pair and their pack perhaps from Yellowstone or Canada if the remaining 3 wolves do not survive . 

 

Topic Question 2:  

No additional concessions or human conveniences should be allowed in hopes of letting the land and animals revitalize. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
If a balanced wolf / moose population can be brought back to the island and survive then in due time they will naturally maintain the  

environment with minimal "management" by the NPS. The NPS should work with the concessioner to maintain but not further develop the areas already 

frequented by humans. If the public cannot access Isle Royal I don't think they will support it. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change is definitely happening but how fast is unpredictable so we cannot depend on an ice bridge forming in future years thus they need for 

human intervention to introduce a healthy, breeding pair of wolves to reestablish new packs in due time. 
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Topic Question 5:  

I feel the most acceptable solution is to adopt Alternative Concept C - maintain both the wolves and moose - they need each other and the land needs them. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
I was fortunate enough to work in YNP in the late 90's and experience the thrill of seeing wolves thrive there. I have also heard them howl in Denali and 

seen their tracks in the White Mountains of AZ. I will be on ISRO next month and do not expect to see or hear one of the remaining wolves but hope to 

sense their presence and will pray for their survival. Since ISRO is primarily wilderness I feel it is imperative that a wolf population there be maintained. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to consider my thoughts. 

 

Comments:  
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Add Wolves to the Isle Royale Wolf Population.  
The current Wolf population decline has been strongly affected by 1-MINE SHAFTS which are not part of the natural environment, but Man-made),2- 

Canine Parvo Virus, Brought to the island by PEOPLE & their infected pets.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

with out the Moose's natural predator, the wolf, the Moose population will reach higher numbers, until the Lack of Food becomes the limiting factor for the 

Moose population. Starvation & disease will be the limiting force for Moose population.  

 

As a yearly visitor to Isle Royale National park, I would like to see a healthy eco-system for the Wolf-Moose population.  
 

Topic Question 6:  

There have been studies published by Michigan Tech Staff studying the island.  

To wait for "Further Studies" to be made is a waste of time.  

Further Studies create the inevitable "death by delay" of the current wolf population 

 

Comments:  
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See comment below 
 

Topic Question 3:  

MINIMAL degree of management beyond just the need to facilitate the right ecological balance according to the suggested minimal management plan 

described below under "comments" 

 

Topic Question 4:  

See my comments below 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Judged from extensive prior research about the dynamics of the moose-wolves-vegetation relationships it appears very evident that an ecological balance 

necessitates a sufficiently viable wolf population.  

Accordingly, it is paramount that the wolf population does not degenerate or dies out. This logically calls for a management plan with a renewal of the wolf 

gene pool to increase the viability/sustainability of the wolf population to counteract this possible, unfortunate scenario.  

 

Comments: Judged from extensive prior research about the dynamics of the moose-wolves-vegetation relationships it appears very evident that an 

ecological balance necessitates a sufficiently viable wolf population.  
Accordingly, it is paramount that the wolf population does not degenerate or dies out. This logically calls for a management plan with a renewal of the wolf 

gene pool to increase the viability/sustainability of the wolf population to counteract this possible, unfortunate scenario.  
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Introduce wolves from outside, re evaluate periodically to determine whether to take additional future steps. Maintain both wolves and moose on the island 

with a minimum of interference. Never employ hunting as a management tool. 
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Topic Question 2:  

Maintaining a healthy island eco system . 

 

Topic Question 3:  
See above, Question 1 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Monitor the effects of climate change and act appropriately to maintain a healthy island eco system that includes both wolves, moose. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like keeping the wolf/ moose presence. I dislike culling the moose by humans. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

I would value the science over everything else including my own opinions. I hope the decision is not political in any way. 

 

Comments:  
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None 

 

Topic Question 2:  

None 
 

Topic Question 3:  

None 

 

Topic Question 4:  

None 

 

Topic Question 5:  
I dislike the fact that you want to study nature but you also want to alter it to what you think it should be! If the wolfs die off and the moose over run the 

isle, mother nature will take over and reduce the herd. The earth has been through many climate changes and ice ages but the wolf and moose have 

survived with out your interference! 

 

Topic Question 6:  

For every action there is an reaction. Once you change something in nature you can't undo it. It sounds like you want to make this isle more like a zoo 

where everything is perfect, except life is not perfect, at least not the way you think it should be! 
 

Comments:  
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none 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Consider the issue that NPS introduced wolves into Yellowstone, at great expense and in the face of considerable opposition. The opposition and expense 

of introducing wolves at Isle Royale could be significantly less if you stop dithering. It has already been demonstrated that wolves have been a benefit to 

vegetation and more at Yellowstone. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Transport in some wolves from Minnesota and release them in an area of past human disturbance (Wilderness Area or not). No big deal. Doing so would 

have less impact on the Wilderness than some of the horse stock areas of other Wilderness Areas around the country. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Changing climate, which means fewer ice bridges, is a large part of the reason for the need to introduce more wolves. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

They are fine. Move on. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

In case you haven't noticed, the politics in America are becoming more hostile toward this kind of work. The longer you take studying this issue, the more 

it will cost, the more likely Republicans will use this project as a poster child for why NPS and biology should have fewer taxpayer dollars. 
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Comments: Isle Royale is dear to me. The first backpacking trip of my life occurred in 1981 when I backpacked from Windigo to Rock Harbor. I saw 

moose and heard wolves. It changed my life and is a big part of why I became a conservationist. 
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I would like to see young, unrelated wolves brought to the island. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Viability of ALL native species that call the island home. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

A viable balance of native species should be intensely maintained.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
I think this will be an ongoing effort. The science is absolutely necessary to evaluate best practices. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like talk of doing nothing.....humans caused the unbalance, humans need to repair it!!! 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Science has proven time and again that ungulate herds are healthier and do less damage to the environment when apex predators are present. Wolves are 

THE apex predator on Isle Royale, that balance, for all the island's species, needs to be maintained. 
 

Comments:  
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Bring in wolves from other areas in the UP or elsewhere to improve genetic diversity, being careful to cause as little disruption in these other packs as 

possible.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The health of the animals and how to protect it considering the isolation of Isle Royale.  

 
Topic Question 4:  

Can't answer. I'm not a scientist. Adapt as need be.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

This issue has been studied to death by biologists. Why not act on their suggestion to improve genetic diversity before it is too late? 

 

Comments:  
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Any and all resources available. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Wolves should be maintained at a population that can keep the moose population in check so that the vegetation is not over foraged. Whatever it takes to 

keep this natural cycle in place whether wolves need to be moved to the island - I support any financial resources needed from taxpayers so this can be 

done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Keep it all designated wilderness and natural. Why should this be a tourist attraction?  
 

Topic Question 4:  

Mankind has changed so much in our environment for the comfort of humans due to climate change - why not make some adjustments to help nature 

through the cycles of climate change also. 
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Topic Question 5:  

I don't know all the details - I just know that I want the wolves, moose and natural environment to stay in balance on Isle Royale. As a taxpayer and citizen 

of this state and country, I want educated scientists to do whatever it takes to make that happen. Climate change I am certain is due to all the terrible things 

that mankind has done to our environment - and I believe that "we the people" need to clean up the mess we have made. We owe it to our natural world. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Instead of asking if the people want to contribute money to the presidential campaign on our annual income tax return, how about if you add a checkbox if 

we would like to contribute money to the preservation of our federal and state lands, islands, etc. I am certain that there would be a very positive response. 

:) 

 

Comments:  
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See the changes proposed in my article 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Allow introduction of more wolves to the island 

 

Topic Question 3:  

As I have pointed out, all the laws that govern Isle Royale allow for wolf introduction by the park service. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
DECIDING THE FUTURE OF THE WOLVES OF ISLE ROYALE: 

A CASE STUDY ABOUT DYNAMIC ECOLOGY  

AND THE FUTURE OF U. S. NATIONAL PARKS 

Daniel B. Botkin  

Draft August 17, 2014 

 

Isle Royales Washington Harbor, a Tranquil Moment in a Wilderness  

 
Abstract: Using the problem of likely wolf extinction at Isle Royale National Park, I discuss possibilities for the future of Americas national parks in terms 

of dynamic ecology, the new understanding that ecological systems are always changing and have always changed. Dynamic ecology offers major 

alternatives to the past emphasis on no touch nature never altered by human actions. The two laws that govern the national parks, the Organic Act of 1916 

and, in some places including Isle Royale, the Wilderness Act of 1964, allow a set of human activities that lead to management that will be much more 

satisfactory to the public and to environmentalists and require less effort and costs than the existing alternatives. I call for the establishment of a new legal 

category of national parks and natural areas in general, Dynamic Ecology Conservation Areas, showing how these meet the ten reasons people value nature 

better than traditional approaches. 
 

Introduction 

Isle Royale National Park, a remote island in Lake Superior, 12 miles from the nearest mainland shore, is famous for its wilderness, which is one of the 

places in the United States least altered at any time directly by people. A series of parallel ridges and valleys, 45 miles long and 8 miles wide rising up out 

of Lake Superior, the island has rugged scenery of great variety.  

Not the easiest park to get to, it averages about 16,000 visitors a year, providing a wonderful opportunity for visitors to wander far from others and get a 

deep personal sense of the connections between oneself and nature. Peter A. Jordan, my colleague in my research on the island, who had worked there for 

many decades and hiked off the trails much of his time there, never came across another person more than a quarter mile from a trail. 
When I did ecological research on the island, I came to love its 45 lakes on this island within a great lake, and especially the view from the summit of 

Feldmann Ridge looking north, a view from hillside trees, down to a large wetland and then across a lovely variety of upland and lowland forests to the 

Lake Superior beyond and, in the hazy distance, the shores and hills of Minnesota and Ontario. 

 

Isle Royale is a series of ridges and valleys,  

 

Some valleys deep enough to be lakes 

 
The islands remote location has other advantages. No major oil, gas, or coal resources lie nearby, the only valuable mineral resources is some native (pure) 

copper but theres not enough to be worth commercial mining. No roads, no highway pollution, no competition for land development. 

Managing Isle Royale would therefore seem a snap among National Parks. Scenery was one of the primary motivations for the creation of Americas 

National Park System with the passage of the 1916 Organic Act. Therefore, just leave the island alone and let it be that wonderful natural area that people 

seek. 

But today the island is the focus of one of the most difficult and controversial management decisions the National Parks has faced and is facing. Another of 

the parks main attractions is the populations of wolves and moose and the predator-prey interactions among them. Many visitors come to see these two 
animals, hoping especially to catch a sight of a wolf. Isle Royale is also famous among scientists for its long-term research on the wolf-moose predator-

prey interactions. For over 50 years on Isle Royale, both wolves and moose, their main prey, have been monitored and studied, making it longest of any 

large vertebrate predator and prey interactions.,  

The wolves, however, are in trouble. The population has been declining, reaching just 9 in 2012, 8 in 2013, and 9 in 2014 - -- the lowest numbers ever 

recorded since the wolves arrived on the island. Also in 2012 no wolf reproduction was detected, the first time since the study of the wolves began in 1971. 

According to Vucetich and Peterson, the leaders of the wolf research on the island, the genetic health of the Isle Royale population has very likely been 

maintained by periodic gene flow, which is only possible during winters in which an ice bridge has formed. During the recent warming in this part of the 

world the frequency of ice bridges has steadily declined throughout the past five decades. They and fellow scientists therefore call for the reintroduction of 
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a few wolves from the mainland, to provide for genetic rescue.  

What should Jon Jarvis, head of the National Park System, do? Keep hands off and let the wolves go extinct, ending one of the best reasons people come to 

the park? Introduce wolves from elsewhere before the present population goes extinct, so that the population can be sustained rather than having to rebuild 

itself completely, and allowing the long-term predator prey study to continue? Wait and see if the wolves do go extinct and then, after some appropriate 
time, consider a wolf reintroduction? 

The National Park Service has in fact made a decision, stated in a press release: 

Isle Royale National Park announced last week-after two years of discussions with wildlife managers and geneticists and input from the public-that they 

will not be bringing wolves from the outside for the near term.  

"There is time to fully explore all the consequences of such an action, said Isle Royale National Park Superintendent Phyllis Green. 'If the island population 

of wolves declines to all males or all females, and if the moose population grows to over-browse island vegetation, bringing wolves to the island remains 

an option.  

"Our decision on a way forward is supported by our review of the best available science, law and policy," Green said in a news release. Vucetich and 
Peterson say they look forward to reading the review that led to this decision.  

 

At the heart of the matter is the prevailing view of American society about nature and people, especially about wilderness and people. The National Parks 

decision about the wolves of Isle Royale is consistent with, and reinforces, the still dominant belief in the balance of nature, the idea that nature is only at 

its best if left alone by human beings, and that left so, it achieves a balance that is constant, beautiful, most biologically diverse, and the only kind of nature 

within which a human being, allowed to be a visitor only, can find that spiritual connection to nature that our society associates with John Muir and Henry 

David Thoreau. If nature is only true if left alone, then we cannot interfere.  

But if nature is supposed to achieve a great balance, including a great chain of being- a place for every creature and every creature in its place - -- - how can 
Isle Royale be changing? Many will believe there must be something people have done to destroy natures harmony. 

The Isle Royale wolf dilemma is a dramatic demonstration of the questions that National Park System faces throughout as its centennial in 2016 

approaches. What should be the future of Americas National Parks?  

To seek an answer, the first thing is to consider what the law that set up Americas national parks allows. The National Park System was set up in 1916 with 

Congressional passage of National Park Service Organic Act, which states that its purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects 

and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment 

of future generations. The Act is quite open and makes no statements about what kinds of actions people can take nor about the limitations of any such 
actions. The hands-off idea about nature is not mentioned, stating simply that the parks should be managed to provide for the enjoyment of the same 

[scenery and wildlife] in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. Such manner and by such 

means certainly includes introducing more wolves to Isle Royale so that future generations can enjoy the wolf-moose predator-prey in action. 

But 1916 seems a time long past, and people are wondering how the national parks fit into America a century later, given the immense changes in 

America's society and composition, including: The passage of major environmental laws such as the Endangered Species Act of 1972 and the Clean Water 

Act of 1972; dominant political beliefs about people and environment; dominant goals for nature as perceived by those most concerned about environment; 

and increases in our understanding of the environmental sciences that are essential to managing these parks? The 1916 Organic Acts restrictions to scenery, 

rather than to other aspects of the islands ecosystems, and wildlife, rather than to all forms on life, seem an historical artifact, a matter of the focus and 
understanding of nature in the early part of the twentieth century by those who wrote the Act and their colleagues who influenced the thinking that led to 

the Act. 

Few knowledgeable experts today about people, nature, and environment, if asked to write a law establishing a national park system de novo, would use 

these limited terms. This leaves America with either updating the interpretation of the terms scenery and "wildlife" or revising the Act to generalize these.  

Although film maker Ken Burns has called the National Parks Americas best idea, there have been surprisingly few government sponsored reviews of the 

purposes of the parks, just two: the 1963 Leopold Report and the 2012 Revisiting the Leopold Report. The Leopold report, like the 1916 Organic Act, 

focuses narrowly on wildlife, but is much more restrictive in the demands it makes on the parks, stating: As a primary goal, we would recommend that the 
biotic associations within each park be maintained, or where necessary recreated, as nearly as possible in the condition that prevailed when the area was 

first visited by the white man. A national park should represent a vignette of primitive America. The goal was therefore reinterpreted to mean that the parks 

should to maintain the parks in a single condition, that balance of nature that is still so prevalent a belief. Reinforcing this view that the desirable nature was 

static, the Leopold report continues that "Management is defined as any activity directed toward achieving or maintaining a given condition [Italics added] 

in plant and/or animal populations and/or habitats" and There is no need for active modification to maintain large examples of the relatively stable "climax" 

communities which under protection perpetuate themselves indefinitely. Although the writers of the Leopold Report were asked to interpret for the future 

what the national parks should be, they restricted the answer to the then prevailing beliefs, scientific and cultural, seeing the parks through a glass darkly.  

The authors of the Leopold report, five men with great amounts of experience in the establishment of the science of ecology and in wildlife management 
and federal policies, were stating the prevailing understanding of the nature of nature undisturbed, as in a great balance, except as affected by people or in 

certain rare event, acknowledging these by stating that  

However, most biotic communities are in a constant state of change due to natural or man-caused processes of ecological succession. In these 

"successional" communities it is necessary to manage the habitat to achieve or stabilize it at a desired stage. For example, fire is an essential management 

tool to maintain East African open savanna or American prairie and where animal populations get out of balance with their habitat and threaten the 

continued existence of a desired environment, population control becomes essential. This principle applies, for example, in situations where ungulate 

populations have exceeded the carrying capacity of their habitat through loss of predators, immigration from surrounding areas, or compression of normal 

migratory patterns.  
The qualifications in the Leopold Report that allow for removing animals that become out of balance with their habitat would seem to readily be extended 

to the opposite, an introduction of wildlife, when the present population is out of balance with their habitat to put it in this old-fashioned term. My 

interpretation therefore is that although the Leopold Report assumes a balance of nature, it does in fact allow for the kind of actions necessary to keep the 

wolf population, and therefore the moose population, sustained on Isle Royale.  

The 2012 Revisiting the Leopold Report focuses on environmental change, and therefore allows changes to be made by people in the National Parks. 

Today, there is a growing understanding that natural populations and ecosystems are rarely static, never in a perfect balance of nature, but always changing, 

sometimes in response to external environmental changes, sometimes due to the internal system dynamics. Moreover, there is also a growing recognition 
that life on Earth has always existed within changing environments and therefore species has had to adapt to these changes to the point that many, in my 

experience, most, species require change in order to persist. Terry Anderson and I have called this dynamic ecology and the primary purpose of this paper 

is to consider how the management of Americas national parks must change to accept dynamic ecology. 

 

Isle Royale as a Legally-Designated Wilderness 

A further complication is that Isle Royale was designated in 1976 to be a wilderness as defined in the U. S. Wilderness Act. This Act is much more 

restrictive than the 1916 Organic Act and the two National Park Service requested reports, 1963 and 2012. It states that  

A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his own works dominate the landscape, is hereby recognized as an area where the earth and its 
community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain. An area of wilderness is further defined to mean in this 

Act an area of undeveloped Federal land retaining its primeval character and influence, without permanent improvements or human habitation, which is 
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protected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions and which (1) generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with 

the imprint of man's work substantially unnoticeable; (2) has outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation; (3) has 

at least five thousand acres of land or is of sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation and use in an unimpaired condition; and (4) may also 

contain ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value.  
 

However, the Wilderness Act specifically states that it does not override any of the provisions previously enacted for the U. S. National Park System, 

stating: 

(3) Nothing in this Act shall modify the statutory authority under which units of the national park system are created. Further, the designation of any area of 

any park, monument, or other unit of the national park system as a wilderness area pursuant to this Act shall in no manner lower the standards evolved for 

the use and preservation of such park, monument, or other unit of the national park system in accordance with sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this title, the 

statutory authority under which the area was created, or any other Act of Congress which might pertain to or affect such area, including, but not limited to, 

the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225; 16 U.S.C. 432 et seq.); section 3(2) of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 796(2)); and the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 
Stat. 666; 16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.). 

 

This suggests that the Organic Act of 1916 supersedes the Wilderness Act, and therefore legally national parks are open to actions that promote scenery and 

wildlife. 

 

Implications of Dynamic Ecology for Isle Royale and its Wolves 

As I stated earlier, the dominant belief about nature in the United States has been the balance of nature, which means that nature undisturbed by people 

achieves a constancy of form and structure, which would persist indefinitely in that single state, as long as undisturbed by people. As a consequence, nature 
is only unnatural when disturbed by us. 

The new understanding of nature, which we call dynamic ecology is that change is natural, that the environment has always changed and is always 

changing at many scales of space and time. As a result, all life has evolved with and adapted to change. Species that exist today have had to make this 

adaptation. And in many cases, species promote change, in this way outcompeting other species less adapted to certain kinds and rates of change. 

Furthermore, dynamic ecology places people within nature, and acknowledges that many landscapes that people appreciate most deeply and consider 

natural are a product of human actions combined with natures dynamics. 

This is not to say that all actions are good or desirable. On the contrary, it is clear that people have harmed nature in many places in many ways. As Ive 
written elsewhere, once we accept the naturalness of change, then nature becomes our guide. If a change is natural in kind and rate, then species have had 

time to evolve and adapt to it, often requiring it. Therefore, if we make those kinds of changes, the results are likely to be good or at least benign. It is novel 

changes, like the introduction of novel chemicals as pollutants, that we need to be concerned about more.,  

 

THE TEN REASONS PEOPLE VALUE THE ENVIRONMENT 

Let us therefore think generally about why people value nature, and therefore why the value national parks. Developing a management policy for the 

national parks that will serve for decades or more in the future must also consider effects of other deep changes in modern civilization and human societies 

during the past century. This leaves us with a number of possible goals for the national parks, as follows: 
1. Some believe the national parks should be managed for their primary original goal - -- scenery- which, as Alfred Runte as eloquently explained, was 

originally thought of in terms of geological wonders rather than biological diversity. 

2. Today's environmental sympathies suggest that "scenery" is more than geological wonders and includes functioning, representative ecosystems, 

especially where and when a particular kind is there's threatened or endangered. 

3. The 2012 report proposed it be managed for "environmental change." Some believe, and this can be read into the 2012 report, that the National Parks 

should be used as a weapon against global warming, to the subjection of the other local (within a parks boundaries goals. 

4. Some believe the parks should have as the prime objective to meet the desires of America's increasingly multicultural society, arguing that scenery as a 
primary goal is an outdated Northern European White man's interest and not important to today's minorities. 

5. We must also be aware that attempts to mine resources-geological and biological- -- in and near the NPs are always present 

 

When ecologists discuss the value of nature, they have traditionally listed just for reasons: utilitarian; public service; ecological; and moral. The first means 

that something in nature produces a produce or is a product that has direct use and may be commercial valuable. Public service is something nature does for 

us that we value and would take a lot of time and energy for us to do ourselves, like bees pollinating flowers; moral means the right to exist independent, so 

it is said, of human preferences. Ecological refers to the idea that species have roles in their ecosystems, and that some of these are necessary for the 

persistence of their ecosystems, perhaps even for the persistence of all life. Everything else is lumped into a vague category under the term aesthetic.  
Having immersed myself in nature throughout my life, thought about it, studied it, tried to understand it, and tried to solve some environmental problems, I 

have come to believe there is much more to a person's valuation of nature than these four categories. There's a special feeling I get going into wilderness 

that is something else than what one could say is seeing a beautiful view. Henry David Thoreau expressed this directly and with a sense of humor: I caught 

a glimpse of a woodchuck stealing across my path, and felt a strange thrill of savage delight, and was strongly tempted to seize and devour him raw; not 

that I was hungry then, except for that wildness he represented. That's a fun approximation of what I am trying to say.  

My conclusion is that there are ten reasons people value nature: utilitarian; public service; ecological; moral; theological; experiential; aesthetic; 

recreational; spiritual; and creative. Utilitarian, public service, ecological and moral as generally stated. To these I add tTheological means that some 

religions value nature and its diversity directly, and a person who subscribes to that religion supports this belief.  
 

Cross-country Hiking on Isle Royale.  

Which values of nature is this man enjoying? 

 

Aesthetic, experiential, recreational, spiritual, and creative reasons for valuing biodiversity have to do with the intangible (nonmaterial) ways that nature 

and its diversity benefit people. These are oft en lumped together, but we separate them here. Aesthetic refers to the beauty of nature, including the variety 

of life. Recreational is what it seems-that people enjoy getting out into nature not just because it is beautiful to look at, but because it provides us with 
activities that are enjoyable and healthy. Experiential means the what-its-like to be within some kind of natural setting, for example, what it is really like to 

be in a dark, dense forest far from a road? Some people like to get near dangerous animals, like grizzly bears, to get a feeling for what this is like. It is 

something other than aesthetic, because that refers to finding beauty. Experiential is not limited to nature, of course. One could get an experiential reaction 

from visiting a famous city like Venice, Italy or New York Citys Manhattan. As one author put it, natural vegetation can influence people's moods, 

contribute to stress reduction, and promote medical recovery.  

 

Recreational Fishing at Isle Royale 

 
Spiritual refers to the way that contact with nature and its diversity have moved people ever since nature and its diversity have been written about, an 

uplifting often perceived as a religious experience. Creative refers to the fact that artists, writers, and musicians find stimulation for their creativity in 
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nature and its diversity.  

 

Getting in touch with nature, off the trail,  

on Isle Royale 
 

To these kinds of formally designated wilderness, we should add the kind of landscape that Thoreau sought, a place where he could experience wildness, a 

spiritual state existing between a person and nature, which he distinguished from wilderness, which was land or water unused at present by people and thus 

a state of nature. As I discuss in No Mans Garden: Thoreau and A New Vision for Civilization and Nature, wildness meant so much to Thoreau that 

elsewhere he wrote: I caught a glimpse of a woodchuck stealing across my path, and felt a strange thrill of savage delight, and was strongly tempted to 

seize and devour him raw; not that I was hungry then, except for that wildness he represented. For Thoreau it was possible to find this wildness in places 

quite close to home and civilization, like Walden. It is much like the idea behind Japanese gardens, meant for reflection and meditation. 

Many places could evoke this sense of wildness, depending on ones sensitivities and experiences, but we can do much on the same scale to create some 
kinds of parks with this purpose in mind, including a city park that is isolated from the citys noises.  

 

The Kinds of Nature Preserves 

As I have discussed, the past predominant belief about our national parks is that they represent, as the Leopold Report put it, as nearly as possible in the 

condition that prevailed when the area was first visited by the white man - nature in its single permanent state of balance. Now that we understand that 

nature is quite the contrary, non-steady-state ecosystems never constant, it seems to be that there are three kinds of natural areas that we must maintain in 

the future: no-action wilderness, nature as it is believed to have been in some past state, such as preagricultural wilderness, and dynamic ecology 

conservation areas, in which changes are accepted and introduced as needed to meet the various needs and desires of people, as I have already discussion, 
and also as necessary for the conservation of biodiversity, for maintaining specific species, groups of species, or examples of kinds of ecosystems. I review 

these three types in turn. 

 

Natural area type I: Wilderness untouched by human actions 

The first is an area untouched by direct human actions, no matter what happens. This kind of wilderness is necessary for observation as a baseline from 

which scientists can measure the effects of human actions elsewhere; it is an essential calibration of the dials we should set up to monitor the state of 

nature.  
 

Natural Area Type I, No-touch. The Thain Family Forest 

At Bronx Botanic Garden, never burned, never logged. 

Some of them may be pleasant for recreation, but some may not be, and some may become a nature never seen before. As should be clear by now, these 

will not be as nearly as possible in the condition that prevailed when the area was first visited by the white man.  

The idea here has been to establish nature as it always was. But consider what is known about Americas first legally designated wilderness area, the 

Boundary Waters Canoe Area of Minnesota, a 1 million acre wilderness. what is the true character of this wilderness that people seek in the Boundary 

Waters? That was a question that intrigued Miron (Bud) Heinselman (1920-1993), a career U.S. Forest Service scientist, a native of northern Minnesota, 
and one of the major proponents of the wilderness designation for the Boundary Waters. I got to know and admire Bud during the 1980s when I was doing 

research in and near the Boundary Waters. He was another of those fine naturalists like Murray Buell, a great observer who paid attention to what he saw 

and never, to my knowledge, reached conclusions in spite of appearances to the contrary. 

Bud Heinselman studied the history of the vegetation of the Boundary Waters, using three kinds of evidence: written history; existing forests; and lake 

sediments. Heres what he found out. Pollen deposits from the Lake of the Clouds within the Boundary Waters Canoe Area indicate that the last glaciation 

was followed by a tundra period during which the ground was covered by low shrubs now characteristic of the Far North, as well as reindeer moss and 

other lichens and what botanists informally call lower plants-mosses, club mosses, and their relatives. As the climate warmed a bit, the tundra was replaced 
by a forest of spruce, species now found in the boreal forest of the North and dominant in many areas of Alaska and Ontario. The climate continued to 

warm, not at a constant rate but with a good bit of variation. About 9,200 years ago the spruce forest was replaced by a forest of jack pine and red pine, 

trees characteristic of warmer and drier areas. Paper birch and alder immigrated into this forest about 8,300 years ago; white pine arrived about 7,000 years 

ago; and then there was a return to spruce, jack pine, and white pine, suggesting a cooling of the climate.,, 

Thus, every thousand years a substantial change occurred in the vegetation of the forest, reflecting in part changes in the climate and in part the arrival of 

species driven south during the ice age and slowly returning. (Species that could live in the same climate did not all arrive back in that climate at the same 

time, because seeds of each species move at different rates from one another.) 

 
Lake with conifer forests in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, Minnesota, 1 million acres of legally designated wilderness, and the first so designated 

wilderness established in the United States. Its large size suggest that a light touch would be needed for actions to retain a wilderness feel. This is, however, 

a legally no-touch area. 

 

The question is, which of these forests represented the natural state? Or, putting it a slightly different way: If our goal were to return the Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area to its natural condition, which of these forests would we choose? Each appears equally "natural" in the sense that each dominated the landscape 

for approximately 1,000 years and each occupied the area when human influence was nonexistent or slight. The range of choice is great-from ice to tundra 

to boreal forests to hardwood forests to prairie- --representing kinds of vegetation communities now distributed thousands of miles apart and some that no 
longer exist. If the goal is to seek the state that existed for the longest time in the several hundred thousand years, then that would be under two miles of 

glacial ice. 

 

Natural area type II: nature as we believe it was at some specific time in the past 

The second kind, nature as we believe it appeared at some past specific time, is an area that has the appearance of landscape or seascape that most closely 

matches the ideal of wilderness as it has been thought about in recent decades. In North and South America, Australia, New Zealand, and other places in 

which the time of arrival of modern technological man is readily dated, the idea is to create natural areas that appear as they did when first viewed by 
European explorers, as The Leopold Report states and the Wilderness Act details. In the Americas, this would be the landscape of the seventeenth century. 

It is necessary to choose a time period that has the desired appearance, discussed earlier for the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, which, from the end of the 

last ice age until the time of European colonization, passed from ice and tundra to spruce and jack-pine forest. If natural means simply before human 

intervention, then all these habitats could be claimed as natural, contrary to what people really mean and really want.  

There are nature preserves that are intended to do just this. The Thain Family Forest at the New York Botanical Garden to be such as place, believing in a 

balance of nature. But that forest, like others in eastern United States, that have never been touched, have little resemblance to the wilderness in the 

sixteenth and early seventeenth century, supposed to be filled with only very large trees widely spaced, as I explain elsewhere.,  

In the twentieth century, this demand for reconstructing the past reached extremes with the work of zoologist Paul S. Martin, who called for resurrecting 
the biological diversity of sometime before 10,000 years ago, before American Indians arrived in the New World. He was asked in an interview published 

in American Scientist, If you were suddenly put in charge of an effort to repopulate North America with species lost during the late Quaternary, where 
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would you begin? What animals would you most like to see roaming the continent again? 

Martin replied, I would like to see free-ranging elephants in secondary tropical forests of the Americas. Until the end of the Pleistocene, forest and savanna 

in the New World tropics supported three families of elephants.  

Given the vast problems that arise from invasive species, this is an extremely odd goal for someone concerned about conserving biological diversity. 
To believe one of these fixed times is best and necessary is to believe in an imaginary world quite different from the history of life on Earth as so well 

revealed by twentieth-century studies in paleontology. As I have discussed, and many paleontologists have shown, our planet has gone through many 

changes in life-forms, degrees of diversity, and dominant species, and each stage has been consistent with the persistence of life past its time.  

 

Natural Area type III: Dynamic Ecology conservation areas. 

Dynamic ecology conservation areas, the third type of natural region, are set aside to to meet a variety of the reasons people value nature, and to sustain 

biological diversity, either for a specific species, such as Kirtland's warbler, or for a kind of ecological community or ecosystem. Because we have so 

altered the landscape and have allowed inadvertently only small patches of former habitats to remain, most of these areas require active intervention on our 
part if they are to persist. For example, to manage the habitat of Kirtland's warbler in a way that allows the species to survive, we must pay attention to the 

frequency of fires and increase or reduce the rate so that it best suits the needs of that species. If the global climate changes, whether or not because of our 

actions, we may have to relocate the natural area for the warbler and also learn how to persuade it to move there. Then again, male Kirtlands warblers have 

recently been heard singing in Wisconsin, far from where we believed they would nest. 

 

Conserving Biodiversity in the Pine Barrens Forests of New Jersey  

 

Eastern Kingbird lives in young woods Pine warblers prefer old-growth 
 

It is important to understand the distinctions among these three kinds of natural areas, each of which represents a different aspect of the older meanings 

attached to wilderness. Each is quite different from the others, and generally it wont be possible to manage the same area to be all three at once: truly 

undisturbed; appearing as in a specific time such as a presettlement landscape; and functioning to conserve endangered species or biological diversity. 

Under the old perspective on nature, one could assume that all three goals would be accomplished in any area simply by removing all human actions. To be 

viable, each kind of natural area must be a certain size (as yet generally undetermined). For example, Kirtland's warbler conservation areas must be large 

enough to support the breeding territories of hundreds of males.  
 

Heavily managed with selective logging and prescribed burns, 

Pine Barrens forests of New Jersey promote biodiversity.  

Bob Williams, certified forester with 30 years experience in the Pine Barrens, planning these selective harvests and prescribed burns, received the New 

Jersey Audubon Society 2013 Conservationist of the Year award for his work, long considered in the past to be the worst kind of anti-nature human 

interference. 

 

The smaller the conservation area, the more kinds and more intense our actions must be. The smallest area is simply a zoo, in which we provide all the 
necessities and remove all the wastes for the forms of life that we maintain there. At the opposite extreme is nature before technological civilization, where 

vast areas unaffected by human beings existed. The amount of effort required to maintain a preserve of any size depends also on the characteristics of the 

species found there, including life-history characteristics, such as size and longevity.  

 

Intense management including removing excess fuel and light prescribed fires, have restored these Ponderosa Pine forests to the way they looked over wide 

areas in presettlement times, wildly spaced large trees with grasses growing in between. In contrast, an adjacent Nature Conservancy natural area that is no-

touch has changed greatly, filled with very dense small trees and large amounts of woody fuel that eventually leads to fires that are highly destructive and 
from which the forests take a very long time to recover. 

 

Maintaining wilderness areas in the future will require that we develop ways to make these lands secure from undesirable uses. As resources become 

limited and the human population continues to grow, there will be increasing pressure on natural areas for extracting timber, harvesting wildlife, and 

mining minerals. 

 

Implications for Isle Royale National Park 

The next step in considering the management for Isle Royale is to consider the ten reasons people value nature and discuss which will be satisfied by each 
of the three types of natural areas. (Those reasons are repeated here in Table 1.) 

 

Table 1 

 

Isle Royale as an untouched wilderness 

It seems likely, although not certain, is that the wolves will go extinct without genetic rescue, leaving the moose without a predator on the island. Having 

done research on the island from 1970-1975, I was surprised to see how much the moose had changed the island when I returned a few years ago. Moose 

are creatures of young forests and it is well-known that they tend to clear forests of early successional species and leave the late successional species, 
especially white spruce and sugar maple, which they dont like. In the 1970s the island was well forested and many stages and was a beautiful place in my 

impression. When I returned this century to the west end of the island, it had a different aspect, heavily cleared, dominated by small stems of trees and 

shrubs nipped off about two or three feet high by the moose, giving the island a messy uncared-for look that was not beautiful nor inspiring.  

One implication of the out-of-date balance of nature theory is that a population of a species of wildlife left to itself will increase in abundance to a 

permanent carrying capacity, or else an herbivore species requires a predator and that the two of them will reach a constant abundance of a series of regular 

cycles, known as the Lotka-Volterra cycles. But I know of no evidence that supports either, and the one of the excellent benefits of the long-term scientific 

study of the wolves and moose of Isle Royale is to test how closely, if at all, that predator-prey interaction leads to a permanent stable cycle of both species.  
The overwhelming evidence for a large herbivore like moose introduced into a new habitat, or in the case of the moose of Isle Royale, released from any 

predation, is quite different. Australian ecologist ecologist Graeme Caughley analyzed such cases and showed that a large herbivore so released from 

pressure or introduced into a completely new habitat increases a first to a very great abundance, overusing its resources, and then crashes to a much lower 

level. In the long-run, the population the varies considerably over time, but never reaches again any abundance near to its first maximum. A likely 

expectation, then, is that the moose will first increase to very high numbers, overeating key resources (most likely the aquatic plants so important for 

mineral nutrition of the moose) and then in many decades in the future the moose population will crash. It will then persist and much lower and time-

varying population levels.  

Which of the human values of nature will this choice satisfy? Only recreational, and its a long way to go just to hike in no longer beautiful woods with 
either moose very common or not very common. Not a very good choice from a human perspective 
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Isle Royale as Natural area type II: nature as we believe it was at some specific time in the past 

Many will thing that the obvious choice for Isle Royale, given modern American environmentalism, would be what the Leopold Report called for - as the 

first white man saw it. The islands vegetation has been well studied as early as 1905, with one of the most detailed and interesting analyses done by 

botanist Cooper in 1913. 
That Isle Royale as seen by the first white man would have no wolves or moose, and the dominant large vertebrate was caribou. These were still on the 

island around the turn of the twentieth century, but were moving north, for reasons nobody understood, and the moose came to the island in the first 

decades of the twentieth century, on their own and again for reasons no one understood, except that they were expanding on the mainland. The vegetation 

formed very dense forests from ridge top boreal of spruce and fir to well-drained downslope eastern deciduous dominated by sugar maple but relatively 

biologically diverse, and including large wetlands and the more than 40 lakes on the island, with their complement of northern North Hemisphere aquatic 

vegetation. The island would have a variety of habitats, most much denser and therefore quite difficult for hiking, lacking any trails.  

This Isle Royale would not satisfy the current desire to have wolves and moose nor the continuation of the long-term study of their interaction. For 

simplicity, let us include scientific research among the creative category, and this option would fail to meet the current scientific interest. However, and this 
is the serious downside, this choice would require continued management of many kinds, including logging to get rid of vegetation that was not part of that 

scene, rebuilding where natural erosion had changed important drainages, hunting and removal of species not characteristic of that time. It would therefore 

not meet the terms of the Wilderness Act of 1964, which states that a wilderness is  

an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain . . . retaining its primeval 

character and influence, without permanent improvements or human habitation, which is protected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions and 

which (1) generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of man's work substantially unnoticeable; (2) has 

outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation.  

 
But it could serve, especially for people not familiar with its history, and visiting the island where and when there was not logging nor recent clear-cuts, nor 

active hunting. It would therefore at times and in places meet the experiential; aesthetic; recreational; and spiritual values, but only at certain times and 

certain places. The costs to maintain the island in that vegetation state would likely exceed what the National Park System could afford, and therefore this 

is a highly unlikely impractical choice.  

 

Isle Royale as Natural Area type III: Dynamic Ecology conservation areas. 

This choice allows for natural changes to take place and for people to introduce changes under certain circumstances. These circumstances would include 
inadvertent changes caused by human actions either within or outside a natural area that led to changes park managers determine do not meet the 

requirements of that natural area. It includes changes that are within a natural area that are not known to have been caused by human actions, but would 

lead the natural area to conditions that were not within those considered the goal of that area. Because managers would be working with dynamics changes 

that are inherent system characteristics, the required actions by people would be much less in kind and degree, and therefore the costs associated with 

management would likely be lower. This type of natural area meets the greatest number of reasons people value nature, Ecological, moral, experiential, 

aesthetic, recreational, spiritual, and creative.  

I can imagine colleagues immediately raising a concern that the allowance of some kinds of changes are bound to lead to legally permissible changes that 

run counter to the goals for the natural area. No doubt in the real world of politics, lobbying, and poor thinking, this is possible, but I reply that this 
approach is still going to be better in the long run than any of the alternatives. Of course, I am merely suggesting an idea here, which will have to be 

developed carefully before it would become legally binding. I have to add that given the way environmental issues have been politicized and cast as moral 

arguments rather than technical decisions, I fear for the worst. But one must still hope for the best and set up plans that are most likely to succeed in a 

society of people of good will devoted to rationality. 

 

Implications for All National Parks 

The implications of all national parks should be obvious. There are three, not one, kind of nature preserves, and no doubt some national parks are best 
served by one while other are best served by another, but overall, the analysis provided here shows that in terms of present laws that govern Americas 

national parks changes of the kind I describe are allowed, and that dynamic ecology natural areas will in more cases than not allow national parks to 

achieve their specific goals. In addition, Americas national parks will also be better able to be managed consistent with the goal of the original 1916 

Organic Act, preserving scenery in the largest meaning of that term, to include not just geological structures like Half Dome in Yosemite, and not just the 

structural grandeur attributed to giant sequoia, but also to wolves and moose interacting. 

The concept of dynamic ecology natural areas will also allow for a clearer and more ready path to decisions concerning attempts to exploit mineral and 

biological resources within and near parks. The basis for this statement goes beyond the scope of this paper. It will be clear to those familiar with the 

history of Americas national park or at least lead to more rapid, more rational, and better decisions when these issues arise. If there is interest, the specifics 
of this implication could be pursued in future articles. 

The failure to recognize that there are three types of natural areas leads readily to confusion and contradictions in management policies and in thinking 

about the national parks. For example, National Park director John Jarvis discussed the management of wilderness areas within the National Park System in 

Directors Order #41: Wilderness Stewardship. This document has an excellent goal, to improve the concept and management of legally designated 

wilderness within the national parks. However, the discussion of whether actions can be taken with these areas is somewhat confusing. In one place, Jarvis 

writes  

Wilderness character is the combination of biophysical, experiential, and symbolic ideals that distinguishes wilderness from other lands. The five qualities 

of wilderness character are (1) untrammeled, (2) undeveloped, (3) natural, (4) offers outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined 
recreation, and (5) other features of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value. Accordingly, each wilderness park will integrate the concept of 

wilderness character into park planning, management, and monitoring in order to preserve the enduring benefits and values of wilderness for future 

generations. 

 

This would seem to require no-touch, consistent with the traditional balance of nature idea that only people damage nature and the nature undisturbed is the 

only good kind. This would seem to cast wilderness areas in national parks into natural areas type 1 only. 

However, when it comes to climate change and wildfires, the director allows for actions, which as stated, are logically inconsistent with his characterization 
of wilderness. For example, he writes: 

As a result of many factors including past fire management practices within wilderness and the need to control wildfires on adjacent lands, fire may not be 

adequately functioning as a natural change agent. In those cases, augmenting natural ignitions with prescribed fire or other fuel treatments within 

wilderness may be necessary to restore or maintain ecological function if that is a goal identified in the park's Wilderness Stewardship Plan or FMP. . . The 

analysis should specify the minimum activities (strategies, methods, and tools) that are generally permitted for managing wildfires, implementing fuels 

treatments, and conducting post-fire activities. For management of long-duration wildfires, an incident specific minimum requirements analysis should be 

considered to evaluate the methods and tools being applied to manage the event. The analysis should be periodically reviewed throughout the incident to 

ensure that appropriate strategies, methods, and tools are being used to protect wilderness character.  
 

And regarding climate change, he writes  
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Climate change will have long-range effects on all aspects of ecosystem function. Wilderness managers and superintendents should collaborate across 

program areas to develop flexible, sustainable strategies that uphold wilderness values and integrate with park, regional, and national level responses. 

These strategies must account for any effects on wilderness character from actions taken or not taken. 

 
The logical contradiction would be dealt with by putting some of the wilderness areas into natural area type III dynamic ecology natural area. 

The Directors Order #41 also accepts the need to preserve cultural resources with the national park wilderness areas, stating that , There has been prior 

human use in all areas now designated as wilderness, resulting in archeological sites, historic structures, cultural landscapes, and associated features, 

objects, and traditional cultural properties located in many wilderness areas that contribute to our appreciation of wilderness.  

I believe that the logical confusion between no-touch assertions and the acknowledgment of the need especially to conserve cultural resources but also to 

deal with a warming climate and wildfires will lead to confusions about what to do - it will lead to contradictory management demands, which will then 

delay or fail to achieve whatever the goals actually are. That is why there will, in the end, be a recognition of the need for several categories of natural 

areas. 
 

POSTSCRIPT: A SHORT STORY  

Having proposed a new category of natural area, I do have concerns about the ability of modern American society to carry it out successfully and to deal in 

general with Americas Best Idea in the future. The difficulty I have with the current approaches to environmental issues including this one is perhaps best 

illustrated by an experience I had in the 1980s. I hope the reader will bear with me while I relate this story, which is personal but revealing of my concerns. 

It was within that turnabout time, the time of awakening awareness of global environmental problems, and I was piloting a small aircraft-a Cessna 182- --

from Santa Barbara to San Jose, California, to attend a NASA meeting about whether there could be such things as a global ecology and global 

environmental problems, possibly man-made. I had filed an instrument flight plan, which enabled me to take advantage of the FAA's flight-control system 
to its greatest extent and, if necessary fly through clouds and land in instrument-requiring conditions. The weather forecast had been good, with only 

scattered clouds (meaning clouds would occupy less than 50% o the airspace), and I looked forward to a pleasant flight over Californias beautiful coastal 

mountain ranges.  

Once I was in the air, however, it was immediately apparent that the day had grown much cloudier, between broken cloud cover (more than 50% coud 

cover) and overcast (100%).I was being routed at 10,000 feet over central California when I saw up ahead a large cloud buildup, the kind on its way to 

becoming a thunderhead-at least I thought it was only on its way. Then I was flying within that cloud and it was hailing heavily. Within 30 seconds the 

windshields were iced over, and likely the entire plane was iced over too. Since I couldn't see out, I had to depend completely on the instruments, but Id 
had extensive training for this kind of emergency and immediately did as Id been trained to do: Turn on the carburetor heat so the carburetor wouldnt ice 

over and halt the flow of fuel (yes, those planes still had carburetors, not fuel injection). Stabilize the plane, making sure that it was flying straight and 

level, on course and at its assigned altitude. Continue to scan and read all the instruments to make sure the aircraft was functioning properly. A minute or 

two had passed by. Everything seemed stable, even though iced-over.  

Then I called the air traffic controller and in my calmest and most professional voice requested a lower altitude. I was told to descend to 8,000 feet, which I 

did immediately, and there, back in the bright California sunshine, the ice quickly melted away and the plane and I continued to fly safely and normally. 

Any similarly trained pilot could have done exactly the same thing, and instrument-rated pilots reading this will probably not be particularly impressed. In 

a few more minutes I saw another cloud buildup directly ahead, but it reached only 9,000 feet. Not wanting to chance flying within another buildup that 
looked harmless on the outside, I called the air traffic controller again and requested 10,000 feet. "You were just at that altitude and asked for a lower one," 

he replied. "Please make up your mind." But he okayed the higher altitude and in bright sun I sailed calmly over that next cloud. 

This little story illustrates how one can respond to a potentially dangerous situation safely and calmly. It requires good training, much practice, and an 

understanding of the systems in which you are involved. The more I understood about how all the systems worked-engine, fuel flow, electrical, 

navigational-the safer I was. There was no time for fear, or to cross my fingers. There was no time and no need to focus on ideology, mythology, or 

anything else unrelated to the task at hand. 

Without trying to stretch the analogy too far, upon landing safely and making my NASA meeting on time, it seemed to me that the approach used to pilot 
an airplane-objective, scientific, technically competent, and calm-was the right approach for dealing with potential global environmental problems that 

were coming to the fore but had not yet reached a condition equally treacherous as iced-over conditions, so to speak. I still believe that this is the correct 

approach, and am disappointed to see the search for solutions to what many consider the greatest crisis of our time, global warming, focusing on belief, 

wishful thinking, ideology, opinion without substance, and political orientations. 

Not that emotion cant be a part of piloting aircraft. Far from it. As I mentioned much earlier in this book, one of my life heroes, Antoine de Saint-Exup ry, 

wrote that piloting small aircraft put him in touch with nature in a way unavailable to him or to anyone before the invention of powered aircraft. For him, 

piloting a small aircraft by himself was strongly emotional, an experience of great beauty and meaning in every sense of the word. Who knows clouds 

better, in a very human way, than one who has flown an iced-over airplane through their turbulence, winds, and dark gray? Of course we should, and could, 
approach the management of global environmental problems with connections to our emotions, our sense of beauty. But these should not prevent us from 

using our rationality, knowledge, and understanding to actually solve a global environmental problem at hand. 

 

 

Comments:  
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The cost of interventions and the value of ecosystem services should be of paramount consideration. Of course, costs and priorities should always be 

considered especially in times of limited funding. But the value of the ecosystem that could be lost from intervention is equally important. To me the 

principle value of the Isle Royale ecosystem is that it is still relatively undisturbed from human intervention with natural processes still largely 
predominate. In the long view, we could easily lose more than we gain with aggressive interventions in response to current concerns.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The primary issue should be maintenance of an island ecology that is constantly changing. While some intervention, such as control of non-native invasive 

species, is sometimes justified, interference with natural processes should be avoided as much as possible. The temptation to provide visitors and 

researchers with the wolf-moose experience that they have become used to in the past should not be the overriding management consideration.  
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Topic Question 3:  

Low intensity. We visited Yellowstone right after the fires of 1988. At the time, there was great public and media consternation about the damage to our 

national treasure. As time passed, concern about the fire seemed to fade from public concern and even lead to better "management" of the resource where 

sometimes less intervention is better. We should take the long view in any management strategies on Isle Royale as well. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Considering that there seems to be little political will to reverse or even curtail climate change, it's likely that climate change will continue or even 

accelerate in the foreseeable future. So it needs to be considered in management decisions but it should not be used as an excuse to intervene because the 

reduction in the wolf population might be "man-made". The wolf population may have eventually declined anyway.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I prefer option A. I don't think D, E & F are reasonable approaches. Locally, the city and county parks have been culling deer to reduce damage to the parks 
and surrounding neighborhoods. I support that decision for that situation - ie soccer fields, golf course, decorative landscaping, etc. But I don't think it's the 

right approach on Isle Royale. It's too much tinkering in a natural island ecosystem that could lead to unpredictable and undesirable results. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

See below. 

 

Comments: Thank you for your email notice, for your latest update on the Wolf / Moose / Vegetation Management plan and for the opportunity to 

comment. 
 

We have visited about half of our national parks from the Everglades to Denali and from Acadia to Yosemite - but Isle Royale is still my favorite and the 

only one to which I have returned more than once. My first visit to Isle Royale was with two friends in 1983. Since then, I have visited a half dozen times 

with our son, once with my wife, once with our son-in-law, and twice solo. I plan to return again in August of this year. Except for the visit with my wife, 

in which we stayed in the lodge, all our trips have been backpacking. On one occasion, our son & I took the seaplane to Windigo; but all our other trips 

were on the Ranger with an 8-day stay. 

 
I love the scenery of Isle Royale, the peace and quiet, the wildlife, the amenities for backpackers, the relaxed pace, the feeling of immersion and the other 

visitors. You meet the nicest people on Isle Royale! I also like that the park staff seems highly competent and especially respectful of the visitors. 

 

I attended your public meeting in November, 2013 in Chelsea, MI and submitted comments afterwards. After reading your latest update, it still makes 

sense to me that the park service should carefully consider the effects of intervention on all the flora and fauna that come and go on Isle Royale now and in 

the future. You may well be accused of bureaucratic foot-dragging, but I agree that you should still stay the course. I also agree that you should involve 

others with relevant expertise in genetics, island ecology, wildlife management, etc.  

 
My general feeling is that the least intervention is probably the best. You are charged with the duty to "preserve and protect" Isle Royale. To some, that 

might mean interventions to keep Isle Royale the way it is now. To me, it still makes more sense to preserve and protect an environment on Isle Royale that 

is constantly changing on its own - for the future benefit of all. 

 

 

Best regards, 
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New blood line of wolves would keep the balance on the island of vegetation, wolves ans moose. All these factors have to be balanced to make the island 
ecology to continue. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

If nothing is done to balance moose and wolves there will be a disaster in the future. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

As many visits as we have made to just balance the existing populations would be great. We have been there at least nine times in the last sixteen years and 

have seen how over browsing effects the island. When wolf population is up everything is more balanced. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Immediate and not delayed intervention is needed to balance the ecology in this location. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

The alternative of doing nothing will ruin the reason people go there. We have hiked every trail several times but the highlight was actually having 

interaction with the Alpha male of Chippewa Harbor. Moose can be seen in several location through the US but wolves are not a usual sight or occurrence. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Please reintroduce the wolves on the island for everyone to learn from. 

 

Comments:  
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I support Alternative Concept B 

(introduce wolves) 

Reestablish wolves on the island by bringing in new wolves to mimic 

a migration event; no moose management 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Moose and wolf populations 

Plants and woody vegetation, due to impacts from moose browsing 

Sensitive plant species, such as orchids, that are affected by forest changes 

Other wildlife species affected bychanges in natural habitat conditions 

Streams and hydrology, due to changingstream flow conditions 

Wetlands, due to potential changes towetland plant communities 

Visitor experience, due to changes in forest structure and populations of moose and wolves 
Wilderness character, due to the majority of theisland's land area being designated wilderness and actions under consideration that could affect the quality 

of wilderness character 

costs associated with human management. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Reestablishing wolves on the island should help to keep moose populations in check so as to reduce human management. The alternatives do not 

specifically outline how moose would be managed without the wolves, but any type of shooting, trapping or poisoning would diminish both the quality of 
visitor experience and the quality of wilderness in the park.It would also be costly. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change is happening and will happen. Animals and plants will have to adapt. I don't think the NPS should attempt to manage specifically for 

effects of climate change, let nature do its thing.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

The one problem I have with Alternative Concept B (introduce wolves once) is that it only proposes a single re-introduction. Since wolves have declined 
on the island due to genetic problems associated with inbreeding, more than one reintroduction, with wolves from different areas, would facilitate more 

genetic diversity, which should be more effective in wolf populations remaining viable in the long term.  

As in the re-introduction in Yellowstone, attempts should be made to introduce groups of wolves that are members of the same pack to minimize wolf 

conflict, but more than one pack should be brought in, established in different parts of the island, so as to increase genetic diversity. Lone wolves tend not 

to survive as well as wolves with a pack structure.  

 

Topic Question 6:  
The reintroduction of wolves to Yellowstone national park has had many unforeseen effects on the ecology of the park beyond the original intent of 

managing elk populations. Before re-introduction, elk had browsed on cottonwoods,and willows and as these trees declined so did beaver and moose. 

Yellowstone's wolves have both kept elk populations in check and led to changes in elk behavior: elk travel in smaller herds and do not spend as much time 

browsing in open areas. 

As a result, cottonwoods and willows have returned and moose and beaver populations have begun to bounce back. Also wolf kills provide food for many 

other species such as foxes, coyotes, crows, ravens, eagles and grizzly bears. This is called trophic cascade. Restoring a viable wolf population on Isle 

Royale would have far reaching effects on the ecology of the island and would reduce the cost and the detriment of visitor experience and wilderness 

quality that would occur with humans having to manage moose populations. 
 

Comments:  
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Why more wolves, why not other predators. Cougars, bears & bobcats come to mind among others.....  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Let nature take its course. This should not be John Vucetich and Ralph Petersons personal play ground.  

 

Topic Question 3:  
Leave it be...no management necessary.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

What has changed....please be specific so I can understand.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like that those that have a tax dollar interest in sucking more dollars down the drain are promoting MORE WOLVES.  
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Topic Question 6:  

There is nothing more to learn about wolves / moose.... why not try a two one prey two predator system.... neither of which is an actual true ecosystem.  

 

Comments: Let nature take his course.  
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None do not interfere, just observed like the original intended purpose of the scientific mission of the island was stated 
 

Topic Question 2:  

None, just watch and learn than and only than can we apply results to the out side environments 

 

Topic Question 3:  

None!!!! 

 
Topic Question 4:  

None!!!! 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Option 1 do nothing is the only choice, How are we going to learn anything if we change the game 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Do not do anything 
 

Comments:  
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If in fact the wolves of Isle Royale are now nearly gone is true, it is a huge blow to the Isle Royale ecosystem, and a large black eye to the management of 

the park. Many generations of genetic tuning among the Isle Royale wolves are now gone, when an introduction of a few wolves from the mainland might 

have enriched and perpetuated the population.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

In my opinion, the science of ecosystem management should be at the forefront of any decision-making when evaluating the future management of the 
wolves, moose, and vegetation at Isle Royale. Isle Royale has provided a perfect laboratory to study predator/prey relationships over the years, and 

perpetuating this system with small inputs when necessary seems like a no brainer to me. My concern looking at this issue from the outside is that the 

science is being ignored, while the perpetuation of bureaucratic power structures is behind the decision making. This is a serious blow to the management 

of the park. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Type: Whatever is necessary to maintain a genetically fit wolf population. 

 
Intensity: Whatever is necessary. The cost of maintaining wolves will be negligible, particularly when compared with the cost of dealing with an out-of-

control moose population.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

I think that in order to answer this question honestly, I'd have to be presented with some scenarios. How will climate change affect Isle Royale in the near 

and long term future, and how will this affect the Island's creatures and vegetation? It is hard for me to describe the type and intensity of management when 

I cannot predict the force climate change will inflict on the island ecosystem, and how those forces will manifest themselves to the advantage or detriment 

of the island ecosystem. 
 

We cannot predict how climate change will affect moose and wolves of Isle Royale. We can only deal with what exists, which, in the case of Isle Royale, is 

a growing moose population that needs the best possible predators, wolves. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I dislike the way this process is being managed. I don't get the impression the intention of the park service managers running the operation are being open 

and honest about the process. I get the feeling they are going through the motions, and are not interested in sharing what others have said so far. The emails 
that many of us submitted in the past year or two should have been made public, so that we can read what the public, especially, scientists, have suggested, 

as well as the NPS' responses to those suggestions. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

Please make sure public involvement in the Foundation Statement development is a significant part of what gets us to a decision. If things are done 

properly and in order, the Foundation Statement should be done prior to the close of the public comment period. Without the Foundation Statement, it is 

asking us to comment without defined goals for the park (unless you want us to look to the 1998 GMP) to understand the foundation for park decisions. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
I wish I could make the meetings, but really can't... 

The notice was too short and the locations too difficult. The last meetings on the subject were much more dispersed and at easier locations. I believe it is a 

mistake to have them so hard to get to. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

transplantation of wolves to Isle Royale (why hunt them in one part of the state when they're needed alive in another?) 

 

Topic Question 2:  
indigenous populations, plant, animal, and human. Prior to European entry, there was a balance of the 3 based on the wisdom gained from ancestors. This 

has been disrupted for many years and it's passed time to return to original balance. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

wilderness has never meant indigenous populations couldn't thrive. They understand the limitations and the benefits of such an environment. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

go back to records especially those held and remembered by those with ancestors from this land (Ojibwe/Chippewa in particular). Our elders will teach you 
their knowledge, if approached respectfully. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Like: you've invited me to comment. Dislike: our state has a law permitting hunting of wolves. Let's relocate them where they're needed, for all to live in 

peace. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Brother Wolf has been respected by ancient peoples for countless thousands of years. We hunt the same foods but have an understanding not to harm one 

another in that pursuit. Wolves are as sociable/family oriented as humans and my ancestors knew this from long ago. Thus the understanding. That balance 

has been broken on Isle Royale. You have the ability to make it right. With respect to the national park status imposed upon these islands, people, wolves, 

and native plants need to be restored to the area. If not, you will see islands of sand in your lifetime. 

 

Comments: Respectfully submitted 
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

If the wolf are not 'restocked', the moose population will rise uncontrollably and vegetation will be decimated...and then the moose will die and Isle Royale 

will no longer be a place people want to visit. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Two wolves died because they fell in a mine shaft, if I remember correctly...not by natural causes...therefore, since it is man's fault they died, man should 

replace them!! 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The filling in of the mines that are blind holes to the running wolf who have suffered and die due to this neglect of the mining companies. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Please, as an educated women, I believe the best place to ask is the Native American and Canadian Indians in compilation with the NPS as to the proper 

vegetation and animal management.  
We to understand that Aldo Leopold was not a Hero! 

 

Topic Question 3:  

This project deserves top priority as it has been since the 40's as it was erected as a Federal Park:) 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I like alternative concept A. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

There were coyotes on Isle Royale before the timber wolf population. I expect that once wolves are not on the island, coyotes will follow the ice bridge to 

the island and establish themselves. I'm interested in seeing how the moose and coyote population will act. I'd like to see if wolves would return to the 

island over the ice bridge and establish a new population. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

I think the trails and campsite facilities should be maintained. The gvt. buildings that are there are appropriate for supporting the park. Monitoring of 

vegetation and the biotic community should continue. The understanding of history and past cultural use should continue. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

I think a repeat photography program should be implemented to assist in change detection. I think the warming climate will put some pressure on the 

moose population but they will likely adapt.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't really like the idea of interfering with the phenomena in our wild areas of Isle Royale. The other alternatives seem to set up an opportunity for that to 
happen.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

I think the moose population will do just fine on Isle Royale without our help. It will have its ups and downs but it will adjust to conditions. They seem to 

be managing their own habitat now. They will probably adjust their population to what the environment will provide. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

I have visited Isle Royale six times starting with a backpack trip in 1970. In addition to backpacking twice, I have canoed and kayaked on and around the 

island. From these visits over the period of 44 years, I have seen the island during times of widely different wolf and moose populations. When the moose 
population was high relative to the wolf population, the vegetation was over browsed and unsightly.  

 

I have not seen or even heard a wolf during my visits, but each time I hoped I would. This possibility was important to me and I know that this is also true 

for other visitors.  

 

It is my opinion that Isle Royale is not a true wilderness because thousands of people go there. Therefore a rigid 'let nature run its course' approach to the 

declining wolf population does not make sense. Allowing wolves to vanish would greatly diminish the island experience for visitors who would see 
overgrazed vegetation and starving moose. I feel that new genetic wolf stock should be introduced to try to prevent their disappearance from Isle Royale.  

 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I think you need to reintroduce wolves onto the island NOW. You have two groups of animals that are in peril and as a species are in peril and you need to 

do something quickly. It would be a pretty pathetic sight to let the wolves die off from inbreeding and the moose (another iconic animal having a hard time 

surviving) will die of starvation. Is this really necessary? Capture some wolves and put them out there. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Since man has caused the global warming then man should make sure the numbers don't get this messed up again. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Just keep an eye on the wolves and don't let them get depleted like this again without genetic rescue. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Stop selling of NP to tarsanding and fracking, that will help a LOT 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Too little too late 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Isle Royale National Park is designated as an International Biosphere Reserve and US Federal Wilderness. The management of the island includes letting 

nature take its course. Examples include if a natural fire occurred (lightning), the park service would let it burn. All visitors are not allowed to removing 

items (agates, greenstone, moose antlers, etc.) from the island. Visitors are not allowed to bring in pets such as dogs, cats, etc. for fear of bringing in 

disease, etc. Fisherman are not allowed to bring live bait or any bait. IRNP should not re-introduce wolves for this reason. Let nature take its course.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

IRNP should not re-introduce wolves because these wolves may bring some disease to the island. Additionally, there is no evidence that there would be any 

significant damage to the vegetation if the moose had no predator. How do you know, unless it happens? Let nature take its course. It could be 10, 20, 30 

years before any significant issues came up. Leave the island alone.  

 

Topic Question 3:  
Too much land is designated wilderness. Visitors who travel by boat, hike and kayaker/canoe's often find that campsites are over crowded. There are not 

enough campgrounds to serve the public. I have traveled by boat and kayak. How I wish there were just campsites (new, not existing) for kayaker's. This 

would allow separation and keep the over crowding down. The same can be said for boater only.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

It is not a concern for Isle Royale. No focus needed. Focus on the visitor experience. Focus on more safe landing sites for kayak's/canoe's and boaters.  

 

Topic Question 5:  
I think the IRNP should let nature be nature. It's hypocritical to one day enforce a International Biosphere Reserve and Federal wilderness and not allow 

any foreign animals (pets), disease, etc. but once the wolves leave (so would the Wolf - Moose study) it is ok to bring in wolves. This is the wrong way to 

manage Isle Royale.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

One option to seriously consider to control the moose population is to allow moose hunting. The park would see a boost in visitors and gain funds through 

hunting license sales, daily user fees, etc. This would eliminate the need and cost to reintroduce wolves completely.  

 
Comments: I have enjoyed coming to Isle Royale annually for 20 years. I have enjoyed it hiking, canoeing, kayaking and boating. I have experienced very 

poor treatment by park service and very good treatment. Overall, the park is an amazing place that needs to be used by the public that pays for its existence. 

It is the tax payers who fund the IRNP budget and where more attention should be paid.  

 

There are always options, ideas and I'm sure there will be much debate. However, one option is always to "Do Nothing and Wait and See".  

 

I vote, let's just let nature take its course.  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The current approach of letting malnourished and tick infested moose die of old age starvation disease and predation is inhumane and wasteful. The moose 

should have supplements to provide needed sodium and to treat the tick problem. A healthy population could support a fall hunting season that would 

increase utilization of park resources without interfering with the current tourist season. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
The issue of a few inbred wolves on an island too small for them should not be a gravy train for a few dishonest researchers. Those few wolves simply 

don't matter.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

The park should be managed for greater utilization and animal health regardless of wilderness designation. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Park wildlife resources should be managed to increase utilization regardless of which species do best in the climate conditions they encounter.  
 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternatives E and F could be acceptable if it means hunters pay to shoot healthy moose and not if it means a government employee gets paid to leave 

unhealthy moose to rot. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Ideally the island and it's resources would be returned to state ownership and control. The federal government uses the park as a way to waste tax dollars on 
propaganda.  

 

Comments: Whatever plan is put in place should include banning the wolf moose "researchers" from the island. That they would pretend that malnourished 

moose and inbred wolves are doing poorly because of unproven human effects on climate exposes them as political propagandists rather that scientists. 
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I support and believe that the Isle royale wolves should be given opportunity for enhanced survival. Possibly a sanctuary status to protect and preserve their 

survival. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
DO not manage them in a measure that means killing them. Allow the natural balance of moose and wolf  

 

Topic Question 3:  

leave it as wilderness. If there is a means to create a wolf sanctuary or tourist center nearby to hear the wolves . that would allow for financial support and 

incentive 

 

Topic Question 4:  

of that I don't feel I can comment. this is a global issue 
 

Comments: I support the national coalitions to protect all wolves. They are essential and necessary to our biodiversity 
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 
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Why did the Park Service wait so long to address this issue! Something should have been done when the wolf started to die out. Now we have to wait until 

2017 before something is done. Not good enough! The Park Service should reintroduce a healthy wolf population NOW.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

When human interference hurts the balance of the Park the solution should be fixed immediately. The Park Service administrators should work closer with 

the scientists and with the public who care about and love Isle Royale when a serious issue evolves. (People brought dogs, who brought diseases - that 
killed off majority of the wolf population - this issue was not something that should have been put on hold for YEARS to see what would happen!!!) 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Ok this goes back to the issue that People Created the Problem. I'd like to say more intense management but this is unrealistic with all the boats visiting the 

park. It is not likely park rangers can board and check out every one of them for hazards (dogs with diseases ... etc.). I would say reintroduce the wolf 

population and keep an eye on things without waiting until any Issue within the park gets out of hand. Keep the status at 99% wlderness. 
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Topic Question 4:  

I'd have to study more on this question.  

 
Topic Question 5:  

Only solution for me on this subject is to reintroduce the wolf population before 2017 - do in now!!!! If the park service needs money - put up a fund and 

I'm sure they would get enough to solve the problem! 

 

Topic Question 6:  

My major problem is and has been the Wolf Population demise. I am not happy with the way this issue has been handled. I believe that the Park Service 

Administration has not acted fast enough in certain situations in all our National Parks. This system of wait and see is not working.  

 
Comments:  
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Wolf and Moose populations and maintaining wilderness character (forest, wetland structure may change, but maintain 99% wlderness). 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Historically, the wolf and moose population has not intensively been managed - keep it that way. Reintroduction/augmentation of the wolf population 

would be appropriate to continue the historical moose-wolf dynamic. In determining the appropriate level of management, the line should be drawn at the 

point when heavy, motorized equipment would be needed (ATVs, helicopters, etc). 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Ideally, reintroduce/augment wolves to maintain the half century long moose-wolf dynamics so as to be able to also study the impact of changing climate.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like the alternatives involving intensive moose population management.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

In terms of vegetation management, I support active efforts to keep exotic species out and efforts to contain or eradicate invasive species.  
 

Comments:  
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I understand that a moose hunt would not be a attractive alternative to a lot of people. 

This would be for many reasons including many hunters which are at risk in that environment 

and it would be hard to control. But I believe it would be the lowest cost method the solve  

the problem at minimal cost to the NPS or Govenment 

Most other options would be very expensive. 

 
Also there are a lot of hunters especially experienced hunters in remote areas that are very 

creative at being able to remove these animals 

also maybe a great % othis meat could be given to people who need it  

We do not need a die off similar but worse than some years back 

Or the Island devastated 

I feel this would be the quickest and lowest cost 

I do not want to see people just going out there to kill the animals 

just to kill them off, would rather see a hunt, where the hunters are 
responsible to remove the animals 

Just make sure they are qualified 

 

Topic Question 2:  

long term intoduceing more wolves 

 

Topic Question 3:  
management should be limited unless there is a huge problem than now exists 

 

Topic Question 4:  

I don't believe the climate change is a huge problem 

Also I believe climate change is a natural thing that happens in long term cycles 

as seen in historic earth layers 
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Topic Question 5:  

I believe introducing wolves to stop the immediate problem will not work  

 
Topic Question 6:  

Isle Royal is a beautiful place and I visit it often 

I think we have to be very careful what is done about managing it 

But in certain cases we need to manage it properly or it will be damaged 

for many many years 

Note that I would not be part of a moose hunt 

 

Thank You 
 

 

Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 
necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

We believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 

wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 
and survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  
NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 
emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 
 

 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 
Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Those who visit Isle Royale do so for the wilderness experience which includes wolves and moose. Explain what you value about wilderness and why.  

 

Comments:  



Page 43 of 1117 
 

 
Correspondence ID: 89     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Jul,29,2015 06:17:01 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 5:  

I think what disturbs me most about any type of "management" of wildlife, is that wherever/whenever people interfere with the natural balance of species, 

something always goes terribly wrong. It's like a ripple effect. 

 

Comments: I am considering the information I've been reading about moose decline, due to climate change~ ticks are taking over due to warming 

temperatures and sickening and killing many moose due to blood loss/weakness. Is it unrealistic to think there ought to be a movement to save the moose 
somehow? It seems foolish to cull moose from one island, if their populations are declining elsewhere. 
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I believe that wolves will do a better job mananging moose grazing problems better than any sort of cull or hunt. We should play to reintroduce wolves 

over the long term, at least twenty years, to establish a healthy wilderness area and scientific study. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Ecosystem repair, no species oriented. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
absolutely NO MOTORIZED ATVS OR MOOSE HUNT. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

PS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by 

not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 
Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I do not agree with a moose culling. It does not not have the same effect on vegetation as natural predation does. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Re-Introduce wolves over a long term, possibly multiple times, to ensure both wolf and moose health. 

 

Comments: When I visit Isle Royale I do so for the wilderness experience which includes wolves and moose. We are short on Wilderness and getting 

shorter every day. With wolf hunts all around Isle Royale the past three years, I need to know there's a place I can go wtih limited human interference and 

natural predation 

Hearing a wolf howl on it's own in the night at Isle Royale is something I want my children to hear.  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Whatever the method, there must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for 

wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 
 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action. 

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o wolves 

examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction and 
survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 
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Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 
motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 
Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention. Immediate action is necessary to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 

 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 
public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 

 
Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Tourism dollars to MI 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Too old now. Always wanted to camp there just to hear the howl of the wolf. Brings one closer to what is really meaningful about life o. earth. 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Follow best science, not selfish polytics 

 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Above 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Above 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Although I'm a scientist I am not competent to make these decisions without all of the scientific data. 

 

Comments: There does not appear to be any regard for spirit wolf according to native American tradition. Possibly they should participate accordingly. 
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
"100% o wolves examined since 1994...have spinal anomalies."- -Of the six alternatives put forth by the National Park Service, Concept C makes the most 

sense, although it SHOULD include reintroduction (adding wolves after Isle Royale wolves die) or augmentation (adding wolves to the existing 

population). "Conservation scientists believe that predation - the ecosystem function that wolves provide - is vital to the health of ecosystems inhabited by 

large herbivores such as moose." I believe the best approach is to help Nature provide the solution, without human "culling" 
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Topic Question 2:  

Again, human action should be limited to HELPING nature provide the solution- -NO CULLING! 

 

Topic Question 3:  
The NPS should concentrate on observing the changes in the natural environment, and assuring the least possible human interference. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

NPS should encourage the general public to do whatever possible to reduce the advancing climate change by reducing peoples' carbon footprint. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like the idea of introducing more wolves to the island, given the health status of the wolves that are there now. I dislike the timeline- -too slow! 

 
Topic Question 6:  

I haven't had the opportunity to visit Isle Royale, but I hope to someday- -I hope I don't have to see a landscape of devastated vegetation, due to 

overpopulation of moose. Bring the wolves in to control the population naturally. 

 

Comments:  
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The only alternative that makes ecological sense is to augment the wolf population. The wolves should maintain the ecological balance on the Island. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
There should be no future management with the exception of adding wolves if needed. Let nature do what nature does best. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

No management with the exception of adding wolves. Nature knows way more than we humans and we seem to have this mentality of managing 

everything. Let the wild be the wild as it see fit, not as we want it to be. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

None. We can't do anything about climate change. We caused this and we must live with it. It is ludicrus to think that we can manage anything related to 
climate change. Let Isle Royale evolve just like the rest of the Earth. Add wolves when we need to. We don't know anything about nature in the grand 

scheme of things...and we make more mistakes than successes. Hands off. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

The fact that you think human management is necessary at all, and better than natural process. If we don't maintain wilderness areas as just that and keep 

our mitts off them (except to augment wolves) we will lose them all. Don't set a precident. The presence of all those hikers and radio collaring and 

following them in aircraft surely has an impact on the wolves, so to say there is presently a hands-off approach is incorrect. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

I have been to Isle Royale twice, it is a beautiful place with too many users nowadays. I would like to see the number of folks permitted to be on the island 

restricted much like the Okeefenokee Swamp is. We are impacting the island with our presence. I urge you to augment the wolf population. I am strongly 

opposed to "culling" the moose herd. Let the wolves do it. They are much better at it than we are. 

 

Comments:  
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Consider one of several wolf reintroduction plans: genetic rescue, female and/or general wolf reintroduction.  

 
Topic Question 2:  

Preserving that special "wild and primevial" sense of place on Isle Royale.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Whatever means help to preserve the wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Climate change has affected the natural ice bridge access to Isle Royale. Therefore, intervention to reintroduce wolves should occur. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Haven't formed an opinion here. 
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Topic Question 6:  

Human introduction of CPV and population growth/development around Lake Superior shores has interferred with the natural wolf/moose dynamics, thus 

impacting the wolf population. Since human activity has alreaady affected the wolf population, intervention is needed to preserve a healthy wilderness 

ecosystem. Wolves are a critical component of Isle Royale's wilderness character. It's not just the presence of the wolves but their effects on the moose and 
forest. Isn't preserving the "wilderness character- -a wild and primeval sense of place- -" of Isle Royale a basic value of wilderness management? Given 

climate change and the lack of reliable ice bridges, it is unlikely wolves can consistenly travel from the mainland to Isle Royale. In conclusion, if wolves 

are going extinct on Isle Royale, reintroducing them by whichever means scientists think best will help preserve Isle Royale's natural wilderness. 

 

Comments:  
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Only the reintroduction of enough wolves for them to maintain their viablility. 

BALANCE is essential on the island. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

 

I have been to Isle Royale..and I cannot emphasize enough how AMAZINGLY beautiful it was to be on land where animals have not been hunted, 

harassed, killed, culled, or 'managed'.(at least for many years since protection was in place) It is a precious and unique place and the energy there so 

different than our usual public lands where hunting is allowed. 

 

The peace the animals enjoy there can be seen by the fact that one night at the campsite..three almost grown fox cubs came down the path playing and 

ignoring us.... they went their way after awhile..but it is clear that they had not had to learn to FEAR humans at all costs.. nor that they should be frightened 
and on alert at all times. How lovely!  

 

Simply introduce enough wolves to give the wolves a chance to come back into balance..but NO KILLING/Culling.  

 

I believe it would be wonderful if we could assist Nature's natural balance if we give it this one small boost.. that climate change took away (new wolf 

migration to the island). I would also regret if the island was so browsed that it became less than it is. Nature doesn't always take the optimal route..  

 

 
Topic Question 3:  

I would also regret if the island was so browsed that it became less than it is. Nature doesn't always take the optimal route.. Give the wolves a chance to 

reestablish themselves with new genetic material....  

This maybe necessary on a routine basis?? to prevent the cruel dying out /extinction due to inbreeding.. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

see above # 2 and #4  
 

Give the wolves a chance to reestablish themselves with new genetic material....  

This maybe necessary on a routine basis?? to prevent the cruel dying out /extinction due to inbreeding.. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

NO KILLING /CULLING is my plea.  

I cannot emphasize enough how AMAZINGLY beautiful it was to be on land where animals have not been hunted, harassed, killed, culled, or 'managed'.(at 

least for many years since protection was in place). 
 

Isle Royale is a TREASURE.... given that it is accessible to so many humans (not as far away as ANWR or Brooks Range in Alaska) yet it has that rare 

rare quality of letting animals live their lives in their own naturalstate i.e.without Human's hunting and managing them..  

 

Topic Question 6:  

No Killing, no culling. 

YES to a gentle assist to counteract inbreeding due to climate changes, such that there is not enough ice for wolves to freely migrate... 

 
 

 

Comments:  
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Introducing new wolves to the island now, while it is still possible to prevent damage to the ecosystem, should be considered. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Humans have played a role in the island's ecology for centuries, and will continue to do so. Human-caused climate change, imported diseases, and deaths 

caused by abandoned and unsecured mine shafts have strongly influenced wolf populations, as well as the pressures on wolves on the Canadian mainland. 
Restoring a balance among wolves, moose, and vegetation by introducing wolves would repair the damage humans have caused and avoid the catastrophe 

moose overbrowsing has caused in the past and for certain will again in the next few years. Visitation will be affected when the island becomes 

considerably less attractive due to deforestation and starving moose. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Given the wilderness designation, the lowest-impact management plans should be the only ones considered. This would rule out options D, E, and F, all of 

which would require active and noticeable interventions in moose and vegetation. Part of option C, maintaining moose populations (if this means 
maintaining moose at current or lower levels) would also be ruled out. Augmenting or reintroducing wolves would not affect the wilderness status, as it 

simply mimics a natural process (immigration of wolves from the mainland) interrupted by climate change and increasing human presence on the Canadian 

mainland. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

The effects of climate change, which are just beginning to be perceived, should be studied further before any management of moose or vegetation begins. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Option C is the only viable option for maintaining the wilderness character of the island that visitors find attractive and expect. One-time wolf 

reintroduction is not likely to succeed and does not mimic natural processes. We know what option C will produce: moose overbrowsing, deforestation, 

starving moose. Attempts at reduction of moose populations and restoring vegetation will be too disruptive and destroy the wilderness character.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

The major problem with the Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan is that by waiting until winter 2017 to do anything the problems will be much 

harder to resolve and will probably involve much more disruptive fixes. The wolves will have vanished; the moose will have overbrowsed balsalm and will 

begin to starve. Fifty-plus years of research have offered a very clear picture of what will happen in the next two years. New wolves with similar habits 
(preying on moose, for example) should be introduced now.  

 

Comments:  
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I'm in favor of Concept C, but new wolves need to be introduced to keep the genetics viable. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

I believe that the moose, wolves, and vegetation should be monitored for a short period of time. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

I would suggest minimal management/human interference. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

All animals adapt to changes in climate. I don't believe any management is needed. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like the fact that most alternatives do not include the re-introduction of wolves, especially unrelated wolves. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

I believe that wolves most definitely need to e re-introduced. If there are only two wolves there now and they appear to be in poor physical condition, a 

group of unrelated wolves (to provide diversity of genes) must be brought in. The wolves need to be in top physical condition in order to reproduce healthy 

pups and to be able to keep the moose population in check. 

 

Comments:  
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Of the various options offered, Concept C appears to be the best alternative. However, it does not go far enough. As a demographer it is my opinion that the 

NPS ensures sufficient flexibility in setting future policies regarding numbers, timelines, and goals. This flexibility will allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
The NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide. Given the weakened state of the remaining wolves on the island, long-term 

wolf reproduction and survival is not sustainable. In setting future policies, the NPS should give the data collected on Isle Royale over the past 50 years the 

upmost consideration. It is my professional opinion that wolf researchers like Dr. Peterson should play a key role in these discussions. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 
motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  
 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention. This most likely outcome requires 

immediate action to augment / reintroduce wolves . 

 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Over the past couple of decades researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Although the public scoping period 

ends 8/29, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long to wait before taking action. 

 

As a professional demographer it is my opinion that the few weaken wolves that remain on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check, 

which will further degrade the Isle Royale's vegetation. Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite their decision about the future of wolves on the 

island. 

 
 

Topic Question 6:  

My family and I have visited Isle Royale several times over the past 30 years. We do so for the wilderness experience which includes wolves and moose. It 

is one of very few places in the Great Lakes Region where we can experience true nature, or what Thoreau described as places where "... our limits 

transgressed, and some life pasturing freely where we never wander." We must preserve this very special place by letting the natural relationship between 

wolf and moose to continue. 

 

Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 
wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 
there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

We believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 

wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 

and survival.  
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The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions 

 

Topic Question 3:  
NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 
duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

 

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 
augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 
Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 

 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Those who visit Isle Royale do so for the wilderness experience which includes wolves and moose. Explain what you value about wilderness and why.  

 
Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future.  

 
Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The current wolf population is dwindling. There have been no introduction of new wolves since they first crossed the ice bridge to Isle. The NPS must 

consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the discussions. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health.  

 

The culling of moose and the use of motorized equipment is unacceptable.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
The only true way to reduce climate change is changing the way the world relies on carbon and decrease the carbon emissions used globally. The NPS 

could decrease the number of people allowed on the island similar to a lottery used to visit delicate features of the Earth.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I highly dislike the idea of culling moose and allowing motorized vehicles on the island. I like the idea of reintroducing and or augmenting the wolves. This 
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would help to balance out the delicate food web on Isle Royale.  

The environmental impact of allowing motorized or mechanized equipmennot will further destroy the fragile vegetation on Isle Royale.  

 

For years, the researchers on Isle have been warning the NPS of the decimation of the wolve population. Please do not allow "man" to come in and make 
his mark in the wilderness. Reintroduce the wolves.  

The NPS needs to respect the Wildreness Act put in place by Congress.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

I have backpacked on Isle Royale several times. I travel specifically to this National Park because of it "wilderness" status. The majority of people who 

come to Isle want to see and experience the last true wilderness area left in the United States. People come to the island with a glimmer of hope of seeing a 

wolf or moose. I have been to Isle four different times and have only seen one cow moose. Many people never get that chance.  

Culling of any specific species on the island would undermine what the island stands for. Reintroducing or augmenting wolves needs to happen to 
reestablish the food web. It may take several tries to reestablish the wolves as they may not find suitable mates. I also recommend that the NPS consult 

with the researchers who have lived and studied on Isle for many years.  

 

Comments: Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one 

can predict, there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  
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Maintenance or culling of wolves is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Management is necessary to maintain important wilderness values including the presence of top carnivores which is vital for the ecosystem. The culling of 

moose and use of motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Because of climate change it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention. I believe that the balance will occur 

once wolves are reintroduced. I don't think the intensity of monitoring is necessary, except in the beginning once the wolves are reintroduced. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Maintenance or culling of wolves is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. I believe that reintroduction of wolves to Isle Royale 

will help the ecosystem and prevent NPS from having to cull moose. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Waiting until fall 2017 is unacceptable. This issue has been occurring for a long time and I believe NPS has waited too long to make a decision. The 

decline has been ongoing for years and every effort must be made by NPS to expedite the decision. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

We need to reintroduce wolves to Isle Royale. Before climate change and the loss of the ice bridge for wolves to cross over ice to get to Isle Royale these 

wolves survived, repopulated and kept the moose population under control. Yellowstone is a success story. Lets do the same for Isle Royale. Reintroduce 

them to where they will balance the ecosystem. 

 

Comments:  
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I agree with alternative concept C. Reintroduction has worked well in Yellowstone and should strongly be considered on the Island. I have been to Isle 

Royale twice on week long kayak trips in 2005 and 2009. I had the pleasure of a quick glance at a wolf early one morning paddling along the shore of 

Siskiwit Lake. For me, just knowing wolves are on the island even if you never see one is what makes a wilderness experience special.  
 

Topic Question 3:  

It's important to maintain the wilderness status but with all the outside influences in the modern world we must expect that managing it is a necessary evil. I 

feel as intense management as necessary to maintain a good blance of moose, wolf and vegitation. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

A management plan should proceed and be adjusted as climate changes take effect. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Again I like concept C 

 

Comments:  
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Nothing. It'll take care of itself.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Ecosystem, the fact that we don't know the effects hunting will have, and the fact that all species except pets and farm animals will be eliminated soon 

enough.mno need to encourage it. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

None, it manages itself. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Nothing. The ecosystem will adapt, given time and patience. They don't need the interference of people. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Hunting for sport is infantile and stupid. It has no place in civilized society. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Nothing else to say. 

 

Comments:  
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Available vegetation, forage as well as non-forage. 

The decimation of wolf packs. The island is one of the few places where a higher degree of protection is possible, compared, say to areas that are adjacent 
to cattle. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Other than the reintroduction of genetically healthy wolves, I would think a relatively low level of tinkering, with the hope of establishing a self-correcting 

population of wolves and moose. Wilderness is supposed to be free of human involvement, but ISRO is at a rare juncture with its deficient population of 

wolves and its burgeoning population of moose which require a level of predation for a healthy herd. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Probably not much. Vegetation is going to shift to more northerly areas and that is really unstoppable. Can we expect moose to adapt or modify their 

preferences? 

 

Topic Question 6:  

 

As a one time visitor to ISRO in the summer of 2015, I submit a comment on the issue of wolf and moose management. 

 
What does management mean in this wilderness area? Management of moose, and wolf populations needs to be both active yet restrained, with the intent 

of keeping a full ecological spectrum in place, from lowest microorganisms to peak predators. Variations in the wolf-moose ratio will occur over time, so 

there will be no perfect balance at any given time, and certainly no steady numerical ratio. ISRO, in my opinion, should keep a genetically viable 

population of wolves on the island to protect the herd health of the moose and the island vegetation, as well as to create a sanctuary for the wolves. At this 

point, a wolf re-introduction is called for. 

 

I would advocate for Alternative B. 

 
 

Comments: comment on the issue of wolf and moose management. 

 

What does management mean in this wilderness area? Management of moose, and wolf populations needs to be both active yet restrained, with the intent 

of keeping a full ecological spectrum in place, from lowest microorganisms to peak predators. Variations in the wolf-moose ratio will occur over time, so 

there will be no perfect balance at any given time, and certainly no steady numerical ratio. ISRO, in my opinion, should keep a genetically viable 

population of wolves on the island to protect the herd health of the moose and the island vegetation, as well as to create a sanctuary for the wolves. At this 
point, a wolf re-introduction is called for. 

 

 

 

 

I would advocate for Alternative B. 
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
I am of the opinion the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 

100% o wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with 

reproduction and survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 
emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 
 

 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 
Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I intend to visit this park in the future. The interaction of wolves and moose on the island is the most interesting thing about this park in my opinion. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Wolves are necessary to the ecosystem. Without wolves, the entire system is unbalanced. Please help save the wolves in this area. 
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I feel very strongly that the island needs to continue with moose AND wolves, balancing each other in regards to their ecological impacts. It would seem at 

this point that the population of wolves needs to be restarted, or boosted, as soon as possible by introducing wolves of both sexes from the mainland. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

It seems to me that the degree to which we (mankind) caused the current 'problem' has to be considered in any plan and solution that is embarked on. In that 

sense intervening in this situation of imbalance seems justified.  
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Topic Question 3:  

I understand that aggressive 'management' seems to go against what a wilderness area is about. I would feel differently I think if I didn't feel mankind had 

to a large extent caused the current situation, both through global warming, and through the introduction of canine parvovirus. In this situation, for the sake 

of the ongoing health of flora and fauna,of the incredible ecosystem itself, I think aggressive intervention is warranted. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

If anything, the fact that ice bridges are much less likely to provide a 'natural' access to the island (along with the people population concentration around 

areas wolves might be able to travel from)makes me feel the intensity of management needs to increase. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I find the alternative of 'intensively managing the moose population' quite bothersome, seemingly in that scenario allowing the wolves to disappear. We do 

not have an abundance of areas in this country where wolves are living in balance and in abundance. Isle Royale is an incredibly special place, a small 
piece of wilderness that has provided for decades a home for an amazing balance of plants/animals/birds, and a place where man can be in touch with that. 

Losing any part of this would be a huge loss. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I'm not a scientist, and have more emotional input than scientifically based thoughts. I've treasured many trips to Isle Royale, and have been transported to 

another world when I've heard loon at night, watched eagles soar, looked out a tent window at the knees of a cow moose and her young, come across what I 

thought was wolf scat on a trail, hiked through some of the special vegetation that I never see other places. The incredible balance of this small ecosystem 

is worth treasuring, and, I feel, worth intervening to save from the effects of our own mistakes. 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Concept C seems the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as necessary 

over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 
Topic Question 2:  

The NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o wolves 

examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction and 

survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions.  
 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the duration and 

frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce carbon 

pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 
Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Those who visit Isle Royale do so for the wilderness experience which includes wolves and moose.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     

 

Topic Question 1:  

Es cuestión de respeto y coherencia, estamos devastando el planeta, estamos super-poblados, por este motivo debemos empezar a actuar como nos 

consideramos "seres superiores al resto de las especies" y empezar a controlar nuestra procreación, hay espacio para todas las especies siempre que una de 

ellas no abuse. 
 

En este momento, hay que delimitar y respetar habitats y zonas de vida de las otras especies y reconducirlos 

 

Topic Question 2:  

el equilibrio natural del planeta, cada especie, por pequeña e insignificante que nos parezca, cumple una función. 

 

la regulación natural de las especies es lo único que puede funcionar y arreglar el destrozo que hemos hecho. 

 
hay que dejar vivir al lobo y al resto, si matamos su alimento ¿qué opción les damos?  

 

Topic Question 3:  

es difícil, pero es cuestión de respeto.  

al vez podrían aplicarse técnicas de introducción de agua como se hizo en distintas zonas de Africa. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
más difícil aún, el cambio climático es general en el planeta, o se aborda y soluciona de manera global o poco se puede conseguir. 

 

observando y atendiendo a los individuos de cada especie se puede paliar en parte el efecto del cambio climático 

 

Comments: 
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It is appalling how many species of animals are near to extinction. They really must be saved and that starts with each of us. Please respect and protect the 

wolves of Isle Royale and help them thrive. 
Martie Busse 

 

Topic Question 2:  

No negative intervention by people. If we need to introduce more wolves on the island that do it! If we need to introduce a food source for them then do it! 

Also, there should be a no-entry code to keep people off the island unless they are veterinarians or other authorized people. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Authorized personnel only.  
 

Topic Question 4:  

Help the animals make the adjustment to a warmer climate. Is there plenty of fresh water, food, and cool nesting areas for the animals? 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The ongoing study of the wolves and moose on Isle Royale clearly indicates that wolves play an important part of NATURALLY managing the moose 

population on the island and thereby also managing the abundance and health of vegetation. Maintaining an ongoing population of wolves by continually 

augmenting the packs provides a natural methodology to maintain a healthy and organic ecosystem on the island. Culling the moose population is not a 
natural solution, and would be temporary in nature requiring culling to be necessary on a regular basis. Augmenting the wolf population also strengthens 

the health of the moose population as natural selection is organically implemented. Culling will eliminate strong and healthy moose. Wolves will eliminate 

weak and sick moose which benefits the entire ecosystem of the island. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

As a wilderness area, allowing hunting, culling, and/or mechanized vehicles on the island should be ruled out unconditionally. Doing otherwise destroys 
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the purpose and intent of a wilderness area, and the impacts are likely to affect the pristine nature of the island's ecosystem for years, or possibly 

permanently. The unknowns of these unnatural interventions could be disastrous. Killing healthy moose through culling weakens the entire heard. 

Allowing mechanized vehicles introduces the potential for pollution and destruction of native plants. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

The NPS should engage in a long-term augmentation program to keep the wolves of the island at a healthy population and one that provides balance to the 

moose population. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Due to the possibility of a shorter ice bridge season, the NPS should continually monitor the health and population of wolves on the island and react to 

reductions in numbers with an ongoing augmentation program. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

Three of the preliminary alternatives completely overlook maintaining a healthy and balanced wolf population. Two others only mention a one-time 

augmentation program for wolf population. The augmentation program will need to be ongoing to ensure the wolf population is maintained at a level that 

balances the population of moose and the health and abundance of vegetation. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Using an ongoing natural and organic approach is the best solution. Culling moose will ultimately lead to a weakened herd, and the wolf population will 

become extinct on the island. By simply lending a hand augmenting the wolf population nature will return to its own balance. Continued research and 
studies will provide valuable information as to the success of the program and/or the need for further augmentation to maintain the proper population and a 

balanced ecosystem. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Concept C seems the best, but if wolf reintroductions occur as needed to maintain genetic diversity, moose management will not be needed. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Consider the benefits of a healthy wolf population. Also consider the opinions of scientists and wolf researchers that have studies the wolves in this area for 
years. They know the situation better than anyone else. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Monitor to maintain the wilderness. No moose culling. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Monitor for signs of change due to climate. Educate the public on climate change.  
 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Dislike the lack of action so far. The wolf population on the island has been in trouble for years. And no action is likely in the near future. It is not likely 

that the current wolf population could be saved at this point by bringing in new wolves, so at this point it would be starting over. Action is needed ASAP to 

bring in wolves to limit damage to the environment by too many moose.  

 

Topic Question 6:  
Bring back a healthy wolf population and then let things work the way they were meant to work in a wilderness.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

adding wolves as necessary. i support national wolfwatche coalition in their wanting more wolves brought to island to continue to have the moose wolft 

continuin exist there. i see no reason for change. i see nor eason to involve the corrupt nps in shooting moose and do not believe that is a good soluttion at 

all.we have corrupt federal agencies interested only in setting up things to make money for themselves and to attack nature. they seem to enjoy attacking 

nature. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

the current statuswhich just needs a few more volves to be transported out to the isalnd. its time to do this and to do it as needed. also, our numbers could 

be skewed just for your own purposes and not for the truth.federal agnncies far too often have been known to spin doctor so that you cant trust them 

anymore. they spin doctor so they can make money for their agency. the employees seem to have no honesty left in them. its all spin doctored. 
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Topic Question 3:  

very little attention should be given to isle royale. wilderness demands natural, but bringing in a few wolves is not a big change so it can be accepted and it 

is natural. if there was more time wolves could swim there. it just hasnt happneed recently. let nature then take its courethe wolves can contrl all moose 

populations.keep  
 

Topic Question 4:  

keep the status quo. that is the best idea. maybe corrupt politicians will finally get action so that climate change does not happen and illus all.until that time, 

let this little island remain with its nature. we ned to protect nature every chance we all get.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

i dont like alternatives chosen for the public at all.it hink it is presumptuous churlish, against democracy for this group of public servants to take it upon 

themselves to be the gods they want to be. i think they are public servants and should be doing the will of the general public, not the will of rich men with 
big money who seem to dictate the assault against nature that is taking place.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 
necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

We believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 
wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 

and survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places.. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

 

 

Topic Question 5:  
For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 
 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

The continuation of little human interference such as no motorized vehicles. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

I love the idea of keeping it wild but doing the suggested things with the moose and wolf ratios so that the moose aren't completely destroying vegetation 

and breaking down the eco system, for example what they've done in Yosemite.  
 

Topic Question 4:  

Make the necessary adjustments according to what's happening to the animals and environment there. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I love the idea of Plan C, reintroduction of wolves as needed, younger, stronger to repopulate the area on their own through mating, having healthy pups. I 

don't like the idea of killing the moose or letting the wolves completely die out there. 

 
Comments:  
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there is a study done on a park or lRge amount of land. They took out the predator. The who demographics changed and lost its self sustaining ability, too 

many deer ate the leaves that were left, the stream no longer flowed, You may have see or heard of it. 

 

Yes positively, reintroduce the wolf. Sorry for the inbreeding. The area should turn around in a year or so.  

 

Are the moose over populated? Can they be relocated? 

 
Topic Question 2:  

balance In the Eco system 

 

Topic Question 3:  

strategic thoughtful planning, Maybe o e person to Che k it everyday? Do t know 

 

Topic Question 4:  
more as climate changes, record changes to the park 

 

Topic Question 5:  

neutral 

 

Topic Question 6:  

none, please do your best, some people get in there and screw things up 

 
Comments: I like the national parks 

 
Correspondence ID: 118     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: member of public  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Jul,30,2015 03:36:54 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Wolves should be introduced/augmented in the area to restore the natural 'balance' of the ecosystem, with monitoring of the situation, taking a holistic 

perspective. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The importance that wolves make to the ecological balance of wildlife in the area 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Monitoring and minimal proactive management of species numbers after the introduction of the animals, with time to let the flora/fauna recover. A 

STRONG understanding of the adverse effects of human intervention (poaching/trapping/hunting) and action taken accordingly.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

It should understand the consequences of climate change on wildlife and the environment and intervene only when these elements are having an adverse 

effect on the area and its natural balance. 
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Topic Question 5:  

see general comments above 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Wildlife management has its place in areas such as this, but it should not affect what would have been the 'natural' balance of animals/flora /fauna in the 

area. There should be sustainable levels of wildlife where no examples exist of overpopulation (eg moose) resulting in their deaths through starvation and 

over grazing. The balance/harmony should be achieved, which includes the introduction/augmentation of wolves in the area. 

Climate change (arguably man-made) should be seen as a major factor and a sensible, sustainable plan be prepared to minimise its harm/impact on the area. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 
wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  
 

 

Topic Question 2:  

We believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 

wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 

and survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 
discussions. 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 
motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 
Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 

 

Topic Question 5:  

or years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 
public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Those who visit Isle Royale do so for the wilderness experience which includes wolves and moose. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

None of the concepts go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as necessary over the next 20 years to insure 

genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  
 

 

Topic Question 2:  

There are 57 years of research data that can be analyzed to help provide a healthy wolf population. Have a data production analysis as well as the 

involvement of researchers. Find out why wolves on Isle Royale are deformed and weakened. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Due to Climate change NPR must make a concerted effort to repopulate the island with wolves - waiting to do so destroys the ecosystem of the island. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

As stated above, none of the alternatives go far enough to ensure the success of any project. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I had already submitted a comment 

I have another good alternative but I think it would be very expensive 

and that would be to add wolves which I think would have to take place over  

some time so I dont think it is an immeadiate solution to the existing  
problem 

Also moving moose to Minnesota or Michigan into the existing moose population areas 

Thank You 

 

Comments:  
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Only restoring wolf population. No other human intervention. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
No hunting or culling should ever be allowed in this pristine wilderness. This is one of the very last unspoiled wild preserves left. An ecosystem dependent 

on a healthy wolf population. New wolves must be brought in to keep the moose population in check naturally and stop the destruction of overgrazing by 

moose.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

This park should be left untouched with the exception of restoring a healthy wolf population which will restore the parks health and increase tourist 

revenue.  

 
Topic Question 4:  

Protect it but otherwise do not interfere. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

There should be no human intervention with the wildlife on isle Royal except to restore the healthy wolf population. 
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Topic Question 6:  

If Michigan does not naturally restore balance in this most precious wilderness and allows some other form of management that would be devastating and 

cannot be allowed in this park,preserve. 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     as nearly 99% aea of isle royale national park is designated wilderness, let work nature, nature will save all animals and make them 

run free ! 
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Full management of moose, wolves and vegetation to maintain overall studies and ecosystem. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Make sure not to lose rare plants while balancing mammals for study as well. Interfere minimally unless balance and diversity require it. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
I would leave the intensity to the wildlife experts and the academics that have been studying these populations for the last 50 years. I do think a review by 

us lay folks should happen about once per decade. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

I haven't heard any voices that can define the affect, yet. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like that we must tinker, but genetic diversity in this small ecosystem is necessary. 
After all, if it weren't so isolated the mammals would just like surrounding MI & ONT, i.e., whitetails, bear, etc. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I'm done.Thanks. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Full management of moose, wolves and vegetation to maintain overall studies and ecosystem. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Make sure not to lose rare plants while balancing mammals for study as well. Interfere minimally unless balance and diversity require it. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

I would leave the intensity to the wildlife experts and the academics that have been studying these populations for the last 50 years. I do think a review by 

us lay folks should happen about once per decade. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

I haven't heard any voices that can define the affect, yet. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like that we must tinker, but genetic diversity in this small ecosystem is necessary. 

After all, if it weren't so isolated the mammals would just like surrounding MI & ONT, i.e., whitetails, bear, etc. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
I'm done.Thanks. 

 

Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 
necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

I believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 

wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 
and survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 
soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 
carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and I ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

What I value about Isle Royale is its wilderness experience of wolves and moose. There are few places that can provide an experience of these iconic 

animals, and I value Isle Royale because of that opportunity. There is no better way to learn about these creatures than to experience them in their own 

habitat, thriving. We must be able to continue to provide this experience for generations to come. 

 

Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 
which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  
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Topic Question 2:  

We believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 

wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 
and survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  

It is the responsibility of the NPS to preserve and protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale. This includes the monitoring of habitat for wildlife, 
such as wolves and moose; maintenance of soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive 

species. Any management must support the important wilderness character of Isle Royale. The wolf, a top carnivore is vital for an intact healthy ecosystem. 

But, wolves must be present in sufficient numbers to fulfill their ecological niche. The culling of moose and the use of motorized equipment within 

wilderness areas in not consistent with this goal and therefore should not be permitted. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change, habitat loss, fragmentation are each impacting wildlife.  

The 3 remaining wolves can no longer limit the growth of the moose population. If the howl of the wolf is no longer heard on the Island, it is likely the 
entire ecosystem could collapse. 

 

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to Isle Royale. However, the only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions.  

 

NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the duration and 

frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce carbon 
pollution. NPS could ban the sale/use of bottled water and or encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water 

bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

While the National Wolfwatcher Coalition has no membership dues, we have nearly 700,000 supporters. While most of them will never see a wild wolf or 

hear its howl, knowing there are special places where wolves can live as wolves, not being chased by dogs or hunted / trapped by those desiring a trophy, is 

important to them. These values cannot be measured. NPS has a duty to protect these values and insure that the howl of the wolf is not silenced on Isle 

Royale. 

 

Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 
wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 
there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o wolves 

examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction and 

survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 



Page 63 of 1117 
 

discussions.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 
soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 
carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / re 

 

Topic Question 5:  
For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Please save Isle Royal Wolves. There is nothing like seeing wolves and moose in their habitat. Wolf predation is needed to control the moose population. 

 

Comments:  
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Leave wildlife management to the expert, mother nature. The more man interferes the more problems you will have. Do nothing and let nature take its 

course. 

 

Comments:  
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Concept C appears to be the best alternative. You need to allow wolf reintroductions as necessary to keep the genetic diversity. If you allow wolf 
introductions then you do not need to manage the moose. The wolves will do that job for you. Easy, peasy.  

 

The hunting of moose and introduction of motorized vehicles in the wilderness area is unacceptable.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The ecological benefit of wolves. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
The culling (hunting) of moose and motorized vehicles in a wilderness area is unacceptable. NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle 

Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change is human caused. Therefore we must bring in wolves for genetic diversity since it is not getting cold enough for the ice bridge to allow 

wolves to come on their own. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as 

the changes in the duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the 
island to reduce carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 
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Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 
I do not support hunting in Isle Royale to bring down the moose populations. Bring in the wolves and let them do it naturally. 

 

Comments:  
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See below 

 

Comments: My comments are primarily directed at those who might take an extreme viewpoint on the Wilderness Act or those who believe humans have 

little or no role in wilderness areas, typically resting their arguments mainly on the Wilderness Act's use of the word "untrammeled".  

 
To paraphrase what I've researched regarding The Wilderness Act, there are statements in the law that state that if humans created a problem then it can be 

OK for humans to take corrective action, with the primary example cited as fires started by humans. 

 

Certainly in the spirit of this part of the law (and I believe the letter of it as well) there are two prominent examples of previous human intervention that has 

directly and indirectly contributed to the present wolf population degradation. 

Namely: 

1) The introduction of canine parvovirus by a pet dog and 

2) Anthropomorphic global warming/climate change. 
 

I won't go into the detail of why as I'm sure you are familiar with the causality of and reactions to both of these human actions. The bottom line of this 

comment is simply to make the case, not regarding the type of rescue best suited to the problem but to persuade those arguing against any rescue that their 

logic does not follow the legislation of The Wilderness Act. 
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None 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Maintaining a balance of predator/prey/habitat preservation so that all populations may remain healthy. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS should aggressively manage the environment, predators and prey species as needed to maintain RNP as a true wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I do not like the idea of letting the current wolf population die off and then reintroducing a new pack of wolves in order to keep the moose population 

within bounds. Wolves are a necessary part of this ecosystem so what is the point in letting the current pack die? 

 
Topic Question 6:  

I strongly favor introducing additional wolves to the island with the hope that not only will the moose population be kept in check but that inbreeding with 

the surviving members of the island's wolf population will enhance the wolf gene pool and promote healthier animals. 

 

Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  
 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 
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there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

I believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 
wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 

and survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 
soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 
carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 
 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Those who visit Isle Royale do so for the wilderness experience which includes wolves and moose 

 

BOTH Wolves and Moose are Critical and Necessary for the wilderness-  

 

Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be reestablished once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 
Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 

 
Topic Question 2:  

The NPS Needs to consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o wolves 

examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction and 

survival.  

 

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS Must Protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 
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soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 
augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 

Comments: Do your job- Protect Our Public lands, waters, wildlife & future! 

Your attention to this most urgent matter would be much appreciated by all present & future generations of all species. 

Thank you 

 

 
Correspondence ID: 135     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: UPEC, FOLK, IRKPA, others  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,01,2015 21:29:59 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Artificial insemination of existing female wolves. This may reduce conflicts between existing wolves and new wolves, but this would need to be 
determined. I am only stating that this should be considered (and possibly rejected). I am not advocating this approach. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

1. That almost all of the park is designated wilderness, where human influences on wildlife populations are typically minimal. 

2. That justification of reintroduction of wolves might only be justified if it can be determined that human activities caused the wolf population to crash. I 

believe Rolf Peterson once stated that the canine parvovirus impacts on the wolf population appear to have run their course. However, whether parvo was a 

major contributor to the current wolf population issue may still be a possibility, which should be studied. 
3. That ice bridge formation need not be less likely as our climate warms, since our climate is becoming more unpredictable, with greater extremes, both 

warm and cold. 

4. That the overall viability of the wolf and moose populations in the Lake Superior region does not depend on how many moose or wolves are on Isle 

Royale. 

5. That visitor expectations in terms of flora, moose, and wolves are not critical wildlife management issues in Wilderness. 

6. That the forests of Isle Royale managed to survive a long period when moose were here and wolves were not. Logging and subsequent fires may have 

altered the island's flora more than moose have (and that the logging and fires created moose habitat). 

7. Vegetation management should not be considered necessary unless impacts are human-caused. Who is to say whether an unbrowsed balsam fir is 
"better" than an intensively browsed balsam, and whether greater amounts of browsing has a negative impact on the park's forest? Minimal browsing does 

not necessarily equate to better management of the park's forests. Natural impacts on forests are what they are, neither bad nor good.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

In general, only manage to mitigate negative human impacts. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

1. Management should reflect the impacts of climate change only if the science clearly indicates what those impacts will be, not impacts based on 
speculation. 

2. If climate change is impacting a species or subspecies endemic to Isle Royale, do what is necessary to protect that species or subspecies. If it is 

impacting common species, such that the distribution of that species may change but it has little risk of extinction, do not take intensive action to protect 

that species on Isle Royale. 

3. Use Isle Royale as a laboratory to monitor climate change and its effects. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
My first choice is the no action alternative unless other actions are needed because human impacts have created that need. I would certainly not support any 

alternative that involves direct moose or vegetation management. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Some may be concerned about the impacts of the loss of wolves on the ongoing wolf/moose study. I am not. The study would continue, and the impact of 

the loss of wolves would certainly be worthy of study. Besides, if wolves returned on their own, that would add another element to the study. 

 

Comments:  
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Only 3 of the 6 alternative concepts mention wolf reintroduction or augmentation, and none with any specificity. Concept B and Concept D only allow for 

wolves to be re-established once which may not be sufficient and is very short sighted. Concept C allows for maintaining populations of wolves and moose 

which "could" include wolf reintroduction or augmentation.  

 

Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 
necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfil their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

I believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 
wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 

and survival.  

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 
soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 
carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 
 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Those who visit Isle Royale do so for the wilderness experience which includes wolves and moose. 

 

Comments:  
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I think the fact that climate change is a permanent issue we have to deal with should be considered. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

In spite of the wilderness designation, I think NPS must intervene in this situation. I would like to see a few more wolves brought into the island. If that 

does not happen, I think the moose population will get too big and decimate the vegetation on the island. I don't think the public has the stomach for a 

"moose cull", and that population cannot go unchecked. Many of the options include intervention, and I think killing animals cannot be an option when 

other viable options exist. 

 



Page 68 of 1117 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I like that the preliminary alternatives do provide options for all sides in this issue.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 
we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

hubris-dislike, concern- like  

 

Topic Question 6:  

you can't save the world AFTER it's too late!!!! 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 139     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  
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Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     The National Park Service (NPS) has announced the start of a Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan and Environmental Impact 

Statement for Isle Royale National Park and Wilderness, which will analyze options for the declining wolf population, including transplanting wolves from 

the mainland. Our help is needed to convince the NPS to protect Isle Royale Wildernesss untrammeled character from overt human manipulation. 
 

Changes continue to occur on Isle Royale. In the late 19th century, the primary predator-prey dynamic there dealt with Canada lynx and woodland caribou. 

Neither of those species survived, and they were ultimately replaced. Moose arrived in the early 20th century, and by the 1950s, wolves had also arrived. 

Isle Royale is an ever-evolving ecosystem, and a classic case study for the changing dynamics of island biogeography. 

 

Researchers have studied the well-known wolf-moose predator-prey relationship on Isle Royale for over 60 years. But the wolf population has become 

inbred over the decades, and has dropped in numbers in recent years. In 2015, only 3 wolves could be located, compared to 9 in 2014. This drop has 
occurred despite the formation of ice bridges to the mainland during the past two winters, which allowed wolves to move between the mainland and Isle 

Royale. With the declining wolf population, the moose population has increased to about 1,250. 

 

Congress designated about 99% o Isle Royale as Wilderness under the 1964 Wilderness Act. The Wilderness Act defines Wilderness in part as 

untrammeled or unmanipulated. The Wilderness Act requires humility and restraint on the part of us humans, where we let Nature call the shots rather than 

imposing human preferences upon the landscape, even if that might mean in this case that wolves become temporarily or permanently extirpated from Isle 
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Royale. 

 

Wolf researchers and some wolf advocates have pushed the NPS to transplant more wolves to Isle Royale. The NPS is also considering culling or 

translocating moose, perhaps with mechanized or motorized equipment. But, such actions would fly in the face of Isle Royales wilderness designation and 
represent a significant human manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness. We need to help remind the NPS to uphold Isle Royales wilderness status. 

 

1. Isle Royales wilderness designation requires that we protect the areas unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royales unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 6:  

1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Comments:  
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Affiliation:   
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative A, the No Action alternative, is most appropriate for the Wilderness area. Other alternatives are unnecessary and harmful. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Ensure that all flora and fauna are protected per the regulations for a designated wilderness area. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Management should ensure that no human activities inconsistent with the wilderness area designation are permitted. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Management should ensure that no human activities inconsistent with the wilderness area designation are permitted, especially as global climate change 

continues. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Dislike: heavy handed interventions such as transplanting wolves from the mainland. 

Like: Alternative A, the No Action alternative. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

I urge you to adopt Alternative A. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that it be preserved as an untrammeled wild area. 

Importing mainland wolves is a heavy-handed manipulation that is unnecessary and must not be considered. 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

 
 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character 

 
Topic Question 5:  

This area has a wilderness designation. That means leave it unmanipulated! 

 

Comments:  
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Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Let nature call the shots. No motorized vehicles, no culling, leave it be. Leave it as Wilderness. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

No further interference to the letter and spirit of the Wilderness Act at Isle Royale Wilderness  

 
Topic Question 5:  

Dislike moving species (that does not work), dislike culling (the designation of Wilderness means untrammeled and unmanipulated by humans)  

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization: U. S. Citizen  

Affiliation:  OffcialRep 

Received: Aug,04,2015 18:21:56 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Comments: See above. 
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Received: Aug,04,2015 18:30:29 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Why must we humans always feel the need to tamper with nature? What part of "wilderness" do you not understand? Wilderness 
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means "wild!" Do not cull moose and do not introduce wolves. Let nature call the shots.  
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Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
 

 

Topic Question 2:  

See answer to Q. 1. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

See answer to Q. 1. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

See answer to Q. 1. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

See answer to Q. 1. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

a wild area without wild human interference? what a concept! what a great idea! 
 

Topic Question 2:  

consider how well Mother Nature functions without human interference and has since the beginning of time and will continue to do so long after mass 

human suicide by artificial alteration of the planet ecosystems and climate; climate, get it? human maintenance of Isle Royale includes the omission of 

human from the wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
human go home; human stay away 

 

Topic Question 4:  

cease and desist human activity damaging/killing the planet and ecosystems; we humans do not have an alternative planet waiting for us. it will be tough, 

oh well, it must be done as there is no survivable alternative here, too. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I want humans to reverse its damage done to Isle Royale, as well all such wilderness areas and the rest of the planet, then leave them alone at peace. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

thank you 

 

Comments: nope 
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Received: Aug,04,2015 18:48:28 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative concept A is the best solution. Let wilderness be a wilderness without human intervention. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Do not transplant wolves. let nature take its course 

 

Topic Question 3:  

a designated wilderness should do without man manipulation and ''improvements'' 
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Topic Question 4:  

No management is best. Animals and plants were doing well before mankind started to manage everything 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 18:49:55 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

sle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means we 
let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 19:21:12 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Do nothing, and see what happens. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

It's my understanding that there is only one remaining wolf. The moose population will explode, then crash when they eat all the vegetation. Let it happen, 

and study it. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Do nothing. Let nature take its course. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Do nothing in the wilderness areas of Isle Royale. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's wilderness character. 
 

Comments:  
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Affiliation:   
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Introduce more wolves. Keep people OUT. Humans only trash the world. Are there chemicals used for something being used? If so , STOP the chemicals. 

There are other animals that NEED rescued from humans i.e. bears why not give them sanctuary on the island? 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Why is there a desire to "manage". 

 
Topic Question 5:  

Human intervention. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

NO HUNTING. 

 

Comments:  
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Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

None. We don't need any more gold or silver. We need wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Preserve the status quo. 

Wolves and Grizzlies need to be reintroduced if not there already. 
 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Make it 100%. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Less logging. Trees absorb carbon dioxide and other carbon based gases. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

That mining is even considered in a wilderness area. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 
 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

 

 
Comments: I used to hike and camp in that area and it was a magical experience for me. I still visit there in my dreams and any mining would forever 

disrupt my tranquil dreams of that place. I'm 70-years old. Please save this area for my grandkids as the wilderness it should be. 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Protect Isle Royale Wilderness from Human Manipulation!!! THIS SHOULD NOT BE DONE!!!!! 

 

Topic Question 2:  

THE NPS WHOULD protect Isle Royale Wilderness's untrammeled character from overt human manipulation!!! 

 

Topic Question 3:  
The Wilderness Act requires humility and restraint on the part of us humans, where we let Nature call the shots rather than imposing human preferences 

upon the landscape, even if that might mean in this case that wolves become temporarily or permanently extirpated from Isle Royale. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Changes continue to occur on Isle Royale. In the late 19th century, the primary predator-prey dynamic there dealt with Canada lynx and woodland caribou. 

Neither of those species survived, and they were ultimately replaced. Moose arrived in the early 20th century, and by the 1950s, wolves had also arrived. 

Isle Royale is an ever-evolving ecosystem, and a classic case study for the changing dynamics of island biogeography. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

LEAVE IT ALONE!!!Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled 

wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Wolf researchers and some wolf advocates have pushed the NPS to transplant more wolves to Isle Royale. The NPS is also considering culling or 

translocating moose, perhaps with mechanized or motorized equipment. But such actions would fly in the face of Isle Royale's wilderness designation and 
represent a significant human manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness. You are reminded, the NPS should uphold Isle Royale's wilderness status. 

 

Comments: I COULD NOT PUT THIS ANY BETTER IN MY OWN WORDS, AS THIS MAKES ME MORE THAN ANGRY-IT IS ABOUT THE 

GREED OF BIG BUSINESS AND HOW THOSE GREEDY, STUPID CONGRESS PERSONS WORK FOR THEM- -BECAUSE THEY ARE IN THE 

BACK POCKETS OF BIG BUSINESS, AND CARE ONLY ABOUT STAYING IN POWER IN CONGRESS, THE PERKS ARE GREAT- --MOST OF 

THEM ARE JUST PURE EVIL!!!! MY WORDS ARE NOT VERY DIPLOMATIC.... 
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1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliat ion:  

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

None 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Return park to original predator-prey relationships without any impact on wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
None 

 

Topic Question 4:  

None 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like your recognition of Isle Royale's environmental situation but I dislike any kind of activities that will harm its wilderness qualities. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

 
3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

 

Comments: Thank you. 
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 21:12:07 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:      

I approve of Alt. A  

Alt. A is my choice because it has a "No Action" mandate. 

It was chosen because that is what the "Wilderness Designation" given to 

this area was meant for. No human managed anything. Let it the way it is designated. 
 

sincerely, 
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 21:22:27 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative Concept A (No Action) 

 

Topic Question 2:  

It's Wilderness designation, which means managed as unmanaged. When considering what to do, imagine that humans don't exist. That's what humans 

should do in managing Wilderness. Not exist. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

The NPS should intensely manage humans, to make certain that they are not affecting the Wilderness in any measurable way. Human management: 100% 

=Wilderness management: 0% 
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Topic Question 4:  

The NPS should intensely manage humans, to make certain that they are not affecting the Wilderness in any measurable way. Human management: 100% 

=Wilderness management: 0% 

 
Topic Question 5:  

There is only one management plan that the Wilderness Act permits: No Action. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

What part of 'Wilderness' does the NPS not understand? No culling. No introduction. Period. 

 

Comments: Isle Royale used to be populated by lynx and caribou. Why aren't you considering removing all of the wolves and moose in order to reintroduce 

lynx and caribou? Sound crazy? No more crazy than manipulating the wolf and moose population as you're considering. 
 

You wouldn't be putting tourism revenue considerations above Wilderness designation, now would you? 
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

How about letting nature do its job? 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The issue of non-interference. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Management designed to protect the park's current state and to not make any changes unless absolutely necessary and after much consideration. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

A changing climate should not change the NPS's mandate. It certainly should be no reason to monkey around with the environment. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Comments: Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

Moose and wolves should not be "managed." They were originally set off balance because of human impacts. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires 

that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means we let Nature take it's course. Nature always 

seeks balance and if human interference continues to play a part in that effort the balance is continually knocked off balance. Transplanting wolves from 

the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Congress designated about 99% o Isle Royale as Wilderness under the 1964 Wilderness Act. The Wilderness Act defines Wilderness in part as 

untrammeled or unmanipulated. The Wilderness Act requires humility and restraint on the part of us humans, where we let Nature call the shots rather than 
imposing human preferences upon the landscape, even if that might mean in this case that wolves become temporarily or permanently extirpated from Isle 

Royale. 

 

Comments:  
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

See Question 1. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

See Question 1. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
See Question 1. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

See Question 1. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

See Question 1. 

 
Comments: See Question 1. 

 
Correspondence ID: 161     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Wilderness Watch  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Let the balance of nature take it's course! Manipulations of wildlife cause unbalance! Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major 

manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The no action alternative is the best action to protect Isle Royal's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Let nature take it's course! Why do people believe they have to interfere in the natural balance of nature when there is no need?  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Fire prevention would be number one. 

 

Comments:  
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Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,04,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Always let nature take control. We should not be managing Isle Royale except as needed for population control, if and when it gets to that point. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Allow nature to do what it will 

 

Comments: The wilderness designation of Isle Royale requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled character and let Nature call the 

shots. 
 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
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Received: Aug,05,2015 00:30:18 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I support the No Action alternative.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Wilderness values. Ecological integrity. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Only those allowed under the Wilderness Act. Manage it as wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Hands off. 

 

Comments: Let wilderness be wilderness. 
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. 
 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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Outside Organization:  
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Received: Aug,05,2015 01:10:02 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

None 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Leave it alone and let the natural order of things dictate what happens. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

None. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

None 

 

Topic Question 5:  
It is a wilderness area and should be left alone. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

The island should be left alone due to its wilderness status. How else are we to learn how life changes in areas like this. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

Wilderness designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 
2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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Correspondence:     1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

Wilderness designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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Re: Protect Isle Royale Wilderness from Human Manipulation/Some Park Service Options Threaten to Undermine Wilderness Act Foundation 

 

The National Park Service (NPS) has announced the start of a Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement for Isle 

Royale National Park and Wilderness, which will analyze options for the declining wolf population, including transplanting wolves from the mainland. The 

NPS should protect Isle Royale Wildernesss untrammeled character from overt human manipulation. 

 
Changes continue to occur on Isle Royale. In the late 19th century, the primary predator-prey dynamic there dealt with Canada lynx and woodland caribou. 

Neither of those species survived, and they were ultimately replaced. Moose arrived in the early 20th century, and by the 1950s, wolves had also arrived. 

Isle Royale is an ever-evolving ecosystem, and a classic case study for the changing dynamics of island biogeography. 

 

Researchers have studied the well-known wolf-moose predator-prey relationship on Isle Royale for over 60 years. But the wolf population has become 

inbred over the decades, and has dropped in numbers in recent years. In 2015, only 3 wolves could be located, compared to 9 in 2014. This drop has 

occurred despite the formation of ice bridges to the mainland during the past two winters, which allowed wolves to move between the mainland and Isle 

Royale. With the declining wolf population, the moose population has increased to about 1,250. 
 

Congress designated about 99% oIsle Royale as Wilderness under the 1964 Wilderness Act. The Wilderness Act defines Wilderness in part as 

untrammeled or unmanipulated. The Wilderness Act requires humility and restraint on the part of us humans, where we let Nature call the shots rather than 

imposing human preferences upon the landscape, even if that might mean in this case that wolves become temporarily or permanently extirpated from Isle 

Royale. 

 

Wolf researchers and some wolf advocates have pushed the NPS to transplant more wolves to Isle Royale. The NPS is also considering culling or 
translocating moose, perhaps with mechanized or motorized equipment. But such actions would fly in the face of Isle Royales wilderness designation and 

represent a significant human manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness. You can help remind the NPS to uphold Isle Royales wilderness status. 

 

1. Isle Royales wilderness designation requires that we protect the areas unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royales unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to bring these remarks to your attention. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
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Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 
we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Comments:  
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There are few options to a declining and inbred wolf population. The NPS plan to introduce new genetics into the populations is both reasonable and 

feasible.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

In keeping a balanced moose ans wolf population is essential to the existence of a genetically balanced mammal population on the island, even to the point 
of restricting human visitation. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

There should be a well researched wildlife management plan for the island and strictly adhered to. It is essential for the continued wilderness status that 

flora and fauna be given priority in the continuation of this small ecosystem. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate changes should be taken into account in a comprehensive management plan. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

The mere fact that this issue of reintroduction is being discussed demonstrates a positive direction. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Just as wolves were reintroduced to Yellowstone, the introduction of new genetics to Isle Royale is a positive step forward in continuing a traditional 

population on the island. 
 

Comments: I am in favor of the introduction of new breeding stock on Island Royale with an end goal of maintaining a healthy and balanced wolf and 

moose population. 
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Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative 

 

Topic Question 2:  

 
Culling moose and transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale should be avoided. 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Your wilderness designation requires that you protect the area's wilderness character. That means that Nature decides for you. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Just let nature do her thing. 
 

Comments:  
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Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 
Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 
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Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 
we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. No 

other alternative should be considered. 

 
Comments: 1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Since Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation 

means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

The designation of 'wilderness' requires that no action be taken 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Since Wolf and moose populations are not listed as threatened, there should be no action taken regarding them = let Nature take its course. 

 

Regarding rare plants, if they become legitimately endangered of becoming extinct in the wild (not just the island), cuttings should be taken and grown in a 
suitable place off-island. 

 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I feel that removing moose from the island would be expensive in time and resources, and would probably affect the untrmmeled land and destroy its 

wilderness appearance in order to introduce trucking to remove captured moose, which again would contravene the wilderness designation of the island. 

The same would apply to introducing/removing wolves, although the damage would be less. As much as I wish to see wolf population increase, rather than 

decrease, taking action at this point, especially not knowing the reason(s) for the mortality of the individuals who have died, could well be merely 
introducing more endangered wolves to a bad situation. 

 

 

Topic Question 6:  

If any wildlife is to be removed, the removal of the remaining wolf population and relocation to another area, might be best for the remaining endangered 

wolves and less damaging to the land, but cannot be done if wolves were present on the island when it was given wilderness status. 

 

Comments: This proposal is difficult as it raises the question of whether animal survival (or balance) should take precedence over a wilderness designation. 
If we truly believe in letting Nature take its course in a wilderness designated area, we must do nothing. There is still possibility that both wolves and 

moose may migrate via ice bridges and naturally realign the populations. Climate change in a wilderness area, cannot be reasonably ameliorated with 

current techniques, and to try might destroy the wilderness of the island forever, while not having the desired results. I am concerned about this, but I truly 

feel it is better to do nothing and allow Nature to take its own course, always remembering that mankind if responsible for much of the dcoming climate 

changes. 

 

Thank you for considering my comments. 
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No alternatives are the best to protect Isle Royale as it was meant to be.....unmanipulated and untrammeled. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Let NATURE call the shots. The Wilderness Act defines Wilderness in part as "untrammeled" or unmanipulated even if that might mean in this case that 

wolves become temporarily or permanently extirpated from Isle Royale. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale's wilderness ddesignation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

The Wilderness Act requires humility and restraint on the part of us humans. We must let Nature call the shots rather than imposing human preferences 

upon the landscape. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I dislike the fact that you feel it necessary to impose human intervention on Isle Royale. Why can't you let NATURE run the show. We will all benefit if 

you let it be! 

 

Comments:  
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Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

Regarding the changing climate, the impact of human activity throughout the world must be managed immediately and comprehensively in order to save 

not only wild places but the entire planet. Isle Royale is not the place that needs managing - human consumption must be the focus of climate change. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Anything that manipulates the natural status of the Isle Royale wilderness is unacceptable. 

 
Comments:  
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Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 
 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The least possible amount of management. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots without human interference. 

 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness, i.e. human interference, and must not be 

done. 

 

Comments:  
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1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Nature knows best. Humans should stay out. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

None. see above. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Refer to scientists and heed their recommendations, not political groups who only seek profits for themselves. 

 
Comments: Preservation should be the first concern. Once mankind has messed something up, it is virtually irretrievable. We should keep our hands off. 
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Wolves are not in danger of extirpation in MN and it is likely that they will be able to migrate across Lake Superior to Isle Royale again sometime in the 

near future as their natural movements and dispersal move them further afield. Management should be minimal. Watch, listen and learn from the natural 

processes that will occur without human intervention. 
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Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale is a Wilderness area and as such it should remain unmanipulated, including manipulating either the wolf or moose population. Both the moose 

and the wolves arrived on the island via spontaneous natural migration likely over the ice. There are not very many places where we can watch and observe 

the natural process of migration in a natural ecosystem without applying the heavy hand of humans. Since we are not really very good at manipulating 
nature, I urge a hands off approach. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The Wilderness designation of Isle Royale should be given full weight when making the decision to manage this natural occurrence or not. The Wilderness 

designation gives managers full permission to monitor without interference. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

There will be plant community change with an increasing moose population and with climate change. Let the moose run their course and let's address and 
attempt to mitigate climate change which is something that we do have and should have control over. 

 

Comments:  
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none 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Preservation of the Wilderness as the Wilderness Act intends should be the sole consideration. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

I believe that Congress designated about 99% o Isle Royale as Wilderness under the 1964 Wilderness Act. The Wilderness Act defines Wilderness in part 

as untrammeled or unmanipulated. The Wilderness Act requires that we humans, no matter how well intentioned, exercise rigorous humility and restraint 

on our inclination to want to impose our unnatural preferences on wilderness. We are not the boss of wilderness, Nature is. Only Nature should decide if 

wolves are to become temporarily or permanently absent from Isle Royale or not. In a wilderness area, we should not mess with that outcome. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

None. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative concept A, the No action alternative, is the best to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Transplanting 

wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale would be a major manipulation and should not be done, period.  

 

Comments:  
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Please protect Isle Royale Wilderness's untrammeled character from overt human manipulation! 

 
Comments: Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best 

alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled 
wilderness character. 

 

Comments: Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale 

Wilderness and must not be done.  
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Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. So THE NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE is the best in this case. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

 

Comments:  
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Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Comments:  
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1. "Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation 

means we let Nature call the shots." 

 

3 

 
Topic Question 2:  

2." Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

" 

 

Topic Question 3:  

." Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character" 

 
 

Comments:  
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1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 
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2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

 
Comments:  
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Let Isle Royale be managed by nature alone. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Let Isle Royale be managed by nature alone. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Let Isle Royale be managed by nature alone. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Let Isle Royale be managed by nature alone. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

n/a 

 

Topic Question 6:  
See comment box below. 

 

Comments: Please accept my comment as follows: 

 

I would like to make the point that Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness 

character. 

 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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Isle Royale is designated as Wildness - as such there should be NO management or manipulation of the environment there. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting any animals (including wolves) from anywhere else should be prohibited. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
See response to Question 1 

 

Topic Question 4:  

See response to Question 1 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative Concept A (No Action) is the best and only alternative that should be considered. 

 
Comments:  
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I just think as wilderness, we should monitor it as just that. It should remain wilderness. We should not play with the balance. Let it grow and exist as it is. 

It's human interference and adjustments that upset the balance.  

It should be there to observe and enjoy. Not rape and pillage for profit or sport. 
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Let Mother Nature prevail. Let Man stand down. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Let Mother Nature prevail. Let Man stand down. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Let Mother Nature prevail. Let Man stand down. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Let Mother Nature prevail. Let Man stand down. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

Let Mother Nature prevail. Let Man stand down. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Let Mother Nature prevail. Let Man stand down. 

 

Comments: Let Mother Nature prevail. Let Man stand down. 
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The No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Comments:  
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Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Comments:  
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The no action alternative should remain in place. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Let Nature take its course. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Leave it alone. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Leave it alone. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Too much manipulation, cost, and displacement of wildlife from other areas. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 195     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 12:19:34 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's natural characteristics by not intervening to implement our own 

idea of how life should play out. Nature should be free to operate on its own terms, not human terms. Moving wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale 

would be an obvious intervention of the Isle Royale Wilderness and should not be considered. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the 

appropriate alternative to protect Isle Royale's untrammeled wilderness character. Government resources will be much better spent on problems and areas 

that do not involve trying to "manage" wilderness. Stop attempting to manage everything in sight! 

 
Correspondence ID: 196     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
 

Comments: Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 
Correspondence ID: 197     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 14:04:43 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Can you just let nature be! Let all the wildlife remain that - wild. Keep them safe - do not allow man to harm them. 

 
Correspondence ID: 198     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 14:08:19 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
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Leave this area alone. 

 

Comments: Leave the area alone; let nature be. 

 
Correspondence ID: 199     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 
 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
More wilderness acres connected to provide possible migratory routes for plants and animals moving north. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 200     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 15:22:17 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:      

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Correspondence ID: 201     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 17:44:45 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:      Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled 
wilderness character. 

 
Correspondence ID: 202     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 18:02:06 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
The dynamics of the natural world should decide these issues. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The "No Action Alternative" is the preferred manner to allowing designated wilderness to take its natural development. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

As little as possible. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Stop "fueling" the problem 

 

Topic Question 5:  

The more untrammeled the course of action the better it is for the essence of "wilderness". 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Please choose Alternative A, the No Action Alternative, as the best method of protecting Isle Royale's designation as wilderness. 

 



Page 89 of 1117 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 203     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 20:35:23 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale 

Wilderness and must not be done. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, 

untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Correspondence ID: 204     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 20:55:08 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires we protect the area's untouched wilderness and let Nature take its course, whatever that is. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Moving wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is major interference of the Isle Royale Wilderness, and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
The NO Action alternative is the best alternative to manage Isle Royale's untouched wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Trying to manage wilderness requires much more knowledge than science currently posesses, and should not be attempted. Interference begets 

interference, and soon, the original environment would be unrecognizable, due to our management/interference.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

The No Action alternative is the best plan, so that balance would be naturally achieved. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 205     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Ms.  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,05,2015 21:44:07 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character.Transplanting wolves from the 

mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Wilderness designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

We need to let the wilderness be the wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
There should be no human manipulation of Isle Royale. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 206     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,05,2015 22:11:46 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

To allow the area to go back to balance by wolves being introduced again. 
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Topic Question 2:  

No sport culling of moose or wolves. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Management? Hire some researchers that do not work for the Safari Club or NRA...to monitor and study. Get a grant. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Allow reintroduced wolves to do their job. Bring area back to healthier environment. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

No moose culls please and no wolf kills. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

We have screwed this Planet you. We need to focus on creating and nurturing life there and not killing because all sport people should be culled out of the 

project. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 207     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:14:08 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

None. Let wilderness do the work. Nature will take care of nature. 

Stay out! 
 

Topic Question 2:  

No animals of any type should be introduced or removed. Period. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

None other than its designation as WILDERNESS. 

 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Be prepared to manage forest fires if necessary, but that is all. 

 

 

Topic Question 5:  

AlternTive A which is the Iterative to leave it as wilderness 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 208     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:22:21 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 209     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:23:21 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

I think we know the answers- -balance. More wolves will hold moose in check. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Knowledgeable start up, reasonable watching until an ideal ratio is achieved. 
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Comments: Isle Royale is a Michigan and a national treasure. Also of a size, location and 

scope that reasonable watching and management is quite possible.  

 
Correspondence ID: 210     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:23:34 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves are an important factor in the control of the moose population. They should be reintroduced to the island, and augmented if necessary.  

 
I do not agree with the proposal to cull the moose population. I would rather see them managed by contraception or sterilization.  

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

We should try to restore the natural balance of the place, and do what it takes to allow the island to function as an ecosystem in equilibrium.  

 

Topic Question 3:  
As limited as possible, given the aim of restoring the wolves and addressing the moose overpopulation. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

?? 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I dislike the proposal to cull the moose.  

 
Topic Question 6:  

Please expedite your final decision by the end of 2016. There is not time to waste. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 211     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:30:28 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I don't understand resistance to reintroducing more wolves. When I lived in MI, I backpacked twice on Isle Royale. It is a beautiful sacred place. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Protecting the balance between wolves and moose" 
 

Topic Question 5:  

The idea of killing moose is appalling. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 212     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:30:39 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Reintroduction of wolves onto the island is necessary. Moose populations should be controlled wolves and by sterilization , not hunting by humans. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Current policies of use are optimal. I visited in June this year and I love true wilderness it has remained, with low impact use by humans. 

 

Comments: Current policies of use are optimal. I visited in June this year and I love true wilderness it has remained, with low impact use by humans. 

 
Correspondence ID: 213     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:36:34 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

1. Reintroducing new wolves to Isle Royale, it is a much more effective, long term and animal friendly way of keeping the ecosystem in balance.  
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2. Until this can happen, sterilization/contraception for the moose population will keep their numbers under control without taking unnecessary lives.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

One if the most magnificent things about Isle Royale is that it is virtually untouched by humans compared to other placed especially in michigan. Although 
some human interference is now necessary in order to keep a healthy and balanced ecosystem, we should also try to let nature take care of the problem. By 

adding wolves to the population, and by continuing to add wolves every few years to diversify the gene pool, we can assist nature is carrying out her job 

without taking the matter into our own hands and simply killing the moose.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

The moose do not need to be killed. Their lives are not a tool to be tampered with by outsiders. The population problem stemed from too few wolves which 

resulted in too many moose. The most logical way to fix this is to simply add in more wolves.  

 
Topic Question 6:  

Killing moose is not a long term solution to the problem on Isle Royale. It is not natural. If wolves are to be added the entire ecosystem would experience a 

much better balance without taking unnecessary lives.  

 

Comments: These moose don't deserve to have their lives taken when there are better and more long term, wildlife friendly ways to fix the population 

problem. The wolves of Isle Royale have always been a staple in Michigan society and the up keep of their population is important to both the ecosystem 

and michigan culture. Adding wolves will balance out the moose population and therefore the vegetation numbers will be kept in check. Simply killing 

moose will only temporarily balance the moose population and stabilize the vegetation numbers but will do nothing in order to bring the wolves if Isle 
Royale back. 

 
Correspondence ID: 214     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:37:39 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls 

 

Topic Question 6:  

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 
 

 

Comments: PLEASE ADOPT ALTERNATIVE C AND MAINTAIN BOTH MOOSE AND WOLVES. 

 
Correspondence ID: 215     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:37:50 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Add more wolves. Natural is beyond better, it's value added. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Minimal intrusion, just support natural balance. Add more wolves. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Minimal. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Minimal 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Hesitate about legal kill of the moose. Might be necessary, but I'd rather not. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Thanks for asking. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 216     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:38:36 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please keep our wildlife and the vegetation on this Isle safe. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 217     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

Wolves should be reintroduced to take care of the moose population 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 218     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affili ation:  

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Na 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Na 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Na 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Na 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Na 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Na 

 

Comments: Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 
 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 
Correspondence ID: 219     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:40:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Let nature take its course, wolves are a large part of God's original plan without human involvement! Since there are only 3, as you say, and moose are 

plentiful, introduce some captured wolves (greater gene pool too) to populate or bring some from lower state there. Still, close monitoring (collars?!) will 

need to be done for checks and balance. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Numbers, obviously, they need to be managed. If wolves become to plentiful, sterilization practices could be used instead of killing sprees.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Wider monitoring, wildlife management for moose and wolves. People love to go here obviously, so safety is a concern. 
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Topic Question 4:  

?! 

 
Comments: Thank you for your care and interest! 

 
Correspondence ID: 220     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:40:38 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  
Keeping everything in balance without killing species off 

 

Topic Question 3:  

A major portion 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Study and move forward based on climate change 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Killing off the wolves is too easy of a solution 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 221     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:41:04 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

 Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 222     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:41:36 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

Ensuring the wolf population has enough genetic diversity to maintain a healthy sustainable breeding population 

Maintaining a healthy ecosystem that naturally sustains itself with minimal human intervention that best matches the natural ecosystem of the island 

previous to human involvement  

Human management to prevent invasive species from upsetting the delicate ecosystem  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Human management should be intense until a naturally sustainable ecosystem is created and then minimal intervention should be used to maintain that.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Depends on the severity of problems that climate change poses to the flora and fauna of the island  

 

Topic Question 5:  
I believe that there are alternative ways to control these populations without killing animals unnecessarily.  

 

Comments: Please go for alternative to maintain both moose and wolf populations by: 

 

-wolves should be reintroduced and augmented more than once if necessary  

-moose populations are maintain by contraception or sterilization and not by lethal culls 

- the NPS must expedite this decision to be finalized by the end of 2016 
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Correspondence ID: 223     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:41:43 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative C - maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID:  224     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:42:08 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

You should adopt alternative C 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Moose populations can be managed via contraception or sterilization techniques and not by culls. The Wolves have to be protected at all cost due to them 

being on edge of extinction 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Wolves need to be reintroduced and augmented regularly, more than just once 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative C only 

 

Comments: Overall you need to ensure wolves are protected in all of Michigan and not just this island. Any poaching or hunting of wolves should be 

illegal and come under strict prosecution to any hunters breaking it. 

 
Correspondence ID: 225     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
adopt Alternative C 

 

Topic Question 2:  

reintroduce wolves to restore moose/wolves balance 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 226     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:42:49 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Reintroduce additional wolves. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The moose was there first 

He deserves latitude in the process. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

It does not make sense to kill the moose. 
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Relocate them to the main land if nothing else. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Let's be sensible when animals lives are being considered. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 227     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:43:20 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please maintain both moose and wolves at Isle Royale in Michigan, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 228     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Please adopt alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves with these conditions: 

-Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  

-Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

-The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  

 

 

Topic Question 5:  

The alternative to "cull" the moose by killing them is cruel, inhumane and unacceptable. This is a wilderness area and moose are part of it. Let them live 
their lives as they're meant to. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 229     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:47:40 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Allow natural management. Stop all hunting and trapping.  

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 230     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please always make your decisions humane ones! The NPS should adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 
Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 

 

Comments: The federal wildlife 'service' kills wild animals by the millions every year, whether their numbers justify this or not, and all at taxpayer 

expense. There are always more humane methods but they do not even attempt to act humanely toward animals and they certainly do not have the 

intelligence to recognize the balance of nature. Since when does man know better than Mother Nature? The current imbalance on Isle Royale between 

wolves and moose is no reason to go on a killing spree like the wildlife service does.  
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Correspondence ID: 231     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation :  

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:49:43 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Everyone is complaining about the wolf population in the UP of Mich...we have voted down hunting already. Why not try to move a few of those wolves to 

the island to re-populate? 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Introduce species (both plant and animals)that can re-establish the eco-system 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Maybe for two years, limit camping/hiking/hunting visitors to allow for the animals/plants to re-establish without human interference. 

 

Comments: I am a member of the Humane Society of the US and receive regular updates on issues regarding opinions/voting/law changes, etc. I will not 

need notices from any other organizations. 

 
I always wonder who thinks up stuff like hunting season on doves, wolves, etc. People with nothing else to do with their time?? It's ridiculous and will 

always be voted down by me. By the time you shoot a dove, what's left to eat? If farmers are bothered by wolves/coyotes/bobcats, etc., they should 

probably be allowed to shoot one to save their animals, just like they can with deer eating their crops; otherwise, there's no reason to hunt them.  

 
Correspondence ID: 232     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Sierra Club  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:50:17 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please reintroduce wolves on Isle Royale, repeatedly if necessary to maintain a healthy top predator population. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Maintaining a healthy balance between moose and wolf populations is paramount. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Intervention should be minimal, but both populations must be maintained. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Please favor contraception over cull hunts to control overpopulation. 

 

Comments: Isle Royale needs a light touch to preserve its mostly-pristine wilderness condition, but it needs adequate populations of both wolves and 

moose even if that requires human intervention. I strongly favor using birth control methods over cull hunts to reduce overpopulation, and I recommend re-
introduction of new wolves and/or moose to curb underpopulation and maintain optimal levels of both species. 

 
Correspondence ID: 233     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:50:27 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Contraception 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Population density; year-over-year growth; changes to natural deterrents and proponents to both populations 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Until the population issue is in check - 100% 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Again, regardless of climate change, NPS should continue to manage the issue until the wolf population is at a healthy enough level to sustain itself 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Killing of moose could throw off their natural heirarchy and structure of old vs. young, male vs. female.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 234     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliati on:  

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:51:14 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

If there not enough Moose skip a hunting season and leave the wolves alone as they kill a lot less then their human counterparts when hunting moose 

 

Topic Question 2:  

protection for all animals and vegetation  

 
Topic Question 3:  

hire people that care about something besides killing things 

 

Topic Question 5:  

As I don't know them I can't decide now as I am deaf and will have to find out in order to answer this 

 

Topic Question 6:  

All the animals have an equal right to live and people can get food without hunting these days and people always try t cheat the animals don't 
 

Comments: I am proud of Michigan making the wolves not to be hunted while this other stupid park that has less then 50 wolves insist on butchering the 

poor things. Wolves live in family groups like lions so its important not to disrupt them 

 
Correspondence ID: 235     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:55:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Introducing more wolves to the island, sterilization of the moose. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The health of the forest, the long-standing research value of the wolf/moose predator/prey dynamic, wildlife viewing for tourists, and the highly rare 

existence of a wolf population not at risk to hunting activities. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

It is for this reason I think reintroducing wolves is critical. After the initial human assistance required to relocate wolves to the island, the wildlife will take 

over management of the moose population. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

In terms of changing forest structure, there isn't much to be done. The range of species will change, and we'll see that in our shifting ecosystems. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I dislike the idea of human management of the moose population. This is a wilderness area, and ideally the human impact on it should be minimal. I would 

prefer a solution that allows the ecosystem to manage itself. Furthermore, human management of deer and moose is sloppy at best. Relying on hunts to cull 

the population hasn't done this state much good with deer. Predators are best. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 236     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:55:46 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

In most cases wildlife 'management' leads to more problems, just look at the Yellowstone quagmire. Predator prey relationships which lead to circle of life 

management should always be implemented first. Human intervention (management) always leads to imbalances and more problems. Wild life areas must 
be maintained, and allowed to be wild life!  

 

Topic Question 2:  

More human involvement = more problems. If wolf populations are allowed to stabilize, the moose population stabilizes by default. With less moose, 

vegetation has a chance to return to a natural state. By allowing the natural order to return, human involvement is minimized saving money. More 

involvement costs more, simply put 

 
Topic Question 3:  

It should be left wild and studied, not managed 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change is affecting the world, trying to manage it on a small island is foolish. Trying to reduce the detrimental impact of humans is way more 

realistic. Studying the affects of climate change on a wild life population would provide valuable information for the years to come 



Page 99 of 1117 
 

 

Topic Question 5:  

The possibility of a culling is both senseless & foolish, while forced sterilization are just as bad of an idea. The island needs more wolves, however that can 

be achieved is the quickest way back to balance. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

If we have learned anything it's that predator prey relationships benefit the entire ecosystem, until we look at it as a whole we are just causing more 

problems 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 237     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 6:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 238     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 09:57:29 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Stop killing wolves 

 
Correspondence ID: 239     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Mr.  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:00:58 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The wolves should be better managed on the island. As we are teh stewards of the environment and the ones moast at fault for dynamic change it's up to us 

to do a better job of mitigating the impact. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Wolf packs should be kept to a sustainable level, as well as teh moose level. By sterilizing both when and if needed the ecosystem can function the way is 

should. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Higer management visits should take place and additional electronic monitoring is possible, which will help keep the need for visits down. Work closely 

with volunteers (colleges, other groups) to help collectd data. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Based on the scientific facst a higher frequency of management should be anticipated in the near future. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I like conserving and managing both the wolf and moose populations at levels where they have been histrically which is high. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I feel it is our responsibility and duty to take care of our environment as well as all the creatures that one finds in it. We should be good stewards for our 

planet and future generations. 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 240     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:01:27 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Reintroduce an adequate number of adult wolves and permit them to cull the moose herds to help restore ecological balance. Instead of sterilization of 

moose, the young and very old moose would be the most likely prey for the wolves. Wolves would also help keep at bay rodents, rabbits, and other species 

that would destroy vegetation. I believe it is important to maintain natural, ecologically balanced habitats in Michigan, both for sound economic principles 



Page 100 of 1117 
 

and for our grandchildren . 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Addressed above 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Continued oversight, restoration and maintenance of natural and ecologically sound management principles, protection from Michigan State government 

who put personal economic gain above the welfare of the environment, continue categorization as a designated wilderness- -we have so few remaining. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Unable to answer  

 
Topic Question 5:  

Addressed above 

 

Comments: Please see above 

 
Correspondence ID: 241     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:02:23 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Bring in some new wolves to breed and prosper. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The moose, wolves and vegetation will take care of itself if there are enough wolves on the island. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Leave it alone for the most part. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Leave it alone for the most part. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Dislike killing of moose by hunters when wolves can take care of the overpopulation. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

There are not enough wolves to prevent inbreeding. Just bring in some new blood and let nature take its course. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 242     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:05:52 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Sterilization and NOT culling  

 
Topic Question 2:  

How humanely it's done without killing them  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Just leave the national park wildlife alone - let nature run its course.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

No management needed 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I DO NOT 'want to see any animals harmed or killed - it's another excuse for humans to want to control, dominate & kill other living creatures 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 243     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
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Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Endangered animals 

 

Topic Question 3:  

high intensity - decide by the end of 2016 

 
Topic Question 4:  

It is urgent and needs attention 

 

Topic Question 5:  

The only sensible alternative is alternative C 

 

Topic Question 6:  

adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 
 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 244     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:08:01 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

A....no Act, is the best option to protect the wilderness designation.CONTINUE TO KEEEP THE WILDERNESS DESIGNATION, which means we 

protect the wilderness. While wolves do have a place in the animal protection designation, they do not belong on the island.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

No wolves. They would impact the moose population. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

A...no action will continue to maintain the wilderness designation. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Unsure. Perhaps, continue as is unless extreme stress on one segment of the animal population is noted. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Keeping it primarily wilderness designation.  

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 245     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:08:12 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please look into adding wolves to the isle to balance out the Moose / wolf population. Thanks, Renita 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I don't think culling the moose will resolve the problem as there won't be a balance with all of the wildlife. when the preditor is eliminated, then an 

overpopulation of the other animals arise, which can cause disease to go wild with no check and balance in place. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 246     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:10:44 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

With wolf populations suffering in other areas of the country, introduce more wolves to improve genetics and maintain a healthy population on Isle Royale. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

As little as possible to maintain its "wild" side with exception to maintain a healthy wolf population. 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 247     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:10:45 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The moose will ultimately regulate their own growth based upon the availability of resources. Vegetation will ultimately grow back. Preserving vegetation 

is not tantamount to preserving animal life. In many places birth control is used to control wildlife populations for a faster fix. Nature will do precisely that 

with time. Do not cull the moose. They are so called over-populating precisely because the wolf population was sport hunted.  

The people have spoken many times regarding preserving the wolf and moose populations on Isle Royal and else where in Michigan.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Vegetation does not take precedence over animal life. The best course is to leave nature alone to manage itself. It is out of balance because of the 
interference of hunters. We need to reintroduce wolves now as soon as possible and for as many times as needed as the only sensible and natural course of 

action. Then we need to back off and allow nature to stabilize.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Get out of the way of nature. Leave it alone and it will recover. Restrict hunting and restrict visitors. There is a flaw in so called managing the woods 

thinking that if it is wilderness all is well. There seems to be zero compassion for the struggling animal populations that are preyed upon by hunters from as 

far away as Florida, etc. Inhumane treatment of these animal populations have come full circle.  

 
Topic Question 4:  

Again, if we manage wildlife it cannot adjust naturally to changes. Back off. Quit stressing animal populations...let them adjust. Stop the hunts!!  

 

Topic Question 5:  

If the primary alternative is to hunt the moose...then all you are doing is raising a crop for hunters. Moose that are culled will continue to over-populate. 

Moose that allowed to sense limitations of resources, food will naturally limit population.  

This is precisely the same equation that occurred in the Great Swamp of New Jersey...hunting the deer simply insured that the deer would continue to over-
populate. So in fact insuring a yearly hunt. Barbaric. No one is fooled by this culling tactic. It is inhumane and based on false logic.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Let the wolf and moose populations regulate as nature intended. Get the hunters out of the equation. Culling will only insure that the so called problem will 

stay the same. Bring wolves in as many times as needed. Stop the hunts. These are fragile populations that need our protection.  

 

Comments: Back off the wildlife and let it regulate itself. If moose populations experience dwindling resources they will populate less. Wolves need to be 

reintroduced and NOT HUNTED!  
The public has spoken many times on these issues and been ignored and side-stepped.  

 

This issue needs to be settled asap, now.  

 

Stop the wolf and moose hunts. Let the wildlife recover. The vegetation, trees, woods do not matter...they will recover.  

 
Correspondence ID: 248     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 6:  

Please adopt alternative C, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 249     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:12:28 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 4:  

 

Please implement ALTERNATIVE C to protect our state's dwindling wolf and moose population on Isle Royale. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

 
They are not protective enough. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 250     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: WWF, the Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:16:46 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Before simply making a decision to kill the wolves, what other kinds of plans have you made re. these animals? You need to show exactly how the 

moose & wolves are harming the island. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Why do you feel that it is necessary to implement a plan for killing wolves & moose on Isle Royale? 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Since Isle Royale is indeed a park designated as wilderness, what is your rationale for your decisions for management as those seem highly unsuitable for 

this lovely wildlife area! 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Please show how the killing of wildlife on Isle Royale would in any way improve what is said to be "climate change." 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I need to study them in depth & would appreciate reading more detailed information. 

 

Comments: Any plans to regulate wildlife on Isle Royale need to be published in local, statewide newspapers as well as on-line for ALL to see. The hunters 

are out for their own "pleasure" (hardly that for most people!), have "deep pockets" 

and loud mouths to try to influence the NPS. This is NOT acceptable to those of us who enjoy hiking/camping among wildlife roaming free! 

 
Correspondence ID: 251     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:18:55 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Taging 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Proper vegetation, and management. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Improvement 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Not sure 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Not happy 

 

Topic Question 6:  

N/A 

 
Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 252     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Mid-Michigan Stewardship  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:22:07 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves should be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations should primarily be managed by contraception and/or sterilization rather than by lethal culls. 

 
 

Topic Question 2:  

 

Without a wolf population to keep the moose population in balance on Isle Royale, the unique flora of the island will be decimated by over browsing. The 

plant communities on the island are relatively intact and a repository for southern boreal forest and bedrock communities which exist in few other highly 

localized areas in the U.S.. This and the number of threatened or endangered species on the island making them a national treasure. Furthermore, the 

coexistent of predators at the top of the food chain, such as grey wolves, is necessary for ecosystem balance, and Isle Royale is one of the perfect sites for 
grey wolf habitat, both because of the low potential for wolf conflicts with species artificially maintained by man (e.g., livestock, dogs) and because the 

wolf population is one of the primary reasons people visit Isle Royale. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Moderate reintroduction of wolves with enhancing the genetic diversity of the wolf population on the island. 

 

Removing or blocking off human-introduced hazards to wolves, such as the mine on Isle Royale into which 3 prime wolves fell and died several winters 

ago. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Following the lead of The Nature Conservancy and other science-based organizations on maintaining populations that are likely to self-sustain on the island 

and minimizing the encroachment of non-native invasive plant and other species by actively removing them. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 253     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:22:08 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Sorry for the moose, but it sounds like we need to decrease their numbers, and intervene to increase the wolf population. Hopefully the last three wolves 

aren't related and can be bred. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Vegetation is vital. Wolves help it. Moose are incredible animals, but they need to have their numbers kept in check. Not by hunters, though, and not by 

automatic machine guns. Rather by skilled marksmen who will seek out the young and old.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Only enough management to keep the ecosystem there stable and healthy. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

This question breaks my heart. I guess you should predict what will happen, and deal with the inevitable changes with the least amount of pain to the 

animals. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 254     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

A proactive approach. Lets start thinking about the next 100 years now. 
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Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 255     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Mrs.  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Only 3 wolves are left; introduce other wolves 

 

Topic Question 2:  
moose have to be controlled, by the use of contraceptives, no culling 

 

Topic Question 3:  

let nature do it's work 

 

Topic Question 4:  

none yet 
 

Comments: Adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and NOT by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 
Correspondence ID: 256     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Adopt Alternative C, maintaining both moose and wolves, with the following conditions: 

 

1-Wolves are reintroduced/augmented as many times are necessary. 
2-Moose population is managed by contraceptive and/or sterilization and not by culls. 

3-The National Park Service must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Corrections/Adjustments should be made in a timely manner to avoid the imbalance that now exists on the island 

 

Topic Question 3:  
The NPS should step back and let nature take its course. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

It's nice to know that the NPA recognizes that the climate is changing. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Culling the moose should be a last resort. They are trapped on the island and depend on the National Park Service to manage them. It seems that this 

current situation should not have happened if said management was more effective. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 257     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:26:39 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I feel the wolves could have another re-introduction to Isle Royale, to help with the uprise in moose population. To see the population of wolves end, and 

then to see the unnecessary slaughter of moose on the island, would ruin the beauty of this one of a kind place! Please adopt alternative C! 

 

Topic Question 2:  

' 

 
Comments: Please adopt alternative C. Do not let the ongoing decline of the wolf population occur. Please protect our wolves AND our moose! 
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Correspondence ID: 258     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:27:05 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

If necessary, use passive methods to control moose population. Contraceptives and transportation come to mind. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

For about 65 years, Isle Royale National Park has been a natural experiment monitoring especially the wolf and moose populations. I'm unaware of any 

necessary modifications to the habitat except for something to mitigate the impact of tourism. Maybe. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

When I was there several years ago, it looked like the Park Service was managing the Park quite well. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

It's an experiment. Changing climate is part of it. Don't turn it into any kind of zoo. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

Instead of killing or removing moose, introduce more wolves. That's not ideal, but it would preserve the nature of this jewel in the Park System. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

The point of the Park system is to preserve natural environments so that people can enjoy and learn from them. Isle Royale is very special and perhaps 

unique because its location in the middle of Lake Superior makes intrusive development impossible. No one is going to try to build condominiums or 

hotels just outside the Park.  

 
Comments: Don't mess with Isle Royale. I want it for my grandchildren ... and everyone else's. 

 
Correspondence ID: 259     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Ms.  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:27:17 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Please reintroduce more wolves to isle royle. My family camps there and my son attends mich tech 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 260     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

 
thank you for your consideration 

 
Correspondence ID: 261     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:29:13 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

The interests of hunters and those unreasonably afraid of wolves based upon childhood tales of danger should not override the interests of the majority in 

preservation of species and the food chain. How can it be that taxpayers spend tens of millions to preserve these animals only to watch them being killed 

for the "fun" of the privileged few?  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 262     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:33:33 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Reintroduction of wolves from the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and from other Great Lakes States to Isle Royale, and this should be repeated as needed to 

keep the wolf population genetically diverse enough to survive. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Do not kill moose, reestablish wolves on the island. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Let nature balance with more wolves 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Very much dislike man's interference with wilderness. Leave it alone. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 263     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:33:38 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Rather then a cull could it be possible to relocate wolves that are problematic in farming or urban communities to Isle Royale? Thus balancing out the 

predator prey and solving nuisance complaints about wolves near humans? 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The top priority should be to keep the island as untouched as ever. With occasional help from the state to maintain the dynamic. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

NPS should be in an observation role only on this island. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

The present situation doesn't appear to be climate based.There is little in my opinion, that NPS can do in regards to climate change. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

A cull of moose will not restore the wolf population.A cull would only satisfy a few without solving any problems. 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 264     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 10:37:42 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
There is really no unspoiled wilderness left since every area is touched by man made pollutants, effects of hunting to reduce predator populations, global 

warming, etc. So, we should, I think, treat the wild-est areas left with the least human touches as possible.  

 

I realize that there are arguments both ways for introducing more wolves or culling moose..but both fly in the face of 'wilderness' issues. I believe that the 

ebb and flow of prey and predator has played out many times on the island where different animals have come and gone over many years. It is our scope of 

view that is flawed. We look at things over a hundred years or so but these ups and downs have gone on for much more time than that and reach a 'balance' 

though, even that, shifts with time. 

 
So, I don't think anything should be done. Leave the wild...wild 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Nothing...is exposes a hard and bad precedent for how 'wilderness' should / will be treated in other places where the outside influences are not as cleanly 

seen. For example: how can sheep or cattle be grazed in 'wilderness' ? The slippery slope of human-induced changes in predator status starts to come into 

focus since the non-native grazers can be preyed upon. Very tricky. Personally, I believe that animals should not be grazed in wilderness but if the 

consensus is that it is ok...I believe that the owners of the animals bear the risk..not the public and certainly not the have animals that are native but 
inconvenient be killed. That is why I think we should do nothing since it adds to the slippery-ness of the slope and facts can be used to demonstrate that 

interventions have taken place. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

no management. If it is wilderness - leave it alone. We don't have to hunt, graze, timber, mine and trap over every square mile of the world. For goodness 

sake, the environment is under such tremendous stress already...can't we just leave some alone ? 
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Topic Question 4:  

EDUCATION about the effects. big picture. The scope of the change is outside of the ability to influence it by NPS but letting people know that the 

changes ARE happening and the current and potential consequences are real and meaningful. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Humans can't seem not to tinker. I dislike any tinkering with the wild systems. We are playing GOD and we do a terrible job of it. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Less is More. Enough said. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Please use ecologically sound and humane measures to re-balance the wolf/moose population of Isle Royale National Park, Michigan. After this week's sad 

news of a thoughtless, selfish trophy hunter in Zimbabwe, I hope we can care for these noble beasts with interventions only to re-balance their numbers, 

eg., introduce new wolves as natural predators, use birth control for moose until numbers are stabilized for both species. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Except for invasive species removal, allow natural balance. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
First of all DO NO HARM. Then protect the Island from invasive species including humans who behave badly in nature. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Educate people about climate change and how to decrease its effects as soon as possible.  

Urge them to vote accordingly for leaders and reforms to help re-balance us with nature. 

I think it is so huge that we will have to allow nature's climate rebalance 

 

Topic Question 5:  
I don't like the idea of culling the herd. There's way too many humans on earth: would you cull us? Wolves are better at killing the weaker, older moose to 

produce a healthier herd. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 
Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

As the voters voiced, no more proposed wolf hunts. 

Larger wolf population will keep the moose population under control naturally. 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Isle Royal is a National Park....why is the DNR involved in this issue? 
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Topic Question 2:  

The "natural" balance may need some help and I have been able to visit the wonderful place and it needs to be protected for others to enjoy. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
What ever is necessary to help "Mother Nature" maintain this very delicate balance. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Limit the amount of people and the usage of the park. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I am not aware of the alternatives being considered. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Please do not add further commercial development. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves should be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. While Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and 

not by lethal culls. 

 

 
Topic Question 2:  

The moose population has been increasing at a rate of 22 percent per year for the past four years. That could cause significant ecological damage to the 

national park. And it's certainly due to the absence of wolves. 

 

Regardless of whether or not the current population of wolves is saved, wolves are critical for managing the moose population. Without wolves, the moose 

population could reach levels that are not good for the island's ecosystem. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Wolves should be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. While Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and 

not by lethal culls. 

 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Again, as necessary reintroduce wolves onto the island while managing Moose populations.  

 
Topic Question 5:  

I'm afraid if option 1 or A is selected (1)do nothing, even if wolves go extinct; that the moose population will quickly grow out of control and devastate the 

island's ecosystem. Knowing the current condition of wolves on the island currently it's almost certain their fate has been sealed, and they will all 

eventually die off. By introducing more wolves to the population you're giving the wolves currently habituating on the island a chance for survival.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

I would agree with the sentiment that the presence of wolves provides enormous ecological and economic benefits, and these beautiful animals are a lure 

for tourists such as myself. I would love to the chance to see a wolf in it's natural environment.  
 

Comments: There has never been a recorded wolf attack on a human in Michigan. Wolves are afraid of people and do all they can to avoid them. We 

should not let irrational fear of wolves drive the trophy hunting and trapping of these majestic creatures.  

 

The Upper Peninsula is a special place-nature at its best, which is why it's one of my favorite places to visit. Natural predators like wolves play a significant 

role in the Upper Peninsula ecosystem by reducing densities of deer, beavers, and other species. Their presence can bring benefits to agriculture, public 

safety, water quality, and ecosystem health. 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration. Please act soon! 
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I think that given the wolf population is almost extinct we should introduce more wolves or another predator ( maybe cougars) immediately, then monitor 

and see if a cull is necessary 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The main issues to consider are the effects man has on the environment and any problems associated with animals coexisting with man 
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Topic Question 3:  

I think the nps should have minimal management on the island, however they should have people surveying the island wildlife and foliage 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Need to determine the effects of global warming on the islands inhabitants  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like that it should take so long to make any decisions 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal 
culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Wolves should be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. Moose populations should be managed by contraception and/or sterilization and 

not by lethal culls. 
 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Very careful and life cherishing management. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Very careful and life cherishing management. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I don't like the idea that a moose cull is being considered. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

The NPS should make its final decision by the end of 2016.  

 

 
Comments:  
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Please maintain both the wolf and moose population on Isle Royale. Wolves should be reintroduced and/or augmented more than once, if necessary. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Moose populations could managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Only what is necessary to maintain the balance that has existed on Isle Royale between the wolves and the moose for centuries. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

If the moose food sources become threatened, it may be necessary to take additional measures. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
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I like the idea of reintroducing wolves to Isle Royale. They belong there.  

I don't like the idea of a moose cull, unless there is no other alternative. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Introduce wolves from multiple gene pools. I prefer letting wolves keep moose population in check rather than hunting. If hunting is allowed, can meat be 
donated to homeless shelters? 

 

Topic Question 2:  

When it becomes clear that wolf population is decreasing precipiously, bring in additional wolves before situation gets far out of balance. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Continue MTU's wolf/moose study. Use results to decide when wolves need to be introduced. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Is global climate warming affecting Isle Royale in ways other than fewer ice bridges to mainland? 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I did not get to see overall listing. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
I have backpacked/canoed at Isle Royale a few times. I hope NPS is able to keep wolves & moose present in significant nunbers. Do household dogs play 

any role in wolf mortality? If so, I would certainly support elimination of dogs (as is being done in some other wilderness areas). 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves should be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  

Moose populations could be managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

 

Topic Question 2:  
Keep a balance between the moose and wolves' population to preserve vegetation at Isle Royale. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Less intensive management is desirable, given that the park is designated as wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

See question # 3. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

Do not like the idea of culling the moose. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Isle Royale is a beautiful natural area and should not be manipulated by the NPS, but preserved for posterity. 

 

Comments:  
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Extermination is never an alternative. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Provide a non-human habitat for these magnificent flora and fauna. 
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Topic Question 3:  

Animals in their ecosystem are not the problem, it is human interference that disrupts the web of life. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Allow the wilderness to be wild. It is mankind that needs to be managed and learn to co-exist with all things in Nature. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

A wilderness manages itself without humans. The chain of life will balance itself if a link is not broken. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Reintroduce wolves to the island. The study of reintroduction of Yellowstone tells how important these predators are to an ecosystem. 

Control moose with contraceptives, and other procedures, perhaps relocating. Culling should be a last resort.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

The original wolf pack on Isle Royale were Eastern Timberwolves, not the Great Lakes Grey Wolf we find in the U.P. As far as I know this was the only 

pack of Timberwolves in Michigan and I think is important to preserve. There may be a need to introduce Timberwolves over a time until the population 

becomes established. This would also insure a healthy genetic pool. 

The moose population will need to be monitored to prevent overgrazing. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Management should be intense until populations of wolf and moose stabilize. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

The NPS probably can have little control of enviromental polices but the wilderness parks are a great source for research and statistics of the effects of 

climate change. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

They at least show there is an awareness and interest in taking action.  
 

Comments: I would like to see the Lynx reintroduced to the national forest in Michigan, perhaps Apostle Islands. The rise in coyote populations as well as 

an abundancy of smaller prey shows conditions are good for a medium sized predator.  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Relocation of the Moose population that would be needed to keep the wolf population from going into extinction. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Removing the Moose will have other effects of the environment at Isle Royale that won't just effect the Wolves. It would be a domino effect. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Bordering off certain areas for moose and wolves to be separate. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

N/A 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like that the wolf population is being shown that it's known about the close extinction, but killing Moses will only make matters worse in the long run. 
 

Comments:  
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I firmly believe that we need to introduce more wolves to the Island, and soon. The balance between them and the moose is very important. 
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Topic Question 3:  

Leave as much as possible, everything alone. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Time will tell if the flora on the island is changing too quickly to support moose, and then something will have to be done. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

How to protect the island vegetation without having to kill any of the moose. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

1. The moose came there on their own and stayed. 

2. The wolves cr own, some have left, some stayed, some died and there have been a multitude of genetic Issues with those remaining. 
3. Maybe wolves shouldn't be there? 

4. What would become of the island if we didn't intervene?  

5. How would this situation pan out if it wasn't a monitored national park? Nature can balance itself. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The least amount of human interference is best. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
It changes everything. Now wolves may not be able to go to the island by their own will.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

Killing moose 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The population of wolves has fallen so low that they are unable to manage the moose numbers. Wolves need to be reintroduced/augmented more than once, 

if necessary,on Isle Royale to achieve the correct ratio of wolves to moose. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

No culling of moose would be necessary if this population is managed by contraception and/or sterilization. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Observation would be necessary to determine if a correct balance of wolf numbers to the moose population has been reached. Previously, the wolves were 

able to keep 

moose to an appropriate number. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Contraception/sterilization of moose could still be utilized unless warming climate 

forces moose to move further north for their own well being. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I intensely dislike the use of killing to control the moose population on Isle Royale. Wolves in sufficient numbers should be able to accomplish this with 

the assistance of contraceptives. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 281     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 11:13:49 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
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No hunting period 
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Topic Question 2:  

Reintroducing wolves from canada the UP and NW lower MI into population  

 

Topic Question 3:  
High level equivalent to other large national parks out west  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Highest level - money should be closer to DoD expenditures  

 

Topic Question 6:  

I'd like to see the CCR to be reconstituted by Federal government esp if DoLabor was involved. I think push has to come from Midwestern states as the 

coastal states continual are having to deal with natural disasters  
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Well, that depends on the species. For moose, you could have a hunt, although I personally would prefer reintroduction of wolves. This area has given us a 

wealth on information on the wolf-moose dynamic dating back to the work of David Mech. Given the reaction to wolf introductions elsewhere in the state, 

this information, and continuing these studies, is invaluable. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Creating a natural, sustainable interaction. Management, by its nature, attempts to impose an artificial "quota" on populations. Sustainability allows 
changes in population sizes. I thing close observation with occasional interventions (such as introducing moose or wolves to mimic natural immigration 

patterns) would be best.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Restore the wolf population and continue to monitor and observe changes in the ecology. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change may dictate some need to introduce animals to re-populate as winter ice impedes the of wildlife to immigrate and emigrate from the island. 
If warming eliminates the boreal forest, then it may not be possible to have moose. Local whitetail deer might substitute but I do not know how well, given 

the forested nature of the island. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I think that you need to check the data to see how often wolves and moose immigrated to the island. I assume that this would have been a reasonably 

frequent event, historically. Based on that assumption, I do not find concepts A and B tenable. Concepts E and F treat the island just like mainland 

populations and destroy any uniqueness or research opportunities the island represents. Og the remaining concepts (C and D) I favor C as being the most in 
keeping with the wilderness designation of the island. Concept D would prove disruptive to both populations. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Several of these concepts rely on "managing" the moose population. If "management" is by hunting, then unless random culls are instituted, this will serve 

to remove the healthiest and best looking (for trophy purposes) moose. This is in direct contrast to predation by wolves which follows a "donor control" 

model where the weak, young or sick animals are targeted. The selection effects of a hunting model shift the population toward smaller, less trophy-sized 

animals whereas the selection effects of wolf predation are directly opposite. Healthy populations need predators. Please continue the Isle Royal 

experiment choosing concept C. 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I highly encourage the reintroduction of wolves into Isle Royale to maintain the population's genetic diversity and viability. In this modern, technological 

world, there are few places where wilderness can exist, and Isle Royale is one of them. It is our responsibility to protect and support the biodiversity of 

such places so that they remain not only wild but also biologically rich and ecologically viable. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Ecology. Moose and wolves have an ecological relationship that is stable over the long term with little or no need for human intervention. Unfortunately, 
the small size of Isle Royale limits the number of large predators, thus putting them at risk of local extinction due to chance events (such as climatic 

fluctuations or disease). Supporting the natural ecological balance of predators and prey by maintaining the viability of predator populations is an 

extremely low-impact and very effective way to maintain the ecological viability of the island itself. 

 

Furthermore, there are few places left in North America where wolves can even exist, much less be safe from human aggression. Isle Royale is one such 

place. Based on my reading of the 1916 Organic Act, which states that the NPS is mandated "to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects 
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and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment 

of future generations", I would argue that maintaining wolves on Isle Royale is well within the bounds of this mandate, as this would not only protect the 

wild life, but also provide for much enjoyment by visitors to the park who wish for the wolves to be present, and by maintaining the natural ecological 

balance, will indeed maintain the park's scenery and nature unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

It is well within the guidelines of the Wilderness Act to reintroduce wolves to the park. Indeed, wilderness is the natural domain of large predators like 

wolves and one of the primary reasons that people seek wild places is to convene with such denizens of the natural world that have been extirpated from 

human-occupied zones. I do not recommend any other courses of action outside of the park's current operation procedures. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change is likely to cause increased instability and a higher frequency of extreme weather events, which is likely to damage natural populations 
through both natural selection and chance die offs. On a small island such as Isle Royale, supporting the genetic viability of these populations through 

extreme events will be critical to maintaining the long term viability and biological diversity of the entire ecosystem. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like alternatives that maintain biological diversity with little direct human intervention on the resident animals themselves. Isle Royale's ecosystems are 

fully capable of maintaining their balance. Wolves have few other places in the world where their presence is more welcome than Isle Royale. 

Reintroduction of wolves (more than once, if necessary), is likely enough to keep the moose population in check, and promotes the wilderness ethic by 

preserving the natural balance. Thus, I favor option C. 
 

The options that do not include wolf reintroduction seem biased and unreasonable. There are semantic arguments about the interpretation of the word 

"natural" that people have used to discourage acts such as the reintroduction of wolves, but I think these are poorly conceived. The natural world itself is 

unpredictable and has no interest in promoting the mandates of the NPS. Wolves have a significant positive impact on the island and support the mission of 

the NPS, and should be maintained. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

no cull .reintroduce more wolves, theres only 3 
 

 

Topic Question 2:  

saving tne environment and animals 

 

Topic Question 3:  

i agree wholeeheartedly with keep mi wolves protected 
 

Topic Question 4:  

the proposals by Keep Mi Wolves Protected 

 

Topic Question 5:  

no killing moose 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Listen to wildlife experts not poloticians! 

 

Comments: Isle Royale is a gem. Please let it remain so with proper management and not greed or cruelty.KEEP MI WOLVWS PROTECTED 
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Please maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions:  

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  
 

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

See above. 
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Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves have a long history on the island and do moose. Both provide an interesting natural process for the island. Having both wolves and moose also 

attracts tourists and naturalists to the islands. There are very few such places where the natural balance of wildlife and vegetation can be controlled 

naturally. Culling moose is a horrible intervention when a natural solution occurs. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

A natural checks and balance system of reintroduction of wolves will be the best alternative. There is substantial evidence that the introduction of wolves to 

Yellowstone National Park have created a marvelous balance that has enhanced the entire ecosystem of the park. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The current approach of "summer" visits by humans is working well, I think. Having just visited the park July 25-August 1, 2015, I am so thrilled to have a 

place that is remote and as pristine as the park still remains. The education of park users is important to help prevent the spread of invasive species that 
would harm the park's ecosystem. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Again, education and awareness. The more that everyone can be informed of the changes occurring, the more we can all make adjustments to protect this 

fragile resource. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I do no support the culling of moose nor simply letting the wolves die out. 
I do support introduction of new wolves to promote a strong genetic strain that will naturally control the moose population. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

This park is unique and it is a blessed part of Michigan. We need to continue to seek ways to keep it the jewel that it is. Thank you for this opportunity. 

 

Comments:  
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Maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 
Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

A percentage of moose are relocated to the mainland. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Moose and wolf populations should be carefully monitored so we don't find ourselves in this situation in the future. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Wolf and moose need to be monitored carefully. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

I don't believe our climate is changing. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

We should not selectively kill moose. 

 
Comments:  
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There should be a balance between the wolf population and moose. When it is not balanced there is more harm than good done to the environment. Please 

introduce more wolves on this island instead of decreasing their population and this will keep the moose in check. 
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Topic Question 3:  

Please add more wolves to contain the moose population. So many wolves are under attack in other states and decreasing their population is NOT the 

answer. It only creates more problems to the environment. There should be intense management of the wolf population to help it thrive and return the land 

back to it's natural state where there are enough moose and wolves. I think the public should be consulted as far as future plans for any culling. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

There should be intense management to monitor the effects of climate change as this will affect all aspects of wildlife and plant life on the island. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I do not like the idea of a moose cull. I like the idea of introducing more wolves to the island so long as there is harmony with the existing wolves on the 

island. Maybe possibly try to introduce another type of animal that would be a good balance with the wolves and moose but only if it does not disrupt the 

balance and create new problems. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Other states have adopted disastrous wolf culling plans that are only in the interests of farmers and ranchers. As the wolf population is dwindling, other 

problems will begin to develop as there is not a proper balance. Please keep wolves in mind and do your best to increase their population before it is too 

late and more animals will be needlessly killed without the proper balance of mother nature. 

 

Comments:  
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Introduce more wolves and utilize moose birth control methods until the wolves have established a significant population to control the Moose herd. These 
measure have the least amount of human intervention with the moose. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Research as shown (Yellowstone and other areas) that a balance of grazing animals with natural perpetrators keeps the natural environment not only the 

environment, land, tree, rivers,etc. the healthiest but also keeps the herds the healthiest too. It has taken million of years for Nature to work out the correct 

management tools, humans can not do better.  

 

Topic Question 3:  
Isle Royal is not that big of an area so the solution mentioned above should not be difficult to implement. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Lack of ice on the lake to allow wolves to cross is a problem so may need to reintroduce wolves from time to time to encourage genetic variety. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Culling moose is not a good idea. See what happened in Africa when experts thought culling elephants was a good idea 40 -50 yrs ago. Now there is more 
drought. Moose provide a service to keep nature in balance, culling them and not allowing the wolves pack to increase will surely cause more problems in 

the near and far future. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Humans should not try to control nature because we can do not understand how everything big and small interact. We should try to support nature's way 

with a little of effort as possible to not produce big impacts. 

 

Comments:  
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A careful introduction of just a few wolves should be looked at as an alternative to culling. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

The possibility of natural balancing. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Hands-off would be the ideal. The Park Service doesn't have a very good track record as far as I'm concerned. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Hands-off!  

 

Topic Question 5:  

Culling, read "killing" seems to be the first alternative proposed. 
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Topic Question 6:  

Beginning to think that the human race is seriously flawed, culling or killing seems to be the most submitted solution. 

 

Comments: Everytime the Park Service, or any other government service gets involved; the animals, the people, and the environment suffer! 
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I respectfully request that you follow Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, as the best course for the future of that remarkable wilderness.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

see general comment below. As this is an island, natural resource management cannot be identical to continental sites. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

see general comment below as to the applicability of the Wilderness Act. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Climate change is happening, the NPS should be a leader in education in helping the public to understand the new variability of climate in natural areas. As 

for man-made NPS sites, obviously your mission for preservation takes priority. As Isle Royale is a natural - and a wilderness - site, your role is to observe 

and educate. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

See general comment below as to the Wilderness Act 

 
Topic Question 6:  

see general comment below 

 

Comments: Having worked for the NPS for a number of seasons I am concerned with the politicization of NPS policies and actions. And I am motivated by 

the NPS mission to preserve "unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the National Park System for the enjoyment, education, and 

inspiration of this and future generations." 

In the case of the wolves and moose on Isle Royale, I have to agree with President Theodore Roosevelt who famously said about the Grand Canyon, 

"Leave it as it is. You cannot improve on it. The ages have been at work on it, and man can only mar it." 
Furthermore, Isle Royale is a designated Wilderness; and that has legal implications, i.e. we are required by law to allow nature to run its course. We know 

that the wolves and moose were all relatively new residents on the island and it appears that the local ecology of the island cannot sustain these large 

animals. There is, indeed, an entire subset of study on the ecology of islands and how organisms change over time as evolution has its way. 

Therefore, we must ecologically as well as legally allow the wolves and moose to disappear. We should not attempt to re-introduce them: an action that 

clearly disobeys the Wilderness Act. 

Therefore, I respectfully request that you follow Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, as the best course for the future of that remarkable 

wilderness.  
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I believe we should try reintroducing wolves one time (since farmers in the UP are complaining about too many wolves) which would eliminate wolf 
hunting. Monitor wolf, moose, vegetation populations afterward.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

If there are still too many moose in 2-3 years, consider introducing more wolves one more time. After that, if still too many moose, move or cull the moose. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

I prefer to keep the wilderness area at 99% ad not try to alter the vegetation. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

I am unsure. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I think we must do all we can to try to keep wolves on Isle Royale. Since this problem is man-made (climate change), man must intervene to correct the 

situation. 

 
Comments: Thank you for the update. Isle Royale was my first backpacking trip in September of 2001. While hiking we saw two moose (male & female, 

together) and we saw one wolfprint on the trail and heard wolves howling at McCargoe Cove, while camping. We have also heard wolves howling while 

camping in the back country in Yellowstone. There is nothing like it...please save the wolves. 
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Trapping an entire pack or two in Michigan's UP and releasing them on opposite ends of Isle Royale. The ecosystem can support them for decades to come, 

and we wouldn't be "tampering" with the wilderness any more than we do just by sharing the planet with the animals.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Please consider a non-lethal population control program for moose, such as chemical sterilization. IRNP is an excellent location for such research.  
 

Topic Question 3:  

Just keep it as unobtrusive as possible. Researchers going about their work certainly aren't going to be a concern. But maintain the wilderness appeal of 

IRNP for sure.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

I think it's reasonable to allow for a bit more human intervention since human activity is what's causing many issues in the first place. For example, it's just 

a lot less likely that wolves will find their way to IRNP on their own now, so it's reasonable to transplant them.  
 

Topic Question 5:  

I think we can move rapidly on adding wolves. I would prefer that moose not be removed lethally.  

 

Comments:  
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Reintroduction of wolves 

 

Topic Question 2:  
pack density and alternate breeding opportunities for wolves. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

wilderness only intervention to prevent genetic pooling of wolves. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

migration of mainland wolves if possible or if necessary capturing and reintroduction of genetically different wolf populations 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Not sure, need to read more about it. Right now it doesn't seem like the best alternative. Culling is not a good way to control populations. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

It's starting to appear that the powers that are in charge really don't want to use wolves to manage populations of other animals. If Isle Royale is truly a 

wilderness area wolves should be both reintroduced and allowed to multiply with minimal human interaction except when necessary to prevent hereditary 

problems by genetic pooling. 
I certainly hope DNR and other powers allow wildlife biologists with no political affiliation to allow wolves to succeed without input from wolves haters. 

 

Comments:  
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I would like you to use my tax dollars to live trap wolf packs intact and reintroduce them to Isle Royale.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The goal should be to maintain predator/prey balance. That's what visitors want to experience.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Let it remain wilderness. I fell in love with the uniqueness of the island when I visited. There are few wild places left in the world. Please protect this oasis! 

 

Topic Question 4:  

I am not scientifically qualified to answer.  
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Topic Question 5:  

I believe wolves would help return a balance. Moose should not be shot here. 

 

Comments:  
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Hiked and camped Isle Royal in the 50s and 60s and rarely saw wolves, but we knew they were there by their singing. How long have the wolves and 
moose coexisted 

on the island? Centuries? Millenia? I strongly urge that fresh healthy specimens be reintroduced and monitored until the "old" coexistence is achieved. 

The salvation of that relationship by human intervention would be something to brag about to our grandchildren. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

See below 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Knowing the government and paucity of funding, I'd say minimum of management beyond the most effective methods of assessing changes in forestation, 

moose  

pop and wolf pop on an annual basis. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Hey, you have the experts at your disposal. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I have been following the tragic abuse of the grey wolf in several States for some years and supporting Defenders of WIldlife, Sierra Club, and NRDC for 

some years to keep over-sexed hunters from eradicating them. I much admire the wolf and strongly support restoring their populations. 

 

Comments:  
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Reintroduce the wolves to Isle Royal. Birth control for the Moose 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Sickness and starvation in the moose population 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Transplant the wolf population from areas the DNR claim are overpopulated therefore they allow hunting of the wolves. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Drought has become a problem in certain areas of Michigan. Therefore causing vegetation shortage and starvation. Introducing more wolves on Isle Royal 

could aleviate that problem 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I like the introduction of more wolves and possibly birth control but I am leary of that because they may steralize too many wolves causing a shortage 

 

Comments:  
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DO NOT KILL ~ REMOVE A FEW OF THE MOOSE TO UPPER MICHIGAN WITH A ABSOLUTE BAN ON HUNTING THEM. AROUND 

CRYSTAL FALLS, MI WOULD BE NICE. REPOPULATE WOLVES USING ENTIRE FAMILIES FROM MN & MI. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

UNLESS THERE'S A FIRE OR DISEASE, KEEP MANKIND OUT OF THE PICTURE UNLESS SOMETHING LIKE THIS HAPPENS AGAIN. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE, LET NATURE TAKE ITS NATURAL COURSE OF EVENTS. 
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Topic Question 4:  

TELL CONGRESS TO GET OFF THEIR ASSES AND ENACT "EXTREMELY" STRONG POLLUTION CONTROLS ON OIL, GAS, COAL & 

AUTOMOTIVE COMPANIES IMMEDIATELY.  
 

Topic Question 5:  

WHAT??? WHAT PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES ~ CULLING?  

 

Topic Question 6:  

POORLY WORDED QUESTIONS WITHOUT A STATEMENT ABOUT WHAT YOU'RE REFERRING TO. I'M GUESSING AT WHAT YOU'RE 

REFERRING TO. WHAT THE [expletive] IS 'ALTERNATIVE C?' LIST THE OTHER ALTERNATIVES A THRU F (had to look them up). 

 
Comments: EXPEDITING BY THE END OF 2016 IS NOT EXPEDITING. END OF 2015 IS EXPEDITING. START REPOPULATING WOLVES 

NOW. 
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Wolves definitely should be reintroduced to Isle Royale. 

Moose populations could EASILY be a pilot project on the island for sterilization and/or contraception. Lethal culling should not be allowed on Isle 

Royale. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The wolf population should have been addressed with introducing new wolves much sooner than now. The dwindling numbers were very obvious for 
years. The increase in moose numbers was inevitable AND the vegetation obviously has been affected. Isle Royale is too special to have let this happen. 

Special management is necessary now. Introduce new wolves to the island, use sterilization and/or contraception for the moose and establish new 

vegetation if necessary before it will be too late. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale National Park should be cared for as a special location in the National Park system. Attention to the wolf/moose/vegetation issue should be a 

priority. Save this jewel of a National Park before it is too late. Wilderness in this location is cherished by many tourists/visitors...let that continue, but 

intervene using the special methods; reintroduction/relocation of wolves, sterilization/contraception on moose and finally if necessary reintroduction of 
native vegetation to re-establish the island. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Since the ice bridge does not happen every year with climate issues, it is all the more apparent that wolf introduction/relocation needs to be a solution. 

Wolves will not be crossing the ice bridge as they did in the past due to climate issues hindering the ice bridge from developing. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Personally I feel the introduction of new wolves is long overdue. 

Not sure WHY the NPS has not acted before now. 

 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Will repeat that Isle Royale is a special National Park. It needs to be maintained in a manner where the wolf/moose/vegetation balance exists once again. 

Left as is, we all realize the moose will completely destroy the vegetation and the moose will starve to death. I have always been an advocate of introducing 

NEW wolf families, would have no problem using sterilization and/or contraception on the moose to maintain their population, and in the end the 
vegetation should rebound, but if not, native vegetation should be planted again. I strongly oppose ANY hunting/culling on the island now or ever. Lethal 

methods on the island are definitely not an option in our opinion. 

 

 

Comments:  
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Introduce wolves in a measured, scientifically informed, and responsible manner in order to keep the moose herd in check and preserve vegetation. The 

demise of the wolf pack appears to be a human triggered event due to global warming.  

 
Topic Question 2:  

Maintaining the historic balance of species with only the minimal human interference required. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Management should be limited to those measures needed to maintain the historic balance, and compensate for other human caused events, i.e.global 

warming, introduced invasive species, toxic spills, or visitor polution and/or trash. 
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Topic Question 4:  

Institute those measures required to compensate for global warming, I.e. species introduction. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I believe the unique ecosystem of Isle Royal is doomed by the disappearance of the wolves, therefore I believe it would be a head in the sand approach to 

refrain from bringing the wolves back. While this was a long term success story of non-interference, global warming preemptively ended the non-

interference, without the input of any of us who value the natural world.  

While the moose herd needs to be limited in size, and may require temporary culls, I would prefer for wolves to do the task in a natural manner.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please take quick action to save the unique wilderness environment of Isle Royale! 
 

Comments:  
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Sterilization, contraception and reintroduction of wolves. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The balance of nature is off, as happens all over the world primarily because of humans. We need to find compassionate measures to bring back the balance 

that once existed. We need to be shepherds of the same animals that we have put in jeopardy. 

Balance of vegetation, wolves and moose can be helped with humane trapping and reintroduction of wolves when necessary.  
 

Topic Question 3:  

Sterilization, contraception. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

This question is really beyond my knowledge. I would hope that climate considerations would be taken into account by environmental experts. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
I think adding to the extinction of any animal is criminal, cruel and frankly, lazy. We live in an ecosystem where one species is dependent and benefited by 

others.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please let's be proud of the way we treat every living creature on our Earth. 

 

 
Comments: Thank you 
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As an advocate of the island and its resources, I ask the NPS to consider establishing a balanced, timely approach to resolving the problem - Fall-Winter 

2017 is to far away to have a genuine impact given the dire situation of the existing wolf population on the island and how quickly overgrazing moose 

could destroy the topography and ecosystem if left unchecked.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Continued, long range planning that aim to maintain both the moose and wolf populations on the island - which should include wolf reintroduction and 

augmentation as needed to maintain the health of existing packs.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

This plan should happen swiftly - recognizing that the remaining 3 wolves are not in good health and may not survive the winter and that they are the only 

predator of island moose, it seems nonsensical to move slow. The tight connection between the natural predatory-prey relation of wolves and moose and 

the health of vegetation on the island bring to light the need to preserve the island's ecosystem. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

With climate change contributing to the demise of the ice bridge severing the natural migration of wolves to the island, it is logical that we should correct, 
to the best of our ability a potential natural disaster before it happens - especially because it is within our means to do so. Decisions and actions need to be 

swift with respect to the natural of order of living things on the island. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

As a reader I appreciate the diversity of options. At the same time, some options are extreme - either do nothing (alternative A) or act in a heavy handed 

and non-natural manner (Alternative F). 
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Alternative B is a short term fix flawed in that it does not continue to augment the moose population to avoid future inbreeding problems that brought us to 

the current scenario. This option considers the value of the predator-prey relations of wolves and moose and the positive dynamic outcomes this produces 

on behalf of the vegetation.  

 
As an avid advocate for animals and our natural resources, I prefer we choose alternative C as an option because it aims to preserve the natural wolf-moose 

predatory relationship with an adaptation designed to offset the impact of climate change (loss of the ice bridge to the island from the mainland) by 

augmenting the wolf population as needed and recommended by researchers. 

Alternative D is short-sighted; by providing a one time fix with wolves they set the island up for failure again when the wolf population succumbs to the 

perils of inbreeding because new wolves can no longer naturally get to the island and then implies culling of moose. In order to accomplish this, 

mechanical vehicles and helicopters brought in to kill moose will ultimately disrupt the environment. 

Option E implies culling of moose. 

Option F implies full mechanistic means to manage organic space. Social institutional theory suggests that mechanistic and progressive attempts to control 
natural spaces and species generally reproduce exponentially the ails it aims to resolve. This could result in a natural disaster and a death of the island as we 

know as a "natural" resource. This would be a tragedy.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Again, knowing that there are only 3 wolves remaining on this beautiful island with limited chances of surviving the winter, it is imperative that we act 

quickly to preserve the predatory-prey relations of wolves and moose that subsequently attends to the ecosystem of the island. When considering any over-

arching policy to remedy natural systems, we must always look to organic, sympathetically natural ways to resolve a conflict. Human beings caused 

climate change. We must follow the wisdom of the natural order of living things by choosing an option that best patterns nature in this case. Please 
consider option C.  

 

Comments:  
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Alternative C  

If introducing wolves doesn't work, then birth control. No killing by humans. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

As long as there is a threat to Michigan U.P. wolves(DNR sanctioned hunts), those wolves can be moved to Isle Royale (when the moose-wolves balance is 
seriously threatening the island vegetation.) Minimalist, rare interventions that don't involve killing either species, should balance the legitimate desire to 

preserve the vegetation and the principles behind designated wilderness. Many park users want nothing to do government sanctioned killing of wildlife 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Actions that keeps human trophy hunters out of the moose-wolves-island ecosystem. Michigan has been embroiled in a bitter fight between big game 

baggers and citizens who want the "wild" left in wilderness. A compromise is moving some wolves from the Ironwood area or Delta County. That calms 

the anti-wolves contingent in those areas and provides a more diverse gene pool to breed with the three remaining Isle Royale pack. Minimalist, rare 
interventions that don't involve killing either species, should balance the legitimate desire to preserve the vegetation and the principles behind designated 

wilderness.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Given that the lake ice is no longer consistent, and the vegetation, moose and wolves may not be able to survive on the island in twenty years, rare and non-

lethal management should be used and very soon. Please implement alternative C in the next year. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Likes: A-E refrain from taking on a long-term intensive human dependent role. They recognize the reality that the island will be transformed very soon 

permanently by humanity's failure to address our role in climate change. 

 

Dislikes:No killing. It smacks of the circular logic used to justify killing threatened and endangered animals.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

The Michigan Tech biologists who have studied the wolves and Isle Royale ecosystem should have an immense influence on the park service management 

plan. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 304     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 12:18:07 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
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The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 

Comments:  
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I feel that, as wilderness, nature should be left alone and studied. If more wolves are to come to the island it will happen on a cold year when the lake 

freezes over. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Study and manipulation are mutually exclusive. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Very little management, but lots of study. We can only know what a working ecosystem is is by comparison and leaving wild places truly wild. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Sadly, although climate change is largely man made, I feel that only incremental management should be taken. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Comments:  
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Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 
Topic Question 5:  

Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 
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Topic Question 6:  

Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 
 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 

Comments: Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 
Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 
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Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 
 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 
 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please ask the NPS to adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

All others 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Preservation  
 

Topic Question 3:  

Protection of the grounds 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Whatever is required  
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Topic Question 5:  

N/A 

 
Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
With the population of wolves in Michigan's upper peninsula, an easy solution would be to humanely live trap the wolves and transport them to Isle 

Royale; another solution would be to trap and transport wolves from our western states. This would provide a more diverse genetic pool, helping the wolf 

population on the island to survive. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

To maintain the integrity of this island and keep it as it has always been, with healthy populations of moose and wolves; this balance itself would would 

manage the vegetation...too many moose destroy the vegetation...a healthy population of wolves would keep mooses numbers in check. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Introduce a genetically diverse population of wolves to maintain balance with the moose and vegetation. This is more important than the cost and effort it 

would entail. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Closely monitor the effects of climate change as they occur on this island and its inhabitants, then act accordingly. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I dislike the culling of the moose population...re-establish the wolf population to naturally keep the moose numbers in check. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Continuing to mull over various solutions when the simplest,most natural and obvious is to increase a genetically diverse wolf population would seem to be 

a no-brainer. Is this being discounted due to the cost and effort of this solution? 

I hope not! 

 
Comments:  

 

See the above - 
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I have no new alternatives to present for consideration. I urge you to implment plan C or D. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Enough to assure sucess of your plan. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I like that you're considering taking action to get the animal situation back in a sustainable status and that you're also concerned about protecting plant life. 

 

Comments:  
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none they are wild animal 

 

Topic Question 2:  

let them be as in past times 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

leave the wolves alone. outlaw all hunting in michigan period!!!!!!! 

 

Topic Question 2:  

leave nature alone 

 
Topic Question 3:  

again, leave nature alone and you will not have problems, other than people! 

 

Topic Question 4:  

not sure 

 

Topic Question 5:  

i don't like any changes to nature made by people. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

stop with the wolf hunting!!!!!!!  

 

Comments: stop the killing of all animals. especially wolves. we need them to survive and theive 

to balance nature out 

 
Correspondence ID: 313     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 12:47:01 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Introduce new wolves to the island to handle the inbreeding problem. New genes will solve the genetics problem. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

We need wolves to keep the moose population under control. Sterilization and contraception of moose would also be a good way to bring some control 

over the numbers of moose eating vegetation on the island in the meantime. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

An active role, on the part of the NPS, that preserves the wilderness is in order. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

The NPS ought to respond to the issues and needs that come up in order to keep it running as a well managed National Park for the people who come to the 

island and as a protected wilderness area for the resident animals who live there. 

 

 

 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions:  
 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  

 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 3:  

Both animal and plant life should be encouraged to prosper and live in as natural environment as possible. With animals in their natural state, they will 

control themselves, and should be encouraged to do so. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I would strongly support reintroducing wolves into the Isle Royale environment, rather than killing or altering the moose population artificially. Similar 
animal reintroduction plans were implemented at Yellowstone and other parks with great success. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale deserves the attention and care provided to many other national parks in this country. I would consider the long-term effects of allowing a wolf 

population in need of "revamping" to die off. Past history in this country has shown us what a tragedy that can be. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

A balanced between the population of both moose, wolves and the vegetation.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

High priority.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Not sure at this time. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Please Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please implement Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  
 

Comments: Please implement Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

PLease continue the management of both wolves and moose on Isle Royal. Boost the wolf population and mange the moose population temporarily ( 

through sterilization techniques ) until the balance of nature is once again able to manage the situation by itself as it did for many years in the past. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Configure the natural balance back into the wildlife so that wolves will have a chance to manage the moose herds and then the loss of vegetation will no 

longer be a problem. 
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Topic Question 3:  

Reintroduce new wolves to the island, sterilization of moose to cut their herds.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Instead of culling the moose population, return wolves to the Isle as many times as necessary to restore equilibrium. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

What does it mean to the entire island ecosystem, not just the moose, if wolves are no longer a part of the food chain? 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Primarily observation, except in regards to re-introducing wolves, in which case management should be as intense as it takes to rebuild the population. 

 
Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Management of wolf population. Introduce new wolves to the island to strengthen the genetic breeding health of future wolves.  

 

Monitor individual wolves health and safety. 

 

Block off or seal many old mining pits on the island to prevent both wolves and moose from falling in to their deaths. 

 

Comments:  
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Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 

 
Comments: Please consider introducing a more robust genetic strain into the wolf population to aid the balance of this relationship. 
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Healthy wild wolf populations (e.g., US or Canada). The time for talk is over the wolves should have been put on the island years ago. It is a no-brainer 

that the 40 year wolf moose study followed since they are experts. Why does the NPS keep dragging this decision out? Do you want the moose hunting and 

this is your way to get it? It sickens me the way the NPS has not supported the repopulation of wolves on Isle Royale.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Keeping the moose and wolves in balance keep the vegetation in balance.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Use the expert data from the Wolf Moose study. Work with the experts.  
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Topic Question 4:  

The vegetation is be over grazed / killed by to many moose. Hello? Get a grip and get the wolves back. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
I am very upset on how the NPS is playing politics when our Isle Royale's future could be secured if we followed the advice of the experts.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

When will you make this decision? For years the data has been clear?  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

This is a golden opportunity for Michigan to become a leader in healthy conservation and environmental issues if the moose management on Isle Royale is 

done 'right' in a sound manner. Hence, 
 

Natural means of wildlife [fauna and flora] management are always superior to well intended but unnatural, short-sighted and thus usually ineffective 

human interventions 

Please reintroduce wolves to Isle Royale more than once, if necessary. Let the wolf population become strong there. Scientists have seen and proven in the 

wester Upper Peninsula how the comeback of wolves have helped stabilize a healthy ecological balance and even flooding has stopped due to ample 

vegetation along riverbanks growing because deer and lagomorphs [rabbits] are not eating it because the wolves are keeping their numbers in check. 

Please manage current moose populations by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

Ideally, the NPS would expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

 

Again, This is a golden opportunity for Michigan to become a leader in healthy conservation and environmental issues if the moose management on Isle 

Royale is done 'right' in a sound manner. Hence, 

 

Natural means of wildlife [fauna and flora] management are always superior to well intended but unnatural, short-sighted and thus usually ineffective 

human interventions 
Please reintroduce wolves to Isle Royale more than once, if necessary. Let the wolf population become strong there. Scientists have seen and proven in the 

wester Upper Peninsula how the comeback of wolves have helped stabilize a healthy ecological balance and even flooding has stopped due to ample 

vegetation along riverbanks growing because deer and lagomorphs [rabbits] are not eating it because the wolves are keeping their numbers in check. 

Please manage current moose populations by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

Ideally, the NPS would expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Sound reasoning and sound solutions bear repeating, so, once again.....This is a golden opportunity for Michigan to become a leader in healthy 

conservation and environmental issues if the moose management on Isle Royale is done 'right' in a sound manner. Hence, 

 

Natural means of wildlife [fauna and flora] management are always superior to well intended but unnatural, short-sighted and thus usually ineffective 

human interventions 

Please reintroduce wolves to Isle Royale more than once, if necessary. Let the wolf population become strong there. Scientists have seen and proven in the 

wester Upper Peninsula how the comeback of wolves have helped stabilize a healthy ecological balance and even flooding has stopped due to ample 

vegetation along riverbanks growing because deer and lagomorphs [rabbits] are not eating it because the wolves are keeping their numbers in check. 
Please manage current moose populations by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

Ideally, the NPS would expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Eagerly consult scientists and conservationists and follow their sound, SCIENTIFIC advice. 

LEAVE LOCAL STATE and Federal POLITICS OUT OF THE MATTER ENTIRELY because the misguided politicians  

1. rely too much on opinion instead of fact 

and 
2. have ulterior motives that do not serve the best interests of all in our state [humans, fauna and flora, and the environment. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

 

I abhor culling the moose population and the NPS should, too. Killing of any kind is barbaric, unnecessary, costly, represents old paradigm thinking that 

does not serve humanity and the environment. Plus it is far less ineffective than preferred natural methods proposed above instead. There is no way to 

justify it when there are better ways to handle this issue. 
 

 

Topic Question 6:  

This is a prime opportunity for Michigan to become a leader in HEALTHY, NATURAL policies to benefit the environment and to show the nation and the 

world that the time has come to REALLY do what is right and NOT follow the misguided directions [hurtful opinions] of politicians. We must start doing 

what is right for the environment and we must STOP doing what only 'maximizes profits' for a few wealthy elite. 

 

Comments: Thank you for considering the points in this letter. 
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Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 13:45:12 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Alternative A, non-action would seem to be the preferred direction on this issue in consideration of "wilderness" designation, i.e., 

"wilderness" requires that we protect wilderness character: untrammeled and unmanipulated. Let Nature complete the plan. 
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

This is a golden opportunity for Michigan to become a leader in healthy conservation and environmental issues if the moose management on Isle Royale is 

done 'right' in a sound manner. Hence, 

 

Natural means of wildlife [fauna and flora] management are always superior to well intended but unnatural, short-sighted and thus usually ineffective 
human interventions 

Please reintroduce wolves to Isle Royale more than once, if necessary. Let the wolf population become strong there. Scientists have seen and proven in the 

wester Upper Peninsula how the comeback of wolves have helped stabilize a healthy ecological balance and even flooding has stopped due to ample 

vegetation along riverbanks growing because deer and lagomorphs [rabbits] are not eating it because the wolves are keeping their numbers in check. 

Please manage current moose populations by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

Ideally, the NPS would expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Again, 

 

This is a golden opportunity for Michigan to become a leader in healthy conservation and environmental issues if the moose management on Isle Royale is 

done 'right' in a sound manner. Hence, 

 

Natural means of wildlife [fauna and flora] management are always superior to well intended but unnatural, short-sighted and thus usually ineffective 

human interventions 

Please reintroduce wolves to Isle Royale more than once, if necessary. Let the wolf population become strong there. Scientists have seen and proven in the 
wester Upper Peninsula how the comeback of wolves have helped stabilize a healthy ecological balance and even flooding has stopped due to ample 

vegetation along riverbanks growing because deer and lagomorphs [rabbits] are not eating it because the wolves are keeping their numbers in check. 

Please manage current moose populations by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

Ideally, the NPS would expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Sound reasoning bears repeating, so once again, 
This is a golden opportunity for Michigan to become a leader in healthy conservation and environmental issues if the moose management on Isle Royale is 

done 'right' in a sound manner. Hence, 

 

Natural means of wildlife [fauna and flora] management are always superior to well intended but unnatural, short-sighted and thus usually ineffective 

human interventions 

Please reintroduce wolves to Isle Royale more than once, if necessary. Let the wolf population become strong there. Scientists have seen and proven in the 

wester Upper Peninsula how the comeback of wolves have helped stabilize a healthy ecological balance and even flooding has stopped due to ample 

vegetation along riverbanks growing because deer and lagomorphs [rabbits] are not eating it because the wolves are keeping their numbers in check. 
Please manage current moose populations by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

Ideally, the NPS would expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

1. Consult scientists and environmentalists only and use their FACTUAL information 

2. LEAVE ALL POLITICIANS [state and federal] OUT OF THIS DISCUSSION. WHY? they have a history of 

> acting on OPINIONS instead of on FACTS and thus do greater harm than good 

> making policies that do NOT serve the Greater Good of ALL [humans, flora and fauna, the environment] but which rather line their pockets with sordid 
profits from policies that hurt our environment and thus also hurt EVERYone and EVERYthing. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Stop all killing of animals, like moose in this instance. 

Use natural predators like wolves instead. 

This is much better for the environment. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Don't follow opinions of politicians. 

Leave them out of the picture completely, 

Consult only scientists and their facts and do what is right according to their suggestions and best practices. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Take about a half dozen breeding pair of wolves over to Isle Royale. They will continue to breed and may even mate with the others. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Do NOT cull the moose. 

Reintroduce the wolves as many times as necessary. 
Allow Nature to 'do her magic' as only she can. 

Nature's Ways are far superior to the shortsighted human notions of killing. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Only scientific fact and NOT personal opinions of politicians and others should be considered. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Again, 
Do NOT cull the moose. 

Reintroduce the wolves as many times as necessary. 

Allow Nature to 'do her magic' as only she can. 

Nature's Ways are far superior to the shortsighted human notions of killing. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Again, Only scientific fact and NOT personal opinions of politicians and others should be considered. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I like all the positive impacts that the wolf population has had on the environment of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

This is a great example of how Nature works at her best. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Leave politics out of this issue entirely. Only use scientific fact. 

 
Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Re stocking the animals. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Less traffic until normalcy returns. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

What ever their mandate requires. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Whatever is available . 

 

Topic Question 5:  

The cheap and easy way out. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Who benefits with the murder of the wild life? Witch corporate conglomerate or oil company. 

 

Comments: To restore the balance of nature is the right thing to attempt and fulfill.  

WWJD? 
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

reintroduce new wolves from the UP. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Hands-off does not work in the US, too many people and too much development. Especially on Isle royal because it is isolated.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

As much as needed to keep the gene pool healthy. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

NOT MUCH 

 

Topic Question 6:  
those were Michigan's only wolves for many years. They are too isolated, those wolves crossed the ice over 40 years ago. Surprised they lasted this long. 

without wolves the moose population goes crazy. without moose and wolves the island is not much. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 6:  

I don't get it everybody wants to kill wolves, so why not put them on Isle Royale? Why is it taking so long to make a decision? Haven't they figured out the 

prey and predator relationship by now? It is only COMMON SENSE! 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please adopt ONLY Alternative C. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Wolves should be introduced and augmented as necessary. 

Moose populations should be managed by contraception and/or sterilization; they should NOT be culled. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

See Question 2. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

See Question 2. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please expedite your final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 
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Topic Question 2:  

WHAT IS BEST FOR THE ANIMALS LONGEVITY, NATURE AND HUMANS NOT EITHER OR. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
CONTINUED AND INCREASED. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

SAME AS # 3 

 

Topic Question 5:  

SEEM FINE 

 
Topic Question 6:  

NONE 

 

Comments:  
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Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. The key is "do less and give nature a chance to do its work" 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Hands mostly off management. Let nature take its course. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

See answer to question 3. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character 

 

Topic Question 6:  

We need to practice patience and share this with those that are pressuring us to do our jobs. Our job is to have patience and to stop trying to control nature. 

 

Comments:  
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import wolves maybe from Montana, Idaho, or Canada as all there areas are actively hunting and killing the wolves. especially in canada  
 

Comments:  
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Is it possible to impregnate any of the current established wolves? 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Humans have been given the smarts and science to assist our other living creatures, to avoid a Dodo bird repeat.,causing an animal/species extinction by 

over hunting or ignoring population issues is no different than assisting a species that needs help. Both are ways of messing with nature. It's up to us, to 

assist all subjects in keeping a balance on this island, for future generations of both four and two legged species. Plants and other foods needed for the 
moose and wolf survival, are within our capabilities to introduce and maintain.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Major intensity is necessary. Too much time has already passed as we stood by. Please don't waste any more time discussing this issue, as we have the 

smarts to change the current direction. 99% my be wilderness! but experts can be brought in for safety and other procedures. The island is reachable with 
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the proper equipment, from all around. There is a small window of weather appropriate timing, and that needs to be addressed ASAP. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Again, with today's equipment, science and radar, proper precautions and notice can be obtained to handle whatever functions/action necessary to assist. 
The people involved in starting this discussion are supposed to be college smart"...why is this taking so long to figure out???? 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like all of the stated possible options, each has good pros and few cons. Fatal culling has NO pros whatsoever. If we can make babies in a perri dish, why 

is deciding on a solution for this Eco system so hard??? 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please don't waste anymore time on this matter. Pick an option and get started. With the high possibility of a warm winter fast approaching, counting on an 
ice bridge for nature to take it's course is strongly coming to light as not an option.  

 

Comments:  
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Moose should not be lethally culled, but instead the use of contraceptives should be employed.  

More wolves need to be introduced to Isle Royale since there are only 3 now which is almost extinction. The natural balance of predator/prey is completely 

out of balance.  

Culling/killing by humans NEVER works in nature. When will humans ever learn that? 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Contraception should always be used for the moose. New wolves should be introduced more than once... 

Vegetation will replenish once the moose population is brought under control by the wolves. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Just introduce new wolves when needed, use contraception on the moose when needed....then step out of the way! 

 

Topic Question 4:  
When our environment is left to nature....when humans keep their destructive ways out of the way....the Isle of Royale will do much better than the rest of 

the U.S. quite simply put! 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Culling/killing does not work to bring numbers of prey down...When will humans learn that? 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 337     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 15:16:21 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     The wilderness holds the preservation of the world. Wildlife is not anyone's to take. It is for all of us to enjoy.  
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 15:26:32 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I support wolf reintroductions as necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and 
moose into the foreseeable future. The wolf reintroduction in Yellowstone clearly illustrates the success of reintroduction itself. 

 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Based on historical data at this time, there is no 

likelihood of having a wolf population without human action. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

I believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide. The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 

wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 
and survival. 

 

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 
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Topic Question 3:  

The culling of moose and the use of motorized equipment is UNACCEPTABLE in a National Park. NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of 

Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant 

and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to maintain important wilderness values including the 
presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 

duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

 
Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

 

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I am very concerned that NPS has not heeded the call of research scientists who have warned NPS for years of the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Still the 

NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The island cannot afford to wait 2-1/2 years for NPS to make a decision considering this has been forewarned 
for years. 

 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 

 

Topic Question 6:  
National Parks serve important educational functions and reestablishing wolves should be part of the educational function. What an opportunity to educate 

the public with an intact ecosystem including an apex predator. The NPS has a mandate to reestablish natural conditions including restoration of species in 

some circumstances. NPS also has obligations under the ESA.  

 

Allowing an ecosystem collapse on the island does not make sense with what we know about trophic cascades and the wolves' role as an apex predator.  

 

Protecting biodiversity should be a high priority of NPS due to climate change and this is one of those situations where human manipulation, through 

reintroduction, will serve that purpose as well.  
 

Comments: A visit to Isle Royale without wolves is incomprehensible to me. NPS has a fiduciary responsibility under the Public Trust to maintain Isle 

Royale for future generations which means wolves and moose coexisting together with intact ecosystems and the least amount of human intervention as 

possible. Most importantly for me, guns and motorized vehicles used to maintain an ecosystem no longer qualifies as a National Park w/ vast wilderness. 

Please expedite this process; reintroduce wolves sooner than later. 

 
Correspondence ID: 339     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 15:34:40 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Biologists should have input into an decision. Experts, not hunters or kibbutzers need to make these decisions. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
The overall good of the habitat should decide hat measures should be taken. What damage is occurring? Who or what is causing it? What is the best 

resolution? 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The park should be treated as a wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

The park should be managed as any national park, like Yellowstone, like a national forest. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Don't know enough about them, nor do I have expertize in this area. 

 

Comments: This park is a treasure. As our wild areas shrink, those that remain become more valuable. We need to protect this area as we would any scarce 

resource. 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 15:36:32 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please adopt Alternative C, to maintain both moose and wolves. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

We need an effective predator-prey dynamic, which requires a larger wolf population than we now have. Wolves should be reintroduced and augmented 

more than once, as needed to maintain reasonable balance. Also, if additional measures to control moose population are necessary, they should be by 
contraception and/or sterilization, not by lethal culling. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The wilderness designation is why it would be best to return Isle Royale to a natural predator/prey balance, with the least human intervention possible. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please expedite your final decision- -by the end of 2016. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 341     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Stanette Amy and associates PLLC Business 

Affiliation:  OffcialRep 

Received: Aug,06,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 3:  

Keeping genetic codes pure 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 15:40:54 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

re Introduce wolves and reduce the moose population. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The vegetation needs to be protected. The moose population is destroying the habitat. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Should consider Alternative C. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

The climate change is effecting the moose-more diseases-and other species. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
I support Alternative C. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Predators are important parts of the environment although many people just want to kill them 

 

Comments: I enjoy coming to Isle Royale National Park. I want it to remain a jewel in the northern United States. 

 
Correspondence ID: 343     
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 15:50:05 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     They just reintroduced the wolves and the Moose are declining. I think that it needs to be regulated by people that understand, not 

politicians that have their own agenda. 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 15:54:14 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Please adopt alternative 3 for the future of Moose and wolves on Isle Royale. 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 15:55:39 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves need to be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary 

Moose populations should be managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls 

Please expedite your final decision by the end of 2016 
 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Long term conservation and protection of this endangered species. Hunting/culling should not be permitted in this area. Should population control be 

needed it should be effected by contraception and, as better contraception is introduced, better these provide better and easier non-lethal means. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The area should be maintained as pristine with visitation left at current levels and only increased if it can be shown that the natural habitat and wildlife 
populations will not adversely be affected.  

 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Reintroduce wolves multiple times if required to maintain population. Maintain excess population if necessary by non-lethal methods, preferably 

contraception. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves need to be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary 

Moose populations should be managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls 

Please expedite your final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves need to be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary 

Moose populations should be managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls 

Please expedite your final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 346     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 16:01:10 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

I think that it is important to introduce outside gene pool to the remaining wolf 

population. Part of the reasons for their reduction of numbers is due to the isolation 

of the packs. While normally the approach has been to let nature follow its course, 

the situation of Isle Royale is unique. The packs of wolves are necessary to balance 

out the numbers of moose. The number of moose need to be checked in order to maintain 

the vegetation of the island. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

The present situation with the park is such that it may call for more direct intervention 

with a greater number and support from staff. This I hope would be only a temporary 

fix with a return to more limited management in the future.  
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Topic Question 4:  

Since the warmer climate makes the Moose more susceptible to insects and disease, perhaps 

it may be necessary to deal with that by giving them injections or other medications. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

I would like to see a method of control other than culling the moose population. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I have visited the Isle Royale National Park on three separate times. Two of times 

it was backpacking. The last time was a canoeing adventure around the various 

islands. We have many wonderful memories of these trips. Our children had a  

great time and always talk of going back. One of my observations was there was more 
favorable treatment given to boaters then other visitors. Realizing their appearance was less damaging to the environment, I felt that backpackers were 

slowly being weeded out 

through reduction of support for their needs.  

 

Comments: Ilse Royale is a jewel of a park. It needs to be protected, but also made available to 

as many people as possible. It is limited access through it location. Many can not 

afford a trip there because of cost of transportation and lack of equipment. Hopefully 

a compromise and solution will come about. 

 
Correspondence ID: 347     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 16:01:44 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Ban all hunting  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Introduce only the flora and fauna that are compatible to the environment 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Try less human interference 

 
Topic Question 4:  

There is no valid evidence of climate change 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Not effective, too intrusive.  

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 348     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 16:03:47 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves have kept Isle Royale's moose herd healthy for a long time. Every effort should be made for that to continue. There should be sufficient flexibility 
in the plan to allow for multiple introductions of wolves, if need be.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The National Park Service should introduce wolves, then sit back and watch. This area has been a natural laboratory for 57 years. If wolves are gone there 

will be ecological havoc. Reintroducing wolves is therefore necessary. Other than that, the area should not be managed. Management by people is always 

inferior to natural management.  

 

Topic Question 3:  
Isle Royale's unique and spectacular wilderness should be managed only to ameliorate the impact of humans (invasive weeds, maintaining trails.) Wolves 

need to be the top carnivores.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention. It is important for NPS to 

immediately act to augment/reintroduce wolves.  

 
Topic Question 5:  

The decision on what to do should be expedited. Wolf impact on moose populations is likely to be negligible and moose numbers will increase. Why is 

NPS dragging its feet? I find it absolutely abhorrent that the NPS is even considering motorized vehicles and culling. If this is the case, Isle Royale will just 

be another hunting camp. The wilderness value will be degraded.  
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Topic Question 6:  

There are very wild places left where there hasn't been a heavy handed management - mostly to the benefit of trophy hunters. It would be a terrible loss to 

lose this natural laboratory to this kind of management.  

 
Comments:  
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 16:16:34 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 6:  
I feel you should speak out more on the subject of people being an invasive species and question their moral ethics on the torture of animals and the 

distruction of the environment. That would be a valid argument to foolish people who make ignorant statements against wolves.  

 

Comments: I feel you should speak out more on the subject of people being an invasive species and question their moral ethics on the torture of animals 

and the distruction of the environment. That would be a valid argument to foolish people who make ignorant statements against wolves.  

 
Correspondence ID: 350     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliatio n:  

Received: Aug,06,2015 16:24:34 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Bringing in some new wolves 

 

Comments:  
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Affiliat ion:  

Received: Aug,06,2015 16:48:53 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Monitoring animals 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Let nature take it's course 

 

Topic Question 3:  

See above 

 
Topic Question 4:  

See above 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Don't know 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 352     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 17:15:14 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

as intense as it is necessary to allow wolf population to recover.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

wolves population need to be present to maintain ecosystem balance. the options that dont include making sure there are still wolves are ignorant and 
irresponsible 

 

Comments:  
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 17:47:14 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:      I am not a policy maker bur it is pretty evident that NPS should introduce wolves from another pack to Isle Royle. Inbreeding has 

almost killed off the wolves. 

That should create a better balance between moose and Wolves. Healthy wolves may be able to cut back on the moose population. 

It should be pretty cheap to cull out dead treas and replant the land 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 18:42:23 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves need to be reintroduced to the island to keep the moose population in check and to improve the moose species by selecting weaker individuals. 

This, in turn, will ease the excessive demand for vegetation because of moose overpopulation. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Nature is a delicate balancing act and performs beautifully when outside influences are absent. Protecting a pristine environment without human influence 

is the best option. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

We are stewards of this earth and its wildlife and animals. This precious wilderness must be protected against humans- -hunting, fishing, pollution and 

development,  
 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change and pollution will affect these populations even more and increase the need and urgency to protect them, their habitat, and work to curb 

climate change by all of us. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I detest hunting. I feel it's a sport only when both hunter and hunted have guns. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

The biggest threat to all wildlife is human greed. Please do whatever is necessary to guard against the hunting/firearm industry, ranching and trophy 

hunting industries, real estate developers, investment companies and wealthy people buying up lakefront property. Beware of people and politicians who 

are influenced by and/or indebted to big money. Don't sell out our heritage. 

 

Comments: Strive to keep the best interest of the wildlife and environment at heart. We are putting our trust in you. Thank you for your consideration. 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 19:31:17 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I mostly prefer Alternative Concept C with a blending of Alternative Concept F. Regarding F, wolves should be reintroduced and managed via 

augmentation to create a healthy symbiotic relationship with moose, while the number one priority should be the preservation of natural habitat, vegetation 
and threatened/sensitive species with the least possible intrusion into the wilderness ethic. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The maintenance as much as possible of a wilderness ethic and setting. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Please see answers to questions 1 and 2. Reintroduce and maintain wolves to help them naturally cull moose through predation while remaining sensitive to 
the preservation of the natural habitat, vegetation and other species. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Humans created climate change, and now humans need to start managing this mess before climate change wipes out other helpless species. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I prefer C and aspects of F. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Isle Royale isn't really wilderness. It is a natural park with boats, lodges, and other human structures. The park and wilderness have already been altered by 

man, and the wolf/moose population/relationship is unhealthy for numerous reasons. Wolves and moose on Isle Royale is what makes it wonderful, so let's 

do what we can to preserve this unique park while preserving as much wilderness as possible.  
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Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 19:44:57 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Re-establish a healthy Wolf population. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

A balance that resembles Nature as close as you can. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Keep it wild. As prestine as you can. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Climate change is inevitable. But wr can do a lot to keep the Wolves and Moose on Isle Royale 

 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Wolves will do their job at keeping Moose under control. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

It is very awesome that Isle Royale exists, please keep it beautiful. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 357     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 19:48:33 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

 
the issue of keeping a healthy population of all these elements is important to me, maybe not easy, but we should attempt it. 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 20:11:51 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

import the wolves......leave the dnr (don't know ????) and listen to the scientists that have studied this for years. Political appointments are not a substitute 

for science......althou I realize that is a very common practice with other issues, such as climate change. When will money be trumped by knowledge 

 

Topic Question 2:  

listen to the people that know what they are talking about....not the dnr 
 

Topic Question 3:  

balance the ecology for the sake of the environment....that is why we are supposed to be smarter than politicians....this is not about money 

 

Topic Question 4:  

let it go and watch i9t 

 
Topic Question 5:  

dont' know, just know that the scientist at  

Tech are waaaaay smarter than the dnr 

 

Comments: quit being political, and save the wilderness in this state. If people choose to move to the wilderness, they should expect wolves. Save the 

wildlife and save the wolves and coyotes.  

Everything is being killed by idiots. 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 20:31:46 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Leave it alone. Watch what happens. Wilderness knows what to do. We don't. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Observe the site as an incredible laboratory of nature at work. Species will come and go, according to the laws of nature. The minute we start imposing our 

own ideas on it, it is no longer "untrammeled" or "wilderness." 
 

Topic Question 4:  

LET THE ISLAND CHANGE according to what the changing climate dictates. This is also instructive to us. How does the genius of the land adapt it to 

changes? 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Option A, the No Action alternative, is the most cost-effective, and the most congruent with the wilderness designation. 
 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 21:25:49 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Move wolves they want to shoot in upper Mi and relocate them instead of shooting them. Put natural predators back in place and nature will take care of 

itself 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 21:37:18 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I think that reintroduction of the natural predators - the wolves would be the best way to manage the moose long term. 

 

For the short term, getting the moose herd down to a sustainable number should be done by the most humane method. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Trying to maintain a natural environment by natural means would be the most useful.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

Let it remain wild. Avoid messing with it. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Not much you can do out there in Lake Superior.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

Don't like killing the moose by hunting.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

I would like to see the park managed in a way that people can enjoy its beauty, and animals can live safely in as natural a way as possible, including 
predators. 

 

Comments: This place is on my list of places to see before I die. 

 
Correspondence ID: 362     
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 21:51:54 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Leave it as wilderness. Unmanipulated. 
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Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

wild, natural. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Leave it as wilderness. Unmanipulated. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness. It should not be considered. 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affilia tion:  

Received: Aug,06,2015 21:53:54 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Can more wolves from lower Mich be captured and brought in? 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Remove invasives, if a problem. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Leave it wild. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Remove invasives. 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 22:06:22 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Leave them alone 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Leave them alone 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Leave them alone 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Leave them alone 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Leave them alone 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Leave the animals alone! 

 
Comments: Just leave the animals ALONE! 

 
Correspondence ID: 365     
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 22:08:49 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

offer controlled special hunt by permit only of moose 

 

Comments:  



Page 145 of 1117 
 

 
Correspondence ID: 366     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 22:27:43 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Al ternative C.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please adopt "Alternative C" 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Comments: Please adopt "Alternative C" 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 
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 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 23:12:40 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

The wolves of Isle Royale are nearly extinct, with only three remaining.  
Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  
A predator-prey dynamic that was in check for decades is now out of balance, with an increasing moose population and irreparable harm to the forest. The 

National Park Service is taking public comment on alternatives to address this problem and is considering a cull to kill moose. 

 

 

Comments: Let's do the right thing here. We are commissioned to be good stewards over all. 
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,06,2015 23:38:33 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative concept C. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
I think that the management project should be as intense as is allowed, with a withdraw once the populations have been stabilized again. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I think that Alternative C should include wolves that are similar to those that once populated the island, and that the moose population should be controlled 

by contraceptives or sterilization rather than a cull. 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 00:27:06 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Keep the relationship between wolves and moose going. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Possible ill effects of too many moose on the environment. 
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Topic Question 3:  

Reasonable management 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Keep record for documentation of changes 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I dislike the possibility that moose may create a dis balance to their Isle Royale environment. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I feel the longest wolf and moose study in history should have some value in the consideration of what should be done. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 370     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 01:34:12 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Farmers and pet owners only need to install simple yet adequate fencing as a means to protect their animals from potential harm or death by a wild wolf or 

near. 

Killing endangered wild wolves is absolutely unnecessary as well as causing long term harm to other forms of animal wldlife. 

Furthermore, in this modern era there is no beneficial reason for "trophy" wolf hunters to slaughter these beautiful and ecologically essential creatures in 

adequately controling potential over population of deer, moose and other forms of wild animals. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

1. Prohibiting hunting of wolves coupled with injecting a few live captured wolves on the island from other geographical locations located within the 

confines of the USA geographical boundaries as a measure to improve control for an overly populated inventory of moose on this island. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Exercising best practices of wildlife management predicated on the application of proven scientific methods. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Same answer as given to question # 3 above. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Any proposal to kill wild wolves that do not presentvsn imminent threat to humans should be rigorously enforced and practiced. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please stop the destructive and senseless slaughter of wild wolves by hunters or poachers through vigorous means of law enforcement techniques together 
with appropriate along with certain criminal penalties and sanctions against violators of the laws and regulations promulgated by duly responsible public 

officials. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 371     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 01:34:27 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Farmers and pet owners only need to install simple yet adequate fencing as a means to protect their animals from potential harm or death by a wild wolf or 

near. 

Killing endangered wild wolves is absolutely unnecessary as well as causing long term harm to other forms of animal wldlife. 

Furthermore, in this modern era there is no beneficial reason for "trophy" wolf hunters to slaughter these beautiful and ecologically essential creatures in 

adequately controling potential over population of deer, moose and other forms of wild animals. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

1. Prohibiting hunting of wolves coupled with injecting a few live captured wolves on the island from other geographical locations located within the 

confines of the USA geographical boundaries as a measure to improve control for an overly populated inventory of moose on this island. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Exercising best practices of wildlife management predicated on the application of proven scientific methods. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Same answer as given to question # 3 above. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Any proposal to kill wild wolves that do not presentvsn imminent threat to humans should be rigorously enforced and practiced. 
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Topic Question 6:  

Please stop the destructive and senseless slaughter of wild wolves by hunters or poachers through vigorous means of law enforcement techniques together 

with appropriate along with certain criminal penalties and sanctions against violators of the laws and regulations promulgated by duly responsible public 
officials. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 372     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 02:37:41 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Correspondence ID: 373     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation :  

Received: Aug,07,2015 05:28:13 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

The moose and wolf populations should be allowed to create a natural balance. No hunting of either should be allowed. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 374     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 05:32:08 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 

Comments: adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 
 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 
Correspondence ID: 375     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Mr.  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,07,2015 06:57:20 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. Moose could also be relocated to areas with struggling moose 

populations. 

 
Correspondence ID: 376     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Northland Outfitters Business 

Affiliation:  OffcialRep 

Received: Aug,07,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Why couldn't you relocate the moose into the Seney National Wildlife Refuge where the moose population is almost non-existent? 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 377     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 07:12:32 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please keep the island in a healthy state of balance by maintaining both moose and wolves, with these conditions:  

 

1. Additional wolves are reintroduced as often as necessary to bolster both the size and genetic diversity of the Isle Royale pack. 

 

2. Moose populations, if not fully kept in check by wolves, are managed by contraception or sterilization - not by lethal culls. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

It is my understanding that part of the reason wolves on the island are not doing well is because of climate change, and the decreased ability for new wolves 

to cross the ice in winter and join the island pack. It would therefore stand to reason that Isle Royale wolves can rarely, if ever, reach the mainland either. 

This should make Isle Royale National Park an ideal relocation site for wolves who have preyed on livestock. I strongly urge that wolves who prey on 

livestock and remain undeterred by other non-lethal methods, be captured and moved to Isle Royale where there is no livestock to come in conflict with. 

This would prevent them from being killed, and help preserve the genetic diversity of the species. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

I believe wilderness, by it's very nature, needs very little management. However there are times when it is threatened by man-made problems that should be 

compensated for if possible. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

See answer to question #2. Wolves should be reintroduced as frequently as necessary, to compensate for the fact that they no longer cross the ice on their 

own in winter. Also, taking advantage of that same lack of ice, it would be an ideal spot for relocation of "problem" wolves. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

My main concern is for the health and wellbeing of the wolf pack. Culling moose would be a temporary fix, but if the wolves die out completely, moose 

numbers will rise higher than ever and a cull would have to be repeated every year. The best solution would be to help nature balance itself, by bolstering 

the wolf population so it can once again control the moose population naturally. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 378     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 07:34:21 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

While I am not sure what the issue is with all the wolves disappearing, but wolves need to be reintroduced to the island. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I dislike any lethal culls to rid the island of moose. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
I think wolves should be reintroduced. The Upper Peninsula of Michigan is always complaining about the wolf population, maybe wolves can be removed 

from problem areas in the Upper Peninsula and moved to the Isle Royale National Park. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 379     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Mr.  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,07,2015 07:39:32 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolf reintroduction and population maintenance are nature's way of maintaining the balance. Target moose fertility if also needed with year-by-year 

reviews of the balance between populations.  

 

Topic Question 2:  
The best possible balance - - based on historical, pre-human ecosystems. It's a national park and the human footprint should be light, as in "take on pictures, 

leave only footprints." 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Global contaminants, climate change, increased use, etc. impact the park in ways nature did not prepare it. Keep the park as close to its pre-industrial nature 

as is feasible, while allowed humans to view it from existing paths that do no harms.  
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Topic Question 4:  

Budget reasonably and aggressively to minimize the impact, though it looks to be far to massive an impact to stop or even know detailed influences at this 

time. It is a battle that must be fought, much better sooner than too late when defeat is imminent worldwide.  
 

Topic Question 5:  

Good preliminary plans.  

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 380     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 07:58:53 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please go with Alernative C 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Please go wtih Alternative C 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Pleease inmplement Alternative C 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Please implement Alternative C 

 
Humans should focus on how we can reverse our wasteful harmful impact on the environment..poeple are responsible for climate change so why would we 

punish wildlife for our inaction in regard to climate change (many people in government won't even acknowledge climate change). 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Lethal management methods should never be used....we own it our MI wildlife to find better nonlethal solutions to "perceived" wildlife conflicts. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

 
Wolves should be reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not  

by lethal culls. 

 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  

 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 381     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 08:04:11 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

In regards to the management of Moose,Wolves and vegetation on the Island I believe more then enough time, decades, has been spent on studys and 

management. I believe that a hands off management except for removal of invasive species is the proper way to manage the Island. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Hands off except for preventing and remove of invasive species only 

 

Topic Question 3:  
It's wilderness, don't touch!!! If wolves and the moose disappear so be it. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

NONE. The climate has been changing since the begining of time what make you think you have the supernaturnal powers to prevent changes in the 

climate.  

 

Topic Question 5:  
That a Hands Off Alternative is not propsed. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

The time and moneies spent on Isle Royal should be spent on stopping the destruction of the Great Lakes by pollution and invasives species. As you claim 

Isle Royal is a Wilderness, leave it manage itself.  
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Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 382     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 08:10:54 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 383     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 08:12:13 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Wolves reintroduced/augmented more than once as needed. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls, repeated as needed in the future. 
NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. All the wolves will be gone if there is a long delay. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The goal should be maintenance of appropriate balance between moose and wolf populations. Isle Royale is so unique in that it offers this wonderful 

environment for wolf and moose to live unharassed. To continue this, we need to monitor the balance. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Do not reduce the wilderness area. There are casinos and parks elsewhere for humans to use as recreation. There are NOT other Isle Royales 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Scrupulous monitoring to be able to identify new issues resulting from changes in climate, so that solutions can be produced as quickly as possible. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Better than letting the wolves die off completely. But contraception is so effective, more humane, and relatively easy to administer to the moose, rather 

than a mass slaughter. And re-introducing of additional wolves must be done regardless. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Whatever it takes, we must preserve this treasure, Isle Royale.  

Among the options possible to be able to do so, why not take the highest road, rather than a bloodbath? 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 384     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

all 

 
Topic Question 2:  

all 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 385     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 08:48:09 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     PEPC, 

If possible, I favor restoring the balance of the Moose Wolf population by introducing new gene pools to help restore the wolves, who are so important to 

the balance of nature on Isle Royal. I think we should do everything we can to preserve and restore these beautiful animals to our wilderness. 

I have followed the Wolf study for several years and I hope it is not too late to save what few we have remaining. 

 

 

 
Correspondence ID:  386     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
save the wolves 

 

Topic Question 2:  

just let the animals be 

 

Topic Question 3:  

leave them alone 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 387     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
I don't know. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

I don't know. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 388     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 09:01:47 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Reintroduction of the major predator species to manage the moose population along with other prey species on Isle Royal. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Because of the sparsely populated(human) island it should be returned to its natural state (vegetation/wildlife) and then managed accordingly.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

It should be granted the same attention of say Yellowstone or any other major natural area. It is much easier and cheaper to keep it natural then it is to try 

and return it to a natural state. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

no comment 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Culling is not the answer. It is usually indiscriminent in its process. Use of predator species keeps the healthiest and strongest in the herds, while removing 

the weakest. Human culling usually removes by total numbers weakening the overall genetic state of the herds. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 389     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 09:30:05 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please consider alternative C, that: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 
As an avid outdoorsman, in love with our environment here in Michgan, I'm very conscious of our precious natural resources/wildlife. As most of you, I 

truly believe in preserving our resources through natural means and honoring life, thus, not thinning our wildlife through hunting.  

 

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

I believe that given our wildlife is self-sustaining and self-preserving, let nature take its own course with minimal interference. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Again, I believe in letting takes its course unless we need to act due to changes introduced by other than those that are natural (i.e. White Nose Syndrome 

infecting our bat population introduced accidentally in other habitats). 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I feel that with our moose population would be better controlled with the introduction of more wolves. It worked wonders out west when the deer 

population ravaged our national parks in that region.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

I appreciate what you do to oversee our beloved resources and that you're taking the time to poll these alternatives 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 390     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 09:33:03 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please reintroduce some wolves to naturally manage the area. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Keeping it as natural as possible and in keeping with its historical significance as a wolf and moose wildlife phenomenon. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Keep it wild! 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Manage as little as possible, bring in wolves and let them do it, keep dogs off island so they don't spread parboiled to wolves. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

See above. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 391     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 09:58:20 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
I believe the health and sustainability of the Island depends on the reintroduction of wolves. I would like to see immediate steps taken to get the wolf 

population restored to a natural balance.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

The balance between all the creatures on the island, mammals, birds, insects, plants ect need to be considered. The island in its current state in my opinion 

is one of the most beautiful places to visit in the U.S. I feel an over abundance of moose will decimate it.  
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Topic Question 3:  

Limited.  

 
Topic Question 4:  

We should try our best to offset the damage we as humans have created.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

Lack of urgency.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Thank you from a frequent IR visitor for listening to those of us who are just regular old backpackers.  
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 392     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 10:50:05 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Adopt Alternative C. 

 

Do not cull/kill moose. Instead, employ sterilization/contraception. 

 

Reintroduce wolves and augment populations where necessary. 

 
Implement Alternative C by December, 2016 at the latest. Sooner. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Reintroduce prey/predator relationships. Manage lightly. Let Mother Nature carry the load (she knows better than we do anyhow). Keep eye on disease. 

Work toward genetic diversity in all populations to create stability. 

 

PROSECUTE ANY FOOL WHO KNOWINGLY OR ACCIDENTALLY SHOOTS WOLVES WHO ARE USING ICE BRIDGES.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Do not cull/kill moose to manage the forest. This is problematic on its own. The only thing that will effectively manage the forest community is 

reestablishment of wolves back to the island.  

 

Management should be approached with a philosophy of intensity, but a light hand. Only touch where needed and then get out. Mother Nature works best 

without human interference.  

 
Topic Question 4:  

Well, we made this mess, I guess we need to fix the problem. We need to work toward maintaining stability in the ecosystems as much as possible. This is 

tricky as this is fluid. Most will be out of our hands (temperature, shifting seasons, rainfall, plant community response to all of this). We need to work 

within shifting parameters and always work with ecosystem health as the first priority.  

 

KEEP THE IDIOT POLITICIANS OUT OF THIS. THEY HAVE AGENDAS. THEY ARE DENIERS. THEY WILL NOT DO A [expletive] THING TO 

ENSURE HEALTHY FLORA/FAUNA ECOSYSTEMS. FIRST, THEY DON'T REALLY UNDERSTAND IT AND SECOND, THEY BECOME 

HYSTERICAL, ILLOGICAL AND THEY WILL LIE WITHOUT BATTING AN EYE IF IT SERVES THEIR AGENDA.  
 

Stay close to your scientific and Native American communities for guidance. When in doubt, stop and listen. Go slow. Get it right the first time. But GO. 

Do. Soon.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

Culling moose? Really? Seriously? This is obscene. Find a better way while you get the wolf reintroduction on its feet. It is out there. Why not call your 

Michigan wolf experts and listen to what they think. I realize that the moose, unchecked, could ruin the forest in a heartbeat. No doubt about that. However, 

we have been screwing around with this discussion, while the wolves have been dying. Now, at the brink, we are waking up to a call that has been a long 
time coming and the moose have to pay with their lives because of our ineptitude? Give me a break. Find another way besides killing moose.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

No more time to waste.  

 

Read: Aldo Leopold's Thinking Like A Mountain found in "A Sand County Almanac." Read it often.  

 
We have made one [expletive] of a mess on this planet haven't we? It's now up to us and on us to correct the mistakes.  

 

Comments: Let's do the right thing. Let's go to Isle Royale with a good heart and a right mind and fix this mess. We can sprinkle some tobacco and leave 

knowing that the wolves are still howling at the moon on Isle Royale. That will be a very good thing indeed. Our ancestors, past and future, will be proud. 

We need, desperately, to start listening to what the natural world is telling us. According to Leopold, we are not apart from it, we are a part of it. How many 

have reiterate this idea before and after him? Lots. We are so arrogant though, that we do not listen. We are paying for it too. We rarely do the right thing 

because it is not politically or economically expedient. Well, here we have a chance on Isle Royale to tell a different story about ourselves. Let's listen. Shut 

up and just listen for change. Listen to the Elders, listen to the scientists and most of all listen to the natural world. Let's for a change, just do the right thing.  
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Correspondence ID: 393     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization: Sierra Club  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,07,2015 11:01:51 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Plan C is the only option when considering the ecological health of the Islands. The balance of nature works when all aspects of the environment are 

working together (predator, prey, food supply, vegetation health, etc.). You must consider all these together, not just the Moose problem by itself. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

The balance of nature and how best to maintain it on Isle Royal. Need to consider both predator and prey. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Keep it as wilderness. No hunting of any kind. And that should include no "culling" of the Moose herd. That should never be a considered in a wilderness 

park. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Keep it a designated wilderness park without human interference as much as possible. That means no Moose herd culling but reintroduction of Wolves if 
necessary. They have been a part of the Isle Royal ecology for the last 70 years and seemed to have kept the balance of nature working there. Why not 

continue that balance in the future.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

Culling of the Moose herd should not be considered. Wolf reintroduction should be seriously considered. This balance worked for a long time and should 

be maintained if possible. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Be smart. No rash decisions about Moose herd culling and/or refusing to consider wolf reintroduction. This whole Isle Royal ecological disaster-in-waiting 

should be looked at by experts and public comments should be sought out and considered. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 394     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Balance, Balance, Balance of all aspects of wildlife and vegetation. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Just keep a natural healthy balance and the rest should take care of itself. 
Of course if disease or invasives come onto the island, action should be taken to eradicate. Natural disasters, not much can be done if occurs. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Not much one can do here. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

NOt comprehensive enough. Or maybe even scientific enough. 

 
Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 395     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 11:24:22 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Pretty simple really, follow the tried and true methods used at yellowstone national. reintroduce wolves then stop the hunting, allow nature to take its 

course. Re planting maybe? 

 

Topic Question 2:  

see above on all 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Why is this so hard? Go clean up whatever footprints left behind by humans. The largest contributor to destruction, larger then a other spices combined, 

multiplied by ??? 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence ID: 396     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 11:35:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please adopt alternative C 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 397     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 11:40:16 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 6:  

I'm writing to urge you to augment the wolf population on Isle Royale by introducing more wolves. Keeping the moose and wolf populations in good 

balance with each other seems to be the best management tool for such a wilderness area. 
 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 398     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I do not have any. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like the alternative given. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 399     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 12:57:30 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I urge you to adopt alternative C to maintain both wolf and moose populations. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Human interference. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

It is human interference (aka/management) that disrupts the balance of nature and creates these problems, 

 

Comments: See question 5. 

 
Correspondence ID: 400     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,07,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Make stricter rules to protect them. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Make a balanced environment. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Keep this the same. 

 
Topic Question 4:  

Areas for dens for the wolves. Have signs put up about the moose, for their protection. 
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Topic Question 5:  

What is happening now, doesn't seem to be working well enough. Maybe reevaluate the system. Find what is working, what is not and look for ways to 

make improvements..p 
 

Comments:  
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Alternative C to maintain both moose and wolves. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary.  

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Only as much as needed to reintroduce/augment wolf population and moose contraception with as little disturbance to the wilderness area. Machinery must 

be kept to a minimum. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I dislike all the alternatives. Only Alternative C offers something to continue biodiversity and balance to this wilderness. It would be better if the situation 

was different, but this is the present reality. Perhaps things will improve in the future and nothing more will need to be done. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

Alternative C will help both this wilderness and has the potential for conflict resolution of problem wolves elsewhere that may need new surroundings. 

This could be a win-win for two places. 

 

Comments:  
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Please, wolves should be reintroduced and allowed to thrive naturally, while the moose are temporarily and HUMANELY pared down by sterilization or 

other NON-lethal means.  

 

Managing wildlife does not mean MURDERING wildlife. The ecosystem is out of balance, for the most part, because of human intervention and harm. Isle 
Royale is a national treasure and should be managed as such.  

 

The predator/prey dynamic can be restored humanely and sensibly. In fact, instead of killing any wolves elsewhere, take them and allow them to establish 

packs on Isle Royale. This would re-establish the wolf population and be genitically healthy for the wolves and the moose. By the way, wolves target older, 

ill prey naturally. 

 

Please, do all that is possible to naturally and humanely resolve the situation. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

The above issues stated in answer to #1. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Except for importing wolves and temorary contraception of moose, very minimal NPS intervention! Also, see the response to #1. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Same as above. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like restoring a balance between predators and prey. I dislike murdering animals when better alternatives exist. 
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Topic Question 6:  

I think the National Parks Service, along with the so-called "Wildlife Services" (A disgraceful, murderous and secretive agency) of the Unitied States 

should stop murdering animals and interfering with predator/prey ecobalances. Lobbyists and hunters should NEVER take precedence over naturalization 

and animals.  
 

Comments: Nature balances itself if we allow it to. Wolves, cougars, etc. are so wrongfully vilified and persecuted it is abhorrent. Wolves and cougars are 

natural predators who would avoid humans at all costs if we would leave them be and stop senselessly murdering them. Moose, elk, etc. would not be 

overpopulating areas if their predators were not eliminated by murder at the hands of humans.  

 

Please, stop the madness and do something useful.  
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I don't know  

 
Topic Question 2:  

Good count on Isle Royale and working with the DNR 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Not sure 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Help the wildlife with food sources 
 

Topic Question 5:  

it appears it will do the necessary for a healthy population of the animals 

 

Comments:  
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Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
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The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 
 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

Comments: Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 
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Contraception 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Wolves manage their numbers through food availability...wolves manage the Moose through culling the sick not always the best and healthiest animals. 

Why do we intervene is this beautiful National Park since 99% idesignated wilderness? 

 
Comments: Isle Royale wolves are a namesake, a culture of the state of Michigan. To preserve and protect these last few wolves is the honorable, most 

civilized step to take. To reintroduce wolves to the Island would be very beneficial to the gene pool. Wolves are a family entity and control their own 

population. 

Let's use a non-lethal method of Moose control through contraception. Lethal means is always the top method of removal to our DEQ.  

Lethal violence has increased in our society....to me lethal violence to Michigan wildlife is just another example of violence. 
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Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 
Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

 

Comments: Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 
The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 
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what works best 

 

Topic Question 2:  

what works best 

 

Topic Question 3:  

what works best 
 

Topic Question 4:  

what works best 

 

Comments:  
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1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 
3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 
 

3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Comments: 1. Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness 

designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

2. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 
3. Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
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Please restore the original balance. 

 

Comments:  
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Concept C appears to be the best alternative, however, it does not go far enough. There must be sufficient flexibility to allow for wolf reintroductions as 

necessary over the next 20 years to insure genetic diversity for wolves and sustainable populations of both wolves and moose into the foreseeable future. 

Maintenance or culling of moose is not necessary if wolves are allowed to fulfill their ecological role. Absent wolf immigration, which no one can predict, 

there is no likelihood of having a wolf population without human action.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

I believe the NPS should consider and evaluate the ecological benefits wolves provide; The only pup observed in 2015 was visibly deformed; 100% o 

wolves examined since 1994 (over 30 of them) have spinal anomalies. The weakened state of the remaining wolves is likely interfering with reproduction 

and survival.  

The NPS must consider the data collected through 57 years of research conducted on Isle Royale. These researchers should play a key role in the 

discussions. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

NPS must protect the unique wilderness qualities of Isle Royale through monitoring of habitat for wildlife, including wolves and moose; maintenance of 

soil and water quality and ecological stability of plant and animal communities including the control of invasive species. Management is necessary to 

maintain important wilderness values including the presence of a top carnivore which is vital for ecosystem health. The culling of moose and the use of 

motorized equipment is unacceptable. 
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Topic Question 4:  

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to species and places. The only way to slow the impacts of climate change is to globally reduce carbon 

emissions. NPS could produce an informational flyer explaining the negative impacts climate change is having on Isle Royale such as the changes in the 
duration and frequency of the ice bridge, winter ticks, bird species etc. NPS could engage with businesses and private entities that use the island to reduce 

carbon pollution. Encourage visitors to reduce their carbon footprint by not bringing / disposing of water bottles.  

Moose are not likely in any direct danger of being reduced by climate change, however, wolf predation is needed to limit the growth in their population.  

Because of climate change, it is unlikely that wolves will be able to repopulate Isle Royale without NPS intervention and we ask for immediate action to 

augment / reintroduce wolves. 

 

 

Topic Question 5:  
For years, researchers have been sounding the alarm about the plight of wolves on Isle Royale. Yet, the NPS has chosen to take no action until now. The 

public scoping period ends 8/29, however, the Record of Decision is not expected until Fall 2017 at the earliest. Two and one-half years is simply too long. 

This foot dragging on the part of NPS is unacceptable. 

Evidence suggests that the few wolves on the island will not be able to keep moose populations in check which will further degrade the island's vegetation. 

Every effort must be made by the NPS to expedite the decision. 

 

Comments: People that visit Isle Royale do so for the WHOLE wilderness experience which means seeing packs of wolves not just a bunch of moose! 
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reintroducing wolves to the island.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

To keep a balance 

 

Topic Question 3:  

intensity of management should be determined by need.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
I'm not sure 

 

Topic Question 5:  

i think plan c should be implemented.  

 

Comments:  
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see comments below. I wish I could attach an article that I think germane to the issue, but find no means of attaching it. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

the Wilderness Act 

 

Topic Question 3:  

manage people only,  

 

Topic Question 4:  

no management or manipulations, interventions, restorations in Wilderness. Let it adapt and evolve as it will.  
 

Comments: The following are my personal comments on the proposed Isle Royale National Park Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan. 

 

The crux of the issue-and bias of the NPS-is found in the agency's statement of purpose for the plan: "The purpose of the plan is to provide direction for 

managing the Isle Royale moose and wolf populations . . ." This purpose presumes that, contrary to the intent of the Wilderness Act, the NPS needs to 

manage these species and their interactions. That is, the ecological and evolutionary processes that created and continue to shape the island systems need to 

be controlled and manipulated to conform to what NPS thinks they should be.  
 

This is in direct opposition to the overarching mandate of the Wilderness Act to preserve the wilderness character of designated Wilderness. Wilderness 

character is, first and foremost, the untrammeled, wild condition of the landscape. It is not a historic or static condition, or a condition the NPS or those 

who don't understand Wilderness prefer. It is the condition wherein the land and lifeforms remain as they are or become what they will when left free from 

the human intent to manage, manipulate, or control. Thus wilderness character reflects a relationship we have with the landscape, one of deference to 

evolutionary forces, restraint, forbearance, and humility. These are the qualities I urge the NPS to exercise on this "issue". Manage the visitors-including 
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yourselves-but leave the island and its wildlife alone. Let them adapt and evolve as they will, unconstrained by the agency's will. Please select the no-action 

alternative.  
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Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated wilderness character. 
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Adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 
Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Maintaining a healthy moose herd and a vibrant population of wolves on the island  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Whatever it takes to keep the wolves - moose balance intact  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Keep a scientific perspective, while keeping a wolf - moose balance on the island  

 

Comments: We are down to three wolves on Isle Royale. We need a healthy wolf population in Michigan. Please maintain through your efforts a healthy 

wolf population on the island. Give them a chance over decades to reproduce by introducing new wolves into the mix.  
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Management of moose populations by contraception and/or sterilization. 

Re-introduction of wolves. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

A natural balance of the eco-system should be the top priority striving toward an equilibrium between moose, wolves, and vegetation. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Management should be of the type and intensity to bring moose, wolves, and vegetation to a natural equilibrium and then discontinue human intervention 
as much as possible so that the wilderness can maintain itself as much as possible. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

A changing climate is a fact of life at this time on Earth, moose, wolf and vegetation populations may/will undergo changes. Humans need to leave the 

changes due to climate change alone. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. 

Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016.  

 

 

Comments:  
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Comments. I want to have the wolves, moose, deer, fox, etc. here on earth forever as long as the earth is here. I hope you have some "intelligent" animal 

loving people to answer the above questions. :) Thanks for your service. 

 

Comments:  
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Leave them alone........nature really doesn't need much of mans help! 
 

Topic Question 2:  

Protection 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Keep the bulk Wilderness. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
What climate? The Earth takes care of herself and will continue, even if we were to disappear! 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I think the Park servicw and DNR are a bit big for their britches! 

 

 

Comments:  
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Contraceptives for the moose population. Introduce more wolves to Isle Royale to augment the ones left.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

Allow nature to balance itself after correcting the imbalance created by humans wanting more Moose for hunting. In other words, bring wolves back for 

balance,and remove some Moose to other areas within the without killing them. All life is precious and since we have allowed man to create a problem on 

Isle Royale we must now pay to correct that. Hunting interests should not be considered as they have created most of the problem along with their lobbyist. 

The vegetation should be all native to Isle Royale and if non native species have been introduced by humans- use monies to remove the non native species 

and add native plants back. Have strict penalties for poaching wolves or killing other animals and use monies to prosecute those who break this law.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

Restore any damage done by humans on Isle Royale in regards to plant life (non native plants crowding out natives) Strict enforcement of poaching, 

wildlife killing, trapping etc. Give park management the tools and resources (money) to do just that.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Nature at the park will adjust to climate change as it will. Just undue any damage that has been done there by humans and restore the park to it's original 

state in so far as is possible.  

 
Topic Question 5:  

If the preliminary alternatives are bringing in more wolves, I agree. If the preliminary alternatives involve contraceptives for the moose with removal to 

other areas for some, I agree.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Man created these problems. Now we must pay to correct them. Our planets plant and animal life has been exploited and damaged by man's hand and 

Federal tax dollars should go to correct them to every extent possible.  
 

Comments:  

 
 

 



Page 163 of 1117 
 

Correspondence ID: 420     
 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,08,2015 04:17:38 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Reintroduce wolves from several packs in the UP to maintain genetic diversity. There is no need to kill moose when the wolves would love to do the job 

and keep the balance between both populations healthy. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

See answer #1 
 

Topic Question 3:  

Keep as is and let a healthy wolf population restore balance. It is a shame that the NPS has waited this long consider alternatives. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

I know nothing about the answer except to let nature have its way. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
There is nothing to like about culling the moose herd and both this and sterilization are more expensive options over the long term. Reintroducing wolfs 

also seem to be the least costly answer. Do it right and don't waste time on the "let's wait and see approach". 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Thank you for finally starting to move forward with the loss of wolfs and increase in moose herd size and it attendent problems. 

 

Comments:  
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I believe that allowing wolf hunting in the United States in general is going to be very detrimental to wolf populations in our country. For this reason, I 
would like to see wolf populations maintained in areas where they are protected, such as National Parks, Isle Royale in this case. Having said that, I am 

concerned about the inbreeding described with the Isle Royale wolves, causing suffering to the wolves. It is a complicated problem, but the importance of 

healthy wolf populations in our wilderness areas is magnified by these issues at Isle Royale. Without wolves, everything suffers - the moose, the 

vegetation; overall, maintaining a healthy wolf population would be best, in my opinion. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

To maintain the wilderness for all species that exist at Isle Royale, it seems that reducing the overpopulation of moose is unavoidable. With only two 
wolves accounted for, it also seems unavoidable that wolves will need to be introduced to help with those moose populations. But what to do when the 

wolves start having problems with inbreeding? A problem for expert opinion, to be sure, but it seems that maintaining healthy wolf populations would also 

require long-term management.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

It is a very sad thing to contemplate, tragic, really, but if moose need specific plants and trees to survive, and these plants and trees no longer exist on Isle 

Royale due to climate change (or exist in greatly reduced numbers), then what choice would we have but to reduce the moose population.  

 
Topic Question 5:  

The preliminary alternatives spell out very well all the options available. My least favorite alternative is to do nothing. I would not favor that one at all. My 

favorite alternative is to manage both wolf and moose populations in keeping with vegetation changes due to climate change. 

 

Comments: Thank you for your hard work to present all the alternatives to the public. I treasure our national parks and all our public lands. We are so very 

blessed as a country to have these areas for public use. I worry every day about stewardship of these lands, and it seems from reading the preliminary 

proposals that the stewardship of Isle Royale National Park is in good hands. 
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All tools should be considered, with the whole ecosystem taking priority. What is best for people should be of least concern.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

Same as #1. Improving the overall ecosystem for generations to come.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

The least intrusive.  
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Topic Question 4:  

Same as above.  

 
Comments:  
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Moose populations could be managed by contraception or sterilization.  

 

Topic Question 2:  

Don't "over-manage." TRY to let nature take her course. Limit humans? 

 

Topic Question 3:  

I would like to see the island's ecology rebalanced to a natural state that was working pretty well. 
 

Topic Question 4:  

I think more wolves should be introduced to help control the moose population through prey management.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

I do not like the idea of a moose cull. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
Please adopt Alternative C to manage wolves and moose on Isle Royale. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 424     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,08,2015 10:15:18 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Corr espondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Minimizing management should be the first consideration. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Non-management should be considered. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

Low to no intensity. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Low to no intensity. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like the concept of no action. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale. 

 

Comments:  
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I do not support the deliberate culling of moose. Despite the wilderness designation, I think you should move in some new wolves. This would diversify the 

genetic pool of wolves currently inhabiting the area, which would keep the wolf population healthy. It would also impact the moose population, keeping 

that population healthier, too. Wolves everywhere else are being vilified, so let some live in peace at Isle Royale.  
 

Topic Question 2:  

Beyond this action, I would encourage little manipulation, keeping the principles of wilderness in mind.  

 

 



Page 165 of 1117 
 

Topic Question 3:  

As per the above, I think this exception is allowable, but otherwise I would encourage minimal manipulation. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
If the animals should become imperiled by rising waters or depleted food sources, further action to save them could be considered. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I do not support the deliberate culling of moose. Moving the moose would be okay, but it sounds very labor-intensive. I do support moving some wolves to 

the location.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Comments: n/a 
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Received: Aug,08,2015 10:37:21 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

what is needed is a healthy and vibrant wolf family packs so inbreeding is not possible due to a sufficient number of wolves with a good gene pool. This 

could bring back a proper balance in nature between the moose and the wolf. right now the moose are overpopulated, filled with ticks, suffering due to lack 

of food due to population explosion. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Someone should be charged to be responsible for Isle Royale and its environment and animal population and not be put at the bottom of the priority lists 
for the NPS. Monthly to quarterly onsite visits should take place so problems can be addressed immediately and not reactive as we now are looking at. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

See above response to question 2 as this is appropriate also for question 3. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

A wildlife biologist and wildlife vet should be assigned as a priority to Isle Royale National Park and use any resources available to make rational and 

scientific decisions for proactive approaches. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I need to see what preliminary alternatives that are available before answering question 5. 

 

Comments:  
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Received: Aug,08,2015 10:47:52 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Manage moose by contraception and/or sterilization. 

 

Manage wolves by reintroduction. 
 

Topic Question 2:  

In future management of wolves, the predator-prey balance needs to be considered. (With only three wolves at present, the predator-prey issue is obviously 

not balanced.) 

 

In future management of moose, forest sustainability needs to be considered. This again is a balance, to keep the forest in good repair. Both fauna and flora 

are integral parts of the ecosystem and need to be managed with respect to all forms of life.  

 
Topic Question 3:  

NPS management needs to be humane, respectful of life. No need for a violent scenario for those who have become desensitized. The intensity of 

management will be what it takes to remedy the situation, to bring balance to the ecosystem of the isle. Wilderness is precious in 2015. Take care of that 

99% o the land area of Isle Royale National Park. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Simply work with the natural world around us rather than abusing it. In limiting climate change, we hopefully are turning from abuse of the earth, our 
home, by using our knowledge and hearts to limit excess carbon, methane, etc. in the atmosphere as we turn from fossil fuels to readily available 

renewables. 

 

Pumping carbon into the air is similar to pumping bullets into wolves and moose. Both are lethal, one just takes longer although we are seeing the effects as 

starving polar bears can no longer swim the long distances between remaining ice as they attempt to feed their young. As water rises, death comes to 

inhabitants in its path whether coastal villages or eventually coastal cities (i.e. Manhattan). Droughts and out-of-control forest fires are lethal also. WE 
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NEED LIFE-GIVING SOLUTIONS, and we need them now while we can limit the worst effects of climate change.  

 

As I answered in other questions, please choose reintroduction of wolves, please choose contraception and sterilization of moose. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

The alternative of culls is disrespectful of life. There is honestly nothing about culls that I like. Furthermore, when alternatives to culls are possible, this is a 

moot question to me.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Thanks you making choices with both your mind and your heart. 

 

Comments:  
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Received: Aug,08,2015 10:51:46 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Reintroduction of more wolves. Management of moose populations. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Keeping a balance so that both species can exist. If moose have no predators they can potentially overrun the island. If moose have no moose upon which 

to feed the wolves will eventually die off.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I think some wolves from the upper penninsula of Michigan should be relocated to the island. I do not want any wolves shot.  

 
Topic Question 2:  

A nice diversity of moose, wolves and other flora and fauna will help the island the most. Keep people off the island. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

I am glad it is wilderness so no build up will occur there. Certainly no on lives there-I know there are are a few folks there during the summer.  

 

Topic Question 4:  
Try helping the animals out. If they are being beset by ticks and other pests let us try to assist in limiting the infestation.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

They knew that wolves were dying, and being inbred. I think some new individuals should have been introduced earlier.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

One day I would love to visit and see/hear the wild wolves and moose.  

 
Comments: NA 
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation carries with it the requirement that the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character be protected and 

preserved. Wilderness designation means we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation and its concomitant requirement that nature there be allowed to take its own course without human interference. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
The only 'management' should be the required leaving of nature to nature's business; no human intervention. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

The only 'management' should be the required leaving of nature to nature's business; no human intervention. 
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Topic Question 5:  

Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Isle Royale with its wilderness designation provides an ideal laboratory for understanding the relationships of various wild animal populations and the legal 

requirement of non-interference is the primary mechanism for it. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Effective, non-lethal methods which have been proven to be 100% efective in reducing and controlling a population 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Wildlife should never be killed because of vegetation issues. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

It needs to remain for wildlife only. That is exactly what it was intended for and must continue to remain the same.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Nothing at all. It must continue to be dedicated for wildlife. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

No other changes should be accepted or tolerated. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Plan A is the one I support. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Keeping the island natural. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Keep it natural. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Keep it natural. 

 
Topic Question 5:  

Too much manipulation, except for A. 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 433     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,08,2015 18:18:18 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 2:  

Consider the unique ecosystem's prey/predator relationship and the years of consistently studied data on this relationship. Because of Isle Royale's 

isolation, it represents the ideal microcosm for future, critically important wildlife management strategies. Once the fragile balance is destroyed, it will take 

years to replicate. Those years represent lost opportunities that may never be come again, 

 
Topic Question 3:  

It is because of this 99% wlderness and very small land area that the efforts towards preservation of the prey/predator should be immediate and of the 

highest priority. Where else in the NPS can one find an isolated, small, and self-contained environment where the opportunities for such vitally important 

management data can be mined. This jewel of the NPS must be preserved because of its wilderness and low visitor numbers, not in spite of them. 
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Topic Question 4:  

Isle Royale represents the same opportunities to study climate change that it does for prey/predator relationships. It is widely accepted that climate change 

affects both animal and plant health. As an isolated and remote island in the largest fresh water reserve on Earth, climatologists should learn from the past 

work of wildlife experts like Professor Rolf Peterson and consider the tremendous value that Isle Royale's represents for study of climate change. 
 

Topic Question 5:  

I truly believe Isle Royale's viable future can only be guaranteed by restoring the wolf population to the island. Bring in a genetically-diverse pack or packs 

of wolves and allow Isle Royale to continue to provide critical scientific data, a unique ecosystem for both animal and human interaction, and a return to 

the magnificent national park it has represented for decades.  

 

Topic Question 6:  

Isle Royale's future has reached a critical intersection and the paths before the NPS cannot be underestimated. Do we watch an out of control moose 
population over-browse the fragile island ecosystem until it's wilderness features are devastated, resulting in the ultimate in cruelty - death by starvation 

and disease? Once the food supply is gone, this is inevitable, I believe. Restoring the wolf population with genetically-diverse packs that are able to 

reproduce will restore the prey/predator and the moose population will be culled appropriately, allowing the healthy to survive. The delicate balance of this 

unique, unreplaceable island jewel will be restored for the enjoyment of both man and beast for years to come. The loss of all that Isle Royale's represents 

the loss of unimaginable magnitude. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Introducing more wolves as natural predators and Ste ilization of moose 
 

Topic Question 2:  

The balance of nature...no culling by humans. Planting varied vegetation. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Moderate intensity for a period of time...two years..and recheck at that time. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Higher intensity taking into account all factors ...environmental as well. No 

 

Topic Question 5:  

No culling! 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

bring new wolves unto the island 

 
Topic Question 2:  

make sure Michigan legislature does not defund this project 

 

Topic Question 3:  

100 per cent  

 

Topic Question 4:  

make sure that congress does not defund the NPS 
 

Topic Question 5:  

nothing 

 

Topic Question 6:  

i believe that wolves belong on Isle Royal. 

 
Comments:  
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Received: Aug,08,2015 18:41:47 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Consider augmenting wolf populations by using it as a relocation site for "problem" wolves (those who have preyed on livestock, et cetera) from other 

areas. This could be an ongoing program in order to continue bringing in new genetic diversity. Until wolf populations stabilize, moose could be managed 

through contraceptives/sterilization. 

 

Topic Question 2:  
The long-term humane sustainability of any plan. Also, maintaining the legacy of Isle Royale as one of the few places in the country that has had a wolf 

population consistently. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

The well-being of the wolves should be a significant priority and is clearly the place to focus the most attention in this situation. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
I do not have a good understanding of what effect climate change is having on this particular issue, but I am not sure it should change the plan overall, 

though a careful study of it may modify the exact methods used. Sadly, there is only so much you/anyone can do to mitigate the effects of climate change; 

hopefully natural processes will enable the Isle Royale ecosystem to adapt and balance itself once human efforts are taken to rebalance the populations. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I think concept C is most beneficial. I want to be certain the moose management techniques do not include a cull. Also, I am not sure that a single wolf 

augmentation will be enough. 

 
Topic Question 6:  

No additional comments but I would like to re-iterate that moose populations should be managed through contraceptives or sterilization, never a cull. 

Wolves should be augmented as many times as necessary and I strongly suggest relocating problem or nuisance wolves from other areas to Isle Royale, as 

an alternative to killing them. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 
Topic Question 2:  

Transplanting some wolves would prevent inbreeding. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Create safe animal havens/ecosystems. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Create non-threatening ecosystem areas and perimeters that do not endanger the lives of these Animals and vegetations.  

 

Topic Question 3:  

The Animal Species and flora in this area need to be sustained and protected.  

 
Topic Question 4:  

Create ecosystem resources to help this area sustain and survive against changing climate scenarios.  

 

Topic Question 5:  

The animals and flora in this land area need to be protected at all costs.  
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Topic Question 6:  

Ensure the survival of this land area and the animals and flora within this area.  

 
Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  
Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 

 

Topic Question 3:  
Follow the guidelines that mean the area is free (as much as possible) from human manipulation. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is 

a major manipulation of the Isle Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

See answer to Question 3. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

Alternative Concept A is the best alternative to match Isle Royale's designation as "wilderness." 
 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

 

1) Since wolves are nearly extinct on Isle Royale, clearly they should be reintroduced to help repair the damage done by excessive hunting and to help 

return the natural predator-prey dynamic to normal. 

2)Moose populations could and should be managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls.  

Intelligent, ethical actions should always take priority! 

 
 

Topic Question 2:  

1) Wolves have been excessively hunted.  

2) Excessive hunting causes a serious imbalance in predator-prey relationships 

3) Intelligent,ethical solutions should always take priority!  

4) With contraception and/or sterilization of moose populations, the vegetation will rebound - and stronger than before.  

5) Vegetation is just that - vegetation - not sentient beings! 

 
 

 

Comments:  

 
Correspondence ID: 441     

 

 Moose-Wolf-Vegetation Management Plan/EIS 

Outside Organization:  

Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,09,2015 10:30:38 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

NATURE 

 

Topic Question 2:  

we humans should stop feeling superior 

 
Topic Question 6:  

I am a taxpayer, I vote, I cast my vote on proposals - and the government does not listen ... why? 

 

Comments:  
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Affiliation:   

Received: Aug,09,2015 11:48:48 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Plan C is best in terms of no unnecessary slaughter of moose. Bring wolves in a few at a time so as to add DNA diversity to the Island wolf population. It's 

time to STOP the unnecessary killing of animals under the guise of "wildlife management". 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Have diversity as a goal of reintroduction of wolves. 
 

Topic Question 3:  

No killing, only reintroduce wolves a few at a time all with diverse DNA. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like reintroduction of diverse wolve populations.....and I hate the slaughter of animals(moose) under the euphemistic phrase of "wildlife management". 

Bloody slaughter is pure slaughter whatever you try to call it. Humans tend to like this slaughter of animals but it's time to stop such simplistic thinking. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

We have destroyed most of the earth. It's time we respect our brothern, all other animals who share this tiny planet with us., 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative Concept A, the No Action Alternative, is the best alternative to protect Isle Royale's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. 

 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Wilderness designation means we let Nature call the shots. Transplanting wolves from the mainland to Isle Royale is a major manipulation of the Isle 

Royale Wilderness and must not be done. 

 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale's wilderness designation requires that we protect the area's unmanipulated, untrammeled wilderness character. Wilderness designation means 

we let Nature call the shots. 
 

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Alternative A is preferred - take no action. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

This is a wilderness area and Mother Nature should be left to manage it. 

 
Topic Question 3:  

There should be no outside management. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

No changes to wilderness areas because people need to change and prevent additional climate change. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I like Alternative A, no action. 
 

Topic Question 6:  

Wilderness areas are so designated to be left wild. Only Mother Nature should manage them. Humans should leave evolution alone. 

 

Comments:  
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Received: Aug,09,2015 13:57:53 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     I support alternative C re Isle Royale moose management. The best way to keep moose in check is to add wolves to the island. Until a 

viable wolf population is once again on the island, moose management should be by contraception/sterilization. 
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Whether or not to import wolves (thus new genetic vigor) is the question I am addressing. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Dr Peterson's presentation in July 2015 at Rock Harbor offered me enlightening perspectives. He recalled that moose have been on ISRO for about a 
century. And, wolves since the 1940-50's. Caribou have been present on ISRO in the past but no longer. Dr Peterson seemed also to say that wolf presence 

on ISRO is already non-functional due to weakness/inbreeding. What I take from this is: animal populations have come and gone and that the present 

"crisis" is neither new or unique. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

I am not sure what wilderness designation implies- -I presume a greater degree of protection. But does protection imply active management to keep things 

the same or active management to allow processes to take their own course? Defining terms is critical: what is "natural"?, "wilderness"?, "active 

management"? The NPS has managed many environmental issues actively- -fire suppression comes readily to mind but even this example begs the 
question of what is being protected.  

 

Topic Question 4:  

Not sure what changing climate means regarding the immediate wolf question. Perhaps, with climate warming, there may be less ice bridging between 

mainland and ISRO and thus less likelihood for wolf migrations to or from ISRO. This might prompt more ready importation of wolves to counter lack of 

bridging.  

 

Topic Question 5:  
I like importing wolves because it preserves the somewhat long and certainly cherished wolf/moose ecology at ISRO. This approach also affords the 

opportunity to study in more detail gene-environmental interactions- -Dr Vucetich is able and poised to advance this research. I don't like importing wolves 

because, to my mind, it is not "natural" and good research could alternatively focus on predator-prey issues- -what predators will take the place of wolves 

on ISRO? I have heard it said that we "know" what will happen on ISRO without wolves- -do we? If we import wolves too readily, we lose an opportunity 

to study this- -wolves could be imported at some future date if consequences of no-wolves becomes clear or unacceptable. 

 

Topic Question 6:  
But, overall, from a traditional and nostalgic point of view, I favor importation of wolves. Based on many active intervention precedents across the country, 

NPS could do this without apologies I would think.  

 

Comments:  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Please adopt Alternative C and maintain both moose and wolves, with these conditions: 

Wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary. Moose populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal 

culls. The NPS must expedite its final decision by the end of 2016. 

 
Comments:  
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Received: Aug,09,2015 20:25:59 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     How about capture and release of some moose? Michigan "used" to have them, but I bet you'd never find a person who has seen one. 
Even in the UP. I say bring them on over.  
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Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

I'm not sure would love to learn more. 

 

Topic Question 2:  

Maintenance  

 
Topic Question 3:  

There has to be another similar place like isle royal that they could use as a model. 

 

Topic Question 4:  

Problem solve about issues prior to. 

 

Topic Question 5:  
Im.not sure 

 

Topic Question 6:  

I'm not sure what the right answer is at all. 

 

Comments: Hope that wolves and Moose can someday thrive in Isle Royal 
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Received: Aug,09,2015 00:00:00 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Contraception or sterilization of moose population instead of lethal culling 

 

Topic Question 2:  
reintroduce and augment wolf population as needed to support natural moose control. 

 

Topic Question 3:  

Isle Royale is one of the most pristine environments in the northern U.S., it is important to ensure that staffing and resources are dedicated to actively 

maintain this beautiful resource. I don't know if that means 100 vs 200 employees, but whatever it takes to preserve this area, is what should be dedicated. 

 

Topic Question 4:  
Again, whatever personnel or other resources are required to ensure this pristine wilderness is protected. 

 

Topic Question 5:  

I agree that Moose population control is necessary to maintain the habitat and vegetation, however, I would much rather see the natural web of life with 

predators keeping moose in check. 

 

Topic Question 6:  

Isle royale is also a great place to preserve and protect our wolf populations. I am in favor of protecting wolf populations and decreasing human access or 
interaction with Isle Royale if that is what is needful to preserve the wolf habitat. 

 

Comments:  
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Outside Organization: Keep Michigan Wolves Protected  

Affiliation:  Member 

Received: Aug,10,2015 03:36:48 

Correspondence Type: Web Form 

Correspondence:     Topic Question 1:  

Management tools to be considered are that wolves are reintroduced/augmented more than once, if necessary, to control the moose population. Moose 

populations are managed by contraception and/or sterilization and not by lethal culls. 

 

 

Topic Question 2:  
Translocating wolves to Isle Royale would provide a non-lethal solution to any problem wolf situations in the Upper Peninsula that would otherwise 

require the killing of these wolves. There is very strong sentiment throughout the state of Michigan to protect our fragile wolf population and that is 

vehemently opposed to the killing of wolves for sport. The concept of "culling" wolves during hunting season would therefore be totally unjustified. Since 

wolves have lost their federal protection status in 2012, over 3000 wolves have been massacred in the United States. There are roughly only 650 wolves left 

in the State of Michigan, and current legislation has placed the responsibility with the State of Michigan to protect its own fragile and vulnerable wolf 




